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O N 



BEAUTY. 



IT was on one of the moft pleafing Mornings in 
the laft Summer, that Crito ftole from the 
Noife and Buftle of the Town, to enjoy an 
agreeable Day, or Two, with his Friend Timan- 
THEs in the Country. Timanthes received him 
with alt that Joy and Pleafure, which isufual between 
Friends, who love one another entirely s and who 
have not met for a confiderable Time. He {hewed 
him his new Grove, and Gardens ; and, as they 
were walking in the latter, ** Since the Weather be- 
gins to be fo warm (fays he) if you like it, we will 
dine under that open Tent. The Air there will be 
refrefhing to you ; and will bring us the Smell of the 
Orange and Lemon-Trees which furround it, with- 
out breaking that View of the Country, of which 
youufed to befo fond. When I placed them there, 
I had you in my Thoughts 3 and imagined it might 

Ba be 
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be a favourite Seat of yours, whenever you came 
hither j which I wifli your Affairs would fuffer to be 
much oftener." Indeed the Spot way fa well c h o fcii, 
that it made not only their Dinner, but even their 
Converfation together after it, the more agreeable ; 
and as they were ftill fitting and enjoying themfelves 
there, for forpe Tii^e in the Afterryoon j a S^yant 
came to let Timanthes know, 'that Mil^sIus 
was juft alighted j and was coming toward them. 
'' Though in general I ibould not have chofen to be 
interrupted To-day (fays Timanthes), I am not 
forry for Mii^sius's Viftt atprefentj becaufehis 
Gaiety may ferve a little to divert you^* •* And I, 
fays Crito, love^every thing that you love ; and 
fhall therefore go with Pleafure with you to meet 
him. MiLEsius came up to them with his ufual 
Vivacity in his Face, and Behaviour ; and, after a., 
(hort Compliment, or Two, they all fet down to- 
gether again under the Tent, 

They foon fell intoaConverfation,whicfe, though 
it might not he fo foHd, was at leaft more Hvely and 
joyous than their former. Timanthes couW not 
help obferving upon it. " You (fays he) MilEsiys 
give Life to the Company wherever you come ; but I ' 
am particularly glad of your coming hither To-day, 
becaufe my Friend Crito, on his Arrival this Morn- 
ing, feemed to have the Remains of fomething of a 
Melancholy on his Face ; but, fince your joining us, 
the Cloud has been gradually clearing up, and feems 
now quite driven away. I would not then takeanjr 
Notice of it tahim, for fear of oppreffir>g the Mind 
4 of 



of twy PriendtyhBft to^^'much affil&ed ; but as it now 
appears to Have -be6n 6ii\y a pafSiig Cloud, I could 
wHh to alk the<^aulfe of it ; that I might endeavour 
to alleviate his'Cohcem, if in my Power ; and if not, 
that at leaft 1 rtiight flilare it Syith him/* ** I am 
very much obliged to you (replied CkiTo, with 'a, 
Caft of th^ fame Concern returning on his Face) 
for your Tehttefrtefe for me, on this(, and all othet 
Occafions : But if you obferved any thing of Sor- 
row about* itife idhtny Firft coming in, I can aflure 
•ydn, t"hat it-^sii not for any Misfortune that hai 
^j^ttfed '^oWyfelf ; nor any new Mfsfortutie to anjr 
-of our 'J^rffenaf^f ^Whfetevar you faw in me of that 
-kitids nuaftHW* \3^ti 6ceafi6ne*d by the Vifit I tliad'e 
«iisM6riliifig«' Ybu betii know this Beauty and Me-- 
-fits of Mfrs/ fl ♦ *^j as well as what a Brute oF ^ 
Hafband tt^thii ihe Misfortutie to be matried to. 
Ijuft called didi«, bftfore I fet but 5 and, on.thfe 
Servant's dsrlMg iihe^ that h\^ Lady had been up 
4bme time^ :ahd was fitting i^ the Il<k}m next th^ 
'Qarde'n | as «iy aiear KeTatioh tti h^r gave me tht 
tiberly 6fgoihg^if without (Ending in rhy Nam^, I 
walked Cdiwatd thieRoom^ and fiMind iht Door oiliy 
jbft open enoi^gh to kt ni<e fee her kafiing on a 
Couch/ with her Head rdft^i iiej^Kgttktly on- &ht 
Hand, whilft^'wkh the other,- fte was wiping away 
-•-Tear, that ftate filehtly down her Cheek* Thfe 
Diftrefs in her Countenance^and the IktleConfufioA 
that appeardk about het Eyes^ on her 6rft difcdver« 
•ingme (juft as I wofs doubting whether t (faould re« 
lire Off not) added fo much to the other Beauties of 
iwrFacfj^thatllWnk I never faw hex look fo charm*- 
r : B 3 ing 
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.ijQg in my Life. '' Stay, Sir (fay? {he) ;f<»-you, J 
am fure, can cxcufe this little Overflow of Weaknefs 
in me. — My poor, dt^r,, jfaciy / — If Heaven haxi 
fpared him to me, he would this very Day have been 
Seven Years old. What a pretty little Companion 
ihould I have had in him, to have diverted me in 
fome of the many Hours that I now pafs alone !" I 
diiTembled my being but too well acquainted with the 
real Occafion of her Sorrows, joined with her in 
lamenting the Lofs fhe.had mentiomed -, and, as foQn 
as I could, led the Converfation into ai^ot^ier Chan^ 
jiel J and faid every thing I could think, of, to div^ 
her Mind from theObjeS thatlkne^/graffiifted JiR^. 
JBy Degrees, fhe recovered herufital Behaviour 3 but, 
through all theCalmnefs and Pleaftrtgnefs of it, tl^rp 
wasftill a.Cloud hanging about her Eyes, which bi^ 
trayed Part of the Uneafinefs that fhe daily fuffer^s 
under in her Heart. Good Heaven.!, how is it poifi- 
i>le that any human Creature ihould. treat fo much 
Goodnefs, and fo many Charms^* withfo much Bar- 
barity of Behaviour !?*—*• We ail know. the Vileaefe 
bf the Man, cried MilesiUs, as well as the Beautjr 
«nd good Qualities of his Lady ; . buh -P^ay* how 
come you to think, th^^t.her Sufferings (hould add tb 
her Charms ? or that a Diilrefs, like her's, could 
ever be pleafmg to the Eye f Some People have got 
fuch ftrange, unintelligible Notions of Beauty I'f'ft- 
** Was I to let you into all my Thoughts about 
Beauty, replied Crito, what I happened to mention 
juft now would, perhaps, appearfar from.beingunin^ 
telligible toyou. To own the Truth, Ihave thought 
en this Subjedl (which is ufually rather viewed with 

too 
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tdo much Pleafure, than conildered with any thing 
of Judgment) more gravely at leaft, Idarefay^ thaa 
ever you have :. And if you was to provoke me a little 
forther^ I do not know whether I could notlay down 
to you a fort of Scheme on it ; which might go a 
good Way not only toward clearing upthis,butmoft 
of the other Difficulties that fo often occur mtaUcr 
ing of it.** — *' I (hould as foon think of difle<3;ing a 
Rainbow, fays Milesius, as of forming grave and 
pun&ual Notions of Beauty. Who, for Heaven^s 
Sake, can reduce to Rules, what is fo quick, and To 
vsuriable, as to be fhifting its Appearances every Mo- 
ment, on the moft delightful Faces ? — " And why. 
are thofe Faces the mioft delightful, in which that 
happens ?** fays..CRiTo. — ;** Nay, that is oneof tb^ 
very things I could. leaft pretend fto accountJbr, re^ 
plioi MiLEsitrs, I am fati$iied with feeing that they 
are fo; 'tis a fubjedl that I never yet had a (ingle De*^ 
iiretoreafon upon; and I can very willingly leave it 
to you, to be a Philofophcr in Love." — But ferioufly,^ 
interpofed TiAtANTHES, turning toward Crito, if 
you have ever found Leifure and Calmnefs e^ipugji 
to think ftead jly on fc» uncertain, and fo engaging a 
Subject ', why Cbould not you oblige us with the Re-; 
fult of your Thought^ upoa it ?- Let me beg it of 
you, as si Favour to both of us| for I am fure it will 
be ai^eeable to both :.. And.if you refufe me, I am 
refolved to join with Mi|«esius in believing, tha,t it 
is incapable of having any- thing faid fyilematicayyi, 
or even regularly, .aboucit/!— " You , know, fays 
Crito, how little I love to have all the Talk to 
myfdf ; and what you propofe may take me up an 
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Hour, Of Two : But if I mulHaUttch out ihto fif 
wide a Subjeft,' it will be vtry neceffiiry, that I 
fliould begin with tdling you what I chiefly pjiopofer 
to confider, and what not. 



EVERY Objea that is pleafing to th^ Eye^ 
when looked upon, or delightful to tlieMindj, 
on Recolle£lion, may be caHed beautiful ; f<> that 
Beauty, in general, may ftretch as wide as the vifiUe 
Creation, or even as far as the Imagiriatibn can go v 
which is a fort of new or fecondary Creation. Th»* 
we fpeak riot only of the Beauties of aft engaging 
PrbfpeSi df the rifing or fttting Sun, ot of » fine- 
ftarry Heaven ; but of thofe-of aPidur^, Statue, or 
Btfilrftftg ; and ^even of the Aftions, Gharafilei's, or 
Thoughts of Men. In the greater Part of ihtk, 
there may be almoft as many falfe Beauties, a^ tkere 
are real 5 according to the different Taftes of.Mati** 
ens, and Men ; fo that if any one Was to consider 
Beauty in its fulleft Eittent,"it coUld Hot be* done 
without the greateft CoAfufion.- I fbatt therbfi»re 
eonline my Subje£k to viiible Beamy ; mi of that^ 
to fuch only ai may b6 <^lled perfotlaly or homaa 
Beauty ; and that again, to (uch as is natural or 
teak and not fuch as is only natioiiai^ctJikwiaty^ 
for 1 would not hftVC' yW' imagiriey thJat I would 
ftave any thing to do with the beautiful thick Lips 
df the good People of jB<mMW, or the excdBv^efmail 
Feet of thfeLtdics of Quality in China^ 
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I km apt'^Q jt&Qk, iMt tfiii]f thiag ; belongf nig to 
Eeaiity (by vfhi^Hi I.i)e^insi^irefqEkttD.yots^t€yerjr 
Tur») tfait I n^^Ad . rbal: |)i9fft><|aliBeauty} tv^ouUl 
fall undtr 0ih5 or Qtfeer of nWeFqiwUeadts j Col^^ 
Form% Ek^FcffiQii^ /ahd Gwfcia.' Tlw Two former 
of wfaicbl &oiikLi6f)kAitiona$.ihenBody, aii^l dait 
Two latter as the Soul, of Beauty* 

' T H O' Golpir be Hw b^ft irfall the conftituei^t 
PlMts of Be»bty-5 yet k is irtzl^rly itiheinaoi}: ftriking^ 
«nd[ tbe moil obferv^d. Fod v^hkh there is a very 
6bvioils Rv^lbnrliO-bergiveB^tfaj^ti^^ evtelry body *c«^ 
fse, and vcf)rfc5ivr5afijud^dy', fchd'Beaiides of;(po«- 
lor requiriog^taihiisfEf 0f Jtidginenti than either ojf 
the other Three. I ihaU t^idfiore iiaie:»iMch.Ms:|# 
fay of it, than of each of the others ; and fhall only 
give you Two or Threi Cfbftfvations, relating toiti. 

, • • • 

As to the Color-pf the Bodytn gf iwsral^ the mpft 
beautiful perhaps that ever Was ittiagined^ was that 
which, Jpelles eiprefffed in his famous F^nus % iwid 
wliich, though the iPifture itfelf be Joft, CkeVQ has^ 
in fome Degree, p^cferv^d to las, tnbts [^JeitceUent 
pefciiptidn of it; It wis (as SVfe letirh from him) a 
fiiie Red, beautifuUy.intermJKed and incorporated 
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[a\ Iliad video pugnare t't, fpecies tit ^oae'daiii' fit Debrum'.^ ^ua 
oihil concreti habeat, nihil folidl,. nihil exprelli, liihil eihinentis : fit- 
que pura> levis, .pcrlucida. Djcemus ergo idem, quod in Vdierc 
Cda ; corpus non eft, fe3 fimile corpdri : nee ille fufusct C^ndore 
mtttus rubor /angviis t^, fed quft4at(i faiiguinls £militad6. tkiio de 
N^tura Dear, lib. i. •' ' ^ ' ^ • ' »^' • -> 

witn 
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ivith White ; amf difFufed, in its due Proportions^ 
through each Part of the Body. Such are the De*^ 
Icripttons of a moft beautiful Skin, in [b"} feveral of 
the Roman Poets ; and fuch often is the Coloring of 
TTitian^ and particularly, in his fleeping Venus^ or 
whatever other Beauty that charming Piece was 
meant to reprefent. 

The Reafon why thefe Colors pleafe fo much is 
not only their natural ^Livelineis, nor the miich 
greater Charms they obtain from their being proper* 
ly blended together, but is alfo owing in fome De-> 
gree to the Idea they carry with them of good Health 
[c]\ without which, all Beauty grows languid and 
left engaging ; and with' which it always recovers 
an additional Life and Luftre. 

£^] Thus Virgil, lA the Blu(h of his La'vi/tia j 

Accepit vocem lacrymis Lavinia matris, 

Flagrantes perfufa genas 9 cui pliyrimus ignem 

Subjecit rubor^ & caiefada per era cucuirrit : 

lodum faogaineo veluti violaverit oflro < 

Si quis ebur, aut mixta rubcQt ubi lilia multa 

Alba rosa ; tales virgq. dabac ore colores, JEh, xii. 6g» 

Cvid, inhls Narctffus ^ 

Impubefqne genas, et cbumca coUi) decofque 

Oris 9 & in niveo miftum candor^ ruborem. Met, iii* 423« 

And Tihuilus, in his Apollo ; . . • 

Candor erat, qualehi prieefett Latonia kna i 

£t color in niveo corpore purpureus. 

Ut juvtfni primum virgo dedu£fca marito 
laficitur teneras ore rubente genas t 

Ut quum contexunt amatanthis alba puells 

Lilia ; & autun^no Candida mala robent. , Lib, ii. EL 3. zi« 

\/\ y^i^tiA^s c^ puichritudo corporis fccernj Don potcA a valctttdiae« 
Sicer9 Je Offcih^ lib. i« § 95* 

As 
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As to the Color of the Face in particular, a gteit 
deal of its Beauty is owing (be&de the Caufes I haVe 
already Qieotioned) to Variety ; that being defigned 
by Nature for, the greateft Concourfe of different 
Colors, of any Part in the human Body, Colors 
pleafe by Oppofition ; and it is in the Face that they 
are the moft diverfiiied, /uni the mofl oppofed« 

« 

You would laugh out perhaps, if I was to tell you, 

^that the fame Thing, which makes a fine Evening, 

.makes a fioeFace (1 mean as to the particular Part 

of Beauty I am now fpeaking of ) i and yet thisy I 

believe, is very true. 

• . • . . , I. 

The Beauty of ^n Evening Sky, about the Setting 

of the Sun, is owing to the Variety of Colors that 

are fcattered along the Face of the Heavens. It is 

the fine red. Clouds, intermixed with white, and 

fometimes darker ones, with the azure Bottom ap- 

peari;ig here, and there between them, which makes 

all that beautiful Compofition) that delights the Eye 

fo much, 'and giyes fuch a ferene.Pleafure to the 

.Hearjt* In. the fan>e Manner, if you confider fome 

beautiful Faces, you may oblbrve, that it is much 

the fame Variety of Colors*, which ^ivcs them that 

pleafing I^iook ; which is fq-apt to attradi the Eye, 

•and buttoo often to engage the Heart. For all this 

•Sort of Beauty is refolvable into a proper Variation 

ofFleih Color and Red, with the clear Bluenefs of 

.the Ve^is pleafingly intermixed about the Temples 

and the Going off of the Checks, and fet off by the 

Shades 
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.Shades of full Eyebrows ; and of the Hair, when it 
.falls in a proper Manner round the Face. 

It is for much the fame Reafon, that the beft 
Landfcape-painters have been genfel-ally obferved tt> 
chufe the autumnal Part of thie Year for their Ptfecei, 
rather than the Spring. I'hejr prefer the Variety of 
Shades and Colors, though in their Decline, to all 
their Freflinefs and Verdure in their Infancy ; and 
think all the Charms and Livelinefs even of the 
Spring more than compenfatcd by the Choice', O^^ 
-pofition, and Richnefs of Colors, that Stppeat aK 
moft on every Tree in the Autumn. 

Though one's Judgment is fo apt to be guided by 
Tome particular Attachments (and that more^Aaps 
in this Patt of Beauty thah any other) yti I'^m a 
good deal pcrfuaded, that a complete brown Beauty 
is really preferable to a perfeS fair ohe ; the bright 
Brown giving a Luftre to all the other Gbteflf, k 
Vivacity to the Eyes, and a Richnefs^ t*hewhbfc 
Look, "which one fecks in vain in the whiteft and 
moft tranfparent Skiris: • Raphaels m6ft ^fHatn^irt^ 

'Madonna is a brunette Beauty ; and his earlier Ma- 
donna*s (thofe I mean of his middle Stfle) are giene- 
rally of a lighter and lefs pleafing Complejiion. All 

^ the bcft Artifts in the nobleft Age of Painting, about 
Leo the Tenth's Time, ufed this deeper and richer 
Kind of coloring; and I fear on6 might add, that 
the glaring Lights introduced by Guieb^ went a great 

' Way toward the Declenfion of that Art ; a^ the en- 
feebling of the Colors by Carlo Marat (df-^ifyoki 

pleafe 
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ptea^fe,by his FoUowen) hadi finqc ahiToft -com-._ 
pkted the Fall of in in Italy* 

I have but one thing more to mention, before T 
quit this Head \ that I fhould chufe to comprehend 
fame Things under this Article of Color, which are 
not perhaps commonly meant by that Name. As 
that appearing Softnefs or Silkinefs of fome Skins ; 
that [rfj Magdalen-look in fome fine. Faces, after 
w^epiiig; that Brightnefs, as well as Tint, of the 
Hair ; that JLi^ftre of Health, tihat fhines forth upon 
the Features \ that Luminoufnefs that appears in 
fome Eyes, and that fluid Fire, or Gliftening, in 
others : Some of which are of a Nature fo much 
fuperior to the common Beauties of Color, thatthey 
make it doubtful whether they (hould not have been 
ranked under a higher Clafs ; and referved for the 
Expreffion of the Paflions \ but I would willingly 
give every thing it's Due, and therefore mention 
them here \ becaufe I think even the moft doubtful 
of them belong partly to this Head, as well as part- 
ly to the other. 

Form takes in the Turn of each Part, as well as 
the Symmetry of the whole Body, even to the Turn 

[</j The Look here meant is moft frequently expreft by the beft 
Painters in their Magdalens j in which, if there were no Tftars on the 
Face, you wouid fee, by the humid Rcdnefsof the Skin, that.ihe ha*^ 
been weeping extremely. There rs a very ftiong Inftance of this in a 
^a^daleithy Le, Brun, in one of the Churches at Pans 5 lad feverH 
by T'iturif in Italy 'j the very beft of which is at the Barber'i^a Palace 
^l Venice: In fpeaking of which,^ Rofalba hardly went too far, when 
flie faid, «« It wept all over j'* pr (In the very'Wprds&e ufcd) "EUc 
** plcurejufau* aijx bouts dc doigts,'* * * * • 

of 
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of an Eyebrow, or the Falling of the Hain I fliould 
think too, that the Attitude, while fixt, ought to be 
reckoned under this Article : By which I do not 
only mean the Pofturc of the Perfon, but the Pofition 
of each Part ; as the Turning of the Neck, the ex- 
tending of the Hand, the Placing of a Foot ; and 
lb on to the moft minute Particulars. 

The general Caufe of Beauty in the Form or 
Shape in both Sexes is a Proportion, or an Union 
and Harmony [^], in all Parts of the Body. 

The diftinguilhing Charaflier of Beauty in the 
Female Form, is Delicacy and Softnefs ; and in 
the Male, either apparent Strength, or Agility. 

The fineft Exemplars that can be feen for the for- 
mer, is the Fenus of Medici ; and for the Two latter, 
the Hercules Farnefe and the Jpollo Belvedere. 

There is one thing indeed in the laft of thefe Fi- 
gures, which exceed the Bounds of our prefent En • 
qoiry $ what I have heard an Italian Artift call II 
fifora vmoTto \ and what we may call the Tranfcen- 
dcQt, or Celeilial [/]. 'Tis fomething diftinft from 

' ['] ^nkbrita^ corporis apta compofitionc membrorum movet ocq« 
ks ; ft ^kdat hoc ipfo, quod inter fe omnes partes quodam kpore 
tmieaiimskX, Cicevo it Off* lib. i. § 91. 

[/3 This is mentioned^ or hinted 8t> by feveral of the ^oma» 
Wntcf s z 

• BuBuaam ftrpra formam . ■ ' ■ Fhadrus , lib. iv. f. 23. 
FoRSAntfi ia yeras non eadit ilia Deas. 

dvid, Her% Bpiji, xviii, 6S« 

an 
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all human Beauty, and of a Nature greatly fuperior 
to it ; fomething thatfeems like an Air of Divinitv: 
Which is cxpreft, or at leaft is to be traced out in 
but very few Works of the Aitifts j and of which 
fcarce any of the Poets have caught any Ray in their 
Defcriptions (or perhaps even in their Imagination) 
except Homer and Virgil^ among the Antients ; and 
our Shakefpear^ and Milton^ among the Moderns. 

The Beauty of the mere human Form is much 
fuperior to that of Color 5 and it may be partly for 
this Reafon, that when one is obferving the fineft 
Works of the Artifts at Rcme (where there is ftill 
the nobleft Colleaion of any in the World) one 
feels the Mind more fttuck and more charmed with 
the capital Statues, than with the Pidures of the 
greateft Matters. 

One of the old Roman Poets, in fpeaking of a very 
handfome Man, who was Candidate for the Prize in 

Hoc acre, Ceres 5 hoc, lucida Goo/iis j 

Illo Maia tholo j Venus hoc, no^ Improbaj laxo 3 
Accipiunt viiltu^ non indigaata decoros 
Nomina Statius, lib. v, SyJv. i. 235. 

In quicte -*-^ vifa fpccies viri maj oris qua m. pro huaiano h*- 
bito, auguftiorifque, L'tvy, h'b. viii. § 6. . 
0« humefofque'Deo fimilis y nam que ipfa decorum 
Ca?farJem nato genetrix, lumeoqueju vents 
Purpureym, fc Jatos ocuJis afBarathonores • 
Quale manus addunt ebori decus j aut ubi flavo 
Argentum, Pariufve lapis, circumdatur auro. Vhg. ^,u i. 595. 

Majnje mentis opus, - 
^— »- Cuftus, et equos, faciefque Deorux^ 
A/piccrc, ^ ^u-vcnd. ia/. ?«, 68. ' 

fome 
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fome of the public Xjrsutes^iajrs^ that he was iniicH. 
expeded and.mftchadADlired bysdl the Spedators, 
2f. his iirft Appeoiiance ; 'but that^ When he flung oflT 
l)isKobes, and dK&onttfred the wiiole Beauty of his 
Shape altogether,' it was fo fttptVior, that it quite 
[^] extinguilhed DheiBeanti^.tfacy had before fa 
i|i%uch admire A in' his Face, 

» ■ :• 

I have often felt much the fame EffeSt in viewing 
l)ie Venus of Mfdicu If you oftfeiVe the Face only, 
it appears extremely beautiful ; hut if you confided 
all the other ^legancieBof hev^Make^ the Beauty of 
her Face becocnea kfs ftriklng, and is idmoft loft M 
fuch a Mulriplioity of Charmsj 

Whoever wpuld leai^« wfa^t if^^es the Beautyof 
each Part of the human Body, may ^d it lldd down^ 
pretty much at large, by [h] Felibien ; or may ftudy 

Appellant, deniique cient cava murtnura Circi 3 
Tandem cxpe£tatus volucri fuper ggmiqa faltu^ 
Emicat ; tc torto chlamyden diffibulat auro : 
Effulfere artuS, mtmbrohittque amnis aperta eft 
Lztttia ; iniignefque humeri, nee pe£tora nudis 
Deteriora genis : UCuitque in corpore vultus. 

Statlus *rbeL 1^. 573. 

[i] In his Entretiens, vol. li. p. 14— 4^ The chief of wluK he 
fays there, on the Beauty of the different Parts of the Female V^tm 
is as follows. 

That the Head fhould he well rounded ; and look rather inclining 
to fmali than large. 

The Forehead white, fmooth, and open ^not with the Hair growing 
down too deep upon it ;) neithor.flat nor prominent, but like the Head, 
well rounded 3 and rathiTr fnaU.in Proportion than large, 

it 
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it with more Pleafure to himfelf, in the iineft Pidures 
and Statues; and I am forced to have Recoujrfe to 

The Bair^ either bright, black, or brown \ not thin, but full and 
waring ; and if it &Ua in moderate Curls, the better. The black it 
particularly ufeful for fetting off the Whitnefs of the Neck and Skin. 

The Eyety black, chefnut, or blue ; clear, bright, and lively 5 and 
ntfaer largte in ProponJeo thah fmall. 

The Eyebrowiy well divided, rather fu)l than thin ; femicircular^ 
and broader in the Middle than at the Ends j of a neat Turn, but not 
formal. 

The Cbeehs fliould not be wide j ihould have a Degree of Plumpnefs, 
with the Red and White finely blended together j and ihould look 
firm and fofc. 

The Ear ihould be rather fmiU than large ; well folded, and with 
an agreeable Tinge of Red. 

The hfoje ihould be placed io as to divide the Face into two equal 
Parts; ihould be of a moderatse Size, i^rait, and well-fqoared ^ though 
fometimes a httle Rifing in the Nofe, which is but juft perceivable, 
may give a very graceful Look to it. 

The Mouth (hould be fmall ; and the Lips not of equal Thicknefs s 
They ihould be well- turned, fmall rather than grofs ; foft, even to the 
Eye ; and with a living Red in them. A truly pretty Mouth is like a 
Rofe-bud that is beginnig to blow. 

The 7eetb ihould be middle- fixed, white, well- ranged, and even. 

ThtCbitif of a moderate Size ; white, foft, aiid agreeably rounded. 

The Neck ihould be white, ilrait, and of a foft, eafy, and flexible 
Make, rather long than ihort ; lefs above, and encreaiing gently to- 
ward the Shoulders : The Whitenefs and Dejicacy of its Skin ihould be 
continued, or rather go on improving, to the Bofom. 

The Skin in general ihould be white, properly tinged with Red t 
with an apparent Sofcnefs, and a Look of thriving Health in it. ' 

The Shoulders fbould be white, gently fpread, and with a much 
fofter Appearance of Strength, than in thofe of Men. 

The Arm ihould be white, round, firm, and foft 3 and more particu« 
larly fo firom the Elbow to the Hands. 

The Hand ihould unite infenfibly with the Arm ; ]m^ as it does ia 
the Statue of the Venus Qf Medici, They ihould be long, and delicate^ 
and even the Joints and nervous Parts of them ihould be without either 
any Hardnefs or Drynefs* 

Vol. I. C them 
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them fo ofteH) becaufe in Life we commonty Cet hut 
a fmsJl Part of the human Body ; moft of it being 
either difguifed, or altered, by what we call Drefs. 

1 wis acqtidihted, for fohife Yeairs, with a LadjT 
wlio has as pretty a made Head and Neck a^ can be 
conceived ; and never knew any thing of the Mat* 
terj till I hat)t)fefied one Morning to catch her at her 
Toilet, before !he hid defdtmed herfelf By putting 
on her Headcloaths. 

• • • 

If that beautiful round O jc, with fo fine and ftrait 
& Body, had a Tent or floping Building, comihg 
down from the Top of its Trunk to the Ground, alt 
rt)and it, aAd Two or Three Sheets fluiig over the 
greateft Part of its Head, we fhould fcarce be able 
to know, whether it was a beautiful Tree or not : 
And fuch is the circling Hoop, that the Women 
wear in fome Countries ; and the vaft Wad of Linen, 
that they carry upon their Head in others. 

The Facers i&ouU be fine, long, round, and fofc j fmall, and lefT- 
ening towards the Tips of them : And the NaiU long, rounded at tht 
£adt, and pellucid. 

The Befom flionld be white, and charming ; and the Breafts eqoal ii> 
RouodnefSy Whitenefs, and Firmneis ; neither too mucheleTated, nor 
too much deprefled ; rifing gently, and yery diftindly|leparated j 1$ 
•ne Word, juft like thoie of the Fenus of Medici, 

The Si4ies ihould be long, and the Hips wider than the Shoulderr] 
and ihould turn off as they do in the fame Ptma j and go down round- 
ing, and leiTening gradually to the Knee* 

The Kfite ihould be even, and well-rounded : the Ltgs ttnlt, but 
Varied by a proper Rounding of t)ie more fleAy Part of them j and the 
JTtet finely turned, white, and littlet 

The 
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The old Heatliens ufed te covet the fineft Statuei 
6ftbeir Gods all over with long Robes on their great* 
eft Feftivals : What a Figure would the yimns of 
MitSa^ or the Jp^ BehiiUre^ inake> in fuch a 
Dieft! 

I do not, to this Day^ know^ whether the famous 
Lady of LoTiUo be well or ill (haped ; for, though I 
have feen her ieveral times, I have never feen her 
without a ton of Hoop-petticoat« very much ftiiFen* 
ed with Pearls and Jewels, and reaching all dowa 
her Body; quite from her Neck, to her Feetti Qjieen 
£lixaieib might have been well-ihaped to as little 
Purpofe, or ill-fliaped with as macb Secority, in the 
vaftFardingai and pufFt Robes, that we generally fee 
her fwdl'd out with, in her Pictures. 

And we do not only thus, in a great Meafure, 
hide Beauty ; but even injure, and kill it, by (bme 
Parts of Drefs* A Child is no fooner born into 
the World, than it is bound up, almoft as firmly as 
an old Egyptian Mummy, in feveral Folds of Linen. 
It is in vain for him to give all the Signs of Diftrefs 
that Nature has put in his Power, to (hew how 
much hefuiFers whilft they are thus imprifoning his 
L\tnh$ 5 or all the Signs of Joy, every Time they 
are fet at Liberty. In a few Minutes, the old 
Witch, who prefides over his infirmeft Days, falls to 
totmenting him afrefh, and winds him up again in 
his deftined Confinement. When he comes to be 
dreft Kke a Man, he has Ligatures applied to his 

C a Arms, 
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Arms, Legs, and Middle, in {hort, all over him ; 
to prevent the natural Circulation of his Blood, and 
make him lefs adiive and healthy ; and if it be a 
Child of the tenderer Sex, fhe muft be bound yet 
more ftreightly about the Waift and Stomach ; to 
acquire a Difproportion, that Nature never meant 
in her Shape. I have heard a very nice Critic in 
Beauty fay, that he wa^ never well acquainted with 
any Woman in England^ that was not, in fome 
Degree, crooked j and I have often heard another 
Gentleman, that has been mueh in Africa^ and in 
the Indies^ aflert, that he never faw any black Wo- 
many that was crooked. The Reafon, no Doubt, 
i«, they keep to Nature ; whereas our Ladies 
choofe to be fhaped by the Staymaker. 



THE Two other conftituent Parts of Beauty, 
are, Expreffion and Grace : The former of which, 
is common to all Perfons and Faces ; and the latter, 
is to be met with but in very fevv. 



BY Expreffion, I mean the Exprei&on of the 
Paffions ; the Turns and Changes of the Mind, fo 
far as they are made viilble to the Eye, by our Looks 
or Geftures. 

Though the Mind appears principally in the Face, 
and Attitudes of the Head \ yet every Part almoft 
of the human Body, on fome Occafion or other, may 
become expreffive. Thus the languiihing Hanging 

4 of 
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of the Arm, or the vehement Exertion of it ; the 
Pain expreffed by the Fingers of one of the Sons in 
. the famous Group of Laocoony and in the Toes of 
the dying Gladiator. But this again is often loft 
among us by our Drefs ; and indeed is of the lef^ 
Concern, becaufe the Expref&on of the Paffions 
pafles chiefly in the Face, which we (by good Luck) 
have not as yet concealed* 

The Parts of the Face in which the Paffions moft 
frequently make their Appearance, are the Eyes, an({ 
Mouth ; but from the Eyes, they difFufe themfelves 
(very ftrongly) about the Eyebrows \ as, in the 
other Cafe, they appear often in the Parts all round 
the Mouth, 

Philofophers may difpute, as much as they pleafe, 
about the Seat of the Soul ; but, where-eyer it re- 
fides, I am fure that it fpeaks in the Eyes. 

I do not know, whether I have not injured the 
Eyebrows, in making them only Dependants on the 
Eye; for they, efpecially in lively Faces, have, as 
it were, a Language of their own ; and are ex- 
tremely varied, according to the different Senti- 
ments and Paffions of the Mind. 

I have fometimes obferved a Degree of Difplea- 
fure in a Lady's Eyebrow, when (he had Addrefs 
enough not to let it appear in her Eyes y and at 
QtherTimes have difcbvered fomuchof herThoughts, 
in the Line juft above her Eyebrows, that ihe has 

C 3 been 
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been amazed how any body could tell what pa^fki 
in her Mind, and as fhe thought undtfcoyered by her 
Fdce, (o particularly and diftin£|ly. 

HomiT makes the £yebrows the Seat of [i] Ma-» 
jefty, Firgil of [i] Deje&ion, Htrac^ of [/] Mo- 
defty, and Juvend of [m] Pride ; and I queftion 
whether every one of the Pa$on$ Is not affigned, 
by one or other of the Poets, to the iame Part. 

If you would rather have Authorities from ths 
Writers of honeft Profe, l^ Br^n (who publifhed a 
ir«7 pretty Treatife, to (hew how the Pai&ons afie^ 
the Face and Features) fays, that the principal Seat 
of them is in the Eyebrows, and old PUny had faid 

It was from this Paflage that Pbid^as borrowed aU the Ideas of that 
JUajefty which he had exprefled fo ftioogly in his famous Statues of the 
ym^ter Ofympius^ and Horace, probably, his— — Conda (upercili9 
aaoTentis, Zi^* iii. Od, i. S. 

[k] FfOBs iKtt pa^QiBj ft i^^Sta lunm ▼ultu* 

f/j Deme fupevcUio nnbem; plemmqae modeflus 

Occopat obfcuri fpedem, Horat* lib, i. EplA* i8« 95;* 

£•1] Malo Venofintnuj qa^m te, Comtlia, nater 
Gracchorum j fi cum magaii yirtutibus affisrt 
/Graiide liipercUinm^ et ao^MiiM .>9 ^P^ triumphot. 

Jmfoiaf, Sat^ vi. 16S. 

It is here, that the Romans ufisd the Word Juperclliofus (as we ^,9 
ifrom it ^e Won! f«percilim) <or pi;9ud and arrogant Perfoos* 

much 
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Mich the faQM^ Thifig [»]» (q mmy Hundred Years 
before himf 

BiAtrio'l b»vje fpotoi (S^Iy of the Paffions in 
general : We will npw confi^ler a little, if you j^eafe, 
which of tbe(9 add to Beau^; and wNdi of them 
take from it^ 

. I believe we may fay, in gea^rai, tbait all the ten- 
der and kind Pafliooa ?dd to Beauty $ and all the 
c;ruel and unkind ones, add to peformity : And it 
is on this Account that Good-^nature may, very 
|uftly, he bli to be ^ th^ be^ Fe^tpre ?ven in the 
« fineft Face,'' 

B4r. P^f has iricludef) ^ principal Pa|^oi| of 
each Sort, in Tw9 very pretty J^ines c 

Zw^, Jifpfj imdj^ysfair Pfi<^fire*s/milJ^jg Train j 
Hati^ Fear^f and Griif^ tbf F(imily of P^in. 

The former of which, naturally give an additional 
Luftre and Enlivening to a Beauty ^ as the latter are 
too apt to fling a Gloom and Cloud over it^ 

Yet in tbefe, and all the pther Papons, I do no| 
know whether Moderation may not be, in a great 

[«] Proas triftitiae> hilarititisy cicmenticy &veiit(|tii iodez « in 
ffotofa 4ui ibpcrcUviy is pariter^ Se idteme mo^Uia j & in iii^ pus 
fnimi. £Hi8J negamus; annuiinus. HsecmaxiiBe indicant faftam* 
S^perbia alicubi conceptaculum, fed hic fedem habet««iB corde nafci* 
4ttr5 htc Cubit, )uc peodet. Plin, Nat, Sffif ^ iu. cap* 37* 

C ij. meafure^ 
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meafure, the Rule of their Beanty j almoft as far a» 

Moderation in Aftions is the Rule of Virtue. 

Thus an exceiSve Joy may be too boifterous in 
the Face to be pleafing ; and a Degree of Grief, ii^. 
fome Faces, and on fomc Occafions, may be ex-t' 

tremely beautiful. 

Some Degrees of Anger, Shame, Surprize, Fear, 
and Concern, are beautiful ; but all Excefs is hurt- 
lul, and all Excefs ugly. 

Dulnefs, Aufterity,' Impudence, Pride, Affefta-r. 
tion, Malice, and Envy, are, I believe, always ugly. 

« 

Thefincft Union of PiafEons, that I have ever ob« 
ferved in any Face, confifted of a juft Mixture of 
Modefty, Senfibility, and Sweetnefs; eachof which, 
when taken fingly, is very pleafing ; bat when they 
are all blended together, in fuch a Manner as either 
to enliven or correfl: each other, they give almbft a^ 
much Attraftion, as the Paffions are capable of adr 
ding to a very pretty Face. 



\ 



The prevailing Paffion in the Venm of Medm is 
Modefty : It is expreft by each of her Hands, in 
her Looks, and in the Turn of her Head. And 
b)fc the way, I quefiion whether one of the chief 
Reafons, why Side-faces pleafe one more than FuH 
opes, may not be from the former having more ^f 
the Air of Modefty than the latter. However that 
be, this is certain, that the beft Artifts ufually chufe 

to 
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to give a Side-face, rather than a Full one ; in which 
Attitude, the Turn of the Neck too has more Beau-> 
ty, and thePaffions moreA£tivity and Force, Thus, 
as to Hatred and AiFe£tion in particular, the Look 
tliat was formerly fuppofed to carry an Infe£l:ion with 
it from malignant Eyes, was a flanting Regard ; like 
that which Mslton gives to Satan [«], when he is; 
viewing the Happinefs of our firft Parents inParadife ; 
and the Fafcination^ or Stroke of Love, is moft ufu- 
ally, I believe, conveyed, at firft, in a Side-glance. 

It is owing to the great Force of Pleafingnefs, 
which attends all the kinder Paffions ; " That Lo- 
vers do not only fcem, but arc really, more beautiful 
to each other, than they are to the reft of the World ;" 
becaufe, when they are together, the moft pleafing 
Paffions are more frequently exerted in each of their 
Faces, than they are in either before the reft of the 
World.. There is then (as a certain French Writer 
very well expreffes it) ** A Soul upon their Counte- 
nances," which does not appear when they are abfent 
from each other ; or even when they are together, 
converfing with other Perfons, that are indifferent to 
them, or rather lay a Reftraint upon their Features. 

~ I dare fay you begin to fee the Preference, that 
the Beauty of the Paffions has over the Two Parts of 
beauty firft-mcntioned ; and if any one was not 
thoroughly convinced of it, I fliould beghim to con- 

[0] - Afide the Devil turn'd 

For Envy; yet, with jealous Leer inaligo, 
EyM them4dkancc. ' *Faradi}e Left, Book iv. 504. 

" fider 



fider 9 little (li^ fq]lowing PsiFtici|};|rs i of yftddb^ 
<very body myft hav^ met wicb fevfr^ Jnft^Dce^, 
in their hif^'^tmCf 

That diere. is a grea^ deal of Piffer^nc^ in (tH^ 
lame Face, according a9 the Pey-fon is in a better 
or worfe Humour, or in a greater or lefs I^egree of 
Liyelineft, 

That the bftf| Complexion^ the fineft Features, 
and the exa£left Shape, without any thing of the 
Mind exprefiec) on tl)^ Face, is as infipid and un- 
inoving, as the waicen Figure of the iine Ducbefs 
f f Rifhmond in WifimrfPa-Ahbey^ 

That a Fa^e without any good Features in it, and 
v^ith a very indiiFerent Complexions iball have 4 
very taking Air \ from the Senfibility of the Eyes, 
the general good-humoured Turn of the Lode, and 
perhaps a little agreeable Smile about the Moutbf 
And thefe Three Things, I believe, would go a 
great way toward accounting for the Je neffoj ^uoi^ 
^r that inexplicable Pleafmgn^fs of the Face (a$ they 
chopfe to call it) which is fo often talked pf, an4 
fo little underftood ; as the greater Part, and per- 
)iaps all tbe re^ of it, wph14 faJl undec the [aft 
Article, that of Grace. 

I once knsvr a very fine Womaij, who was ad-r 
mired by every body that faw her, and fcarce loved 
by any body. This TnefFe^lualneft of all h€r Beau- 
ties was occai^oned by a Want of fhe pleafing Paffir 
a ons 



OK B E AUT Y. if 

0m Iti iH^r Face, and an Appearance of the dii^leafing 
oness particularly, thofe of Pride and IIl->nature. 
Ner0^ of old^ feems [p] to have had this unpleafing 
Sort of Handfomenefs, and probably from much 
the fiLme Caufe ; the Goodnefs of his Features l>e* 
ing overlaid by the Ugliiiefs of the PajSons that 
appeared on his Face^ 

The fineft Eyes in the World, with an Excefii 
of Malice or Rage in them, will grow as flux^k-- 
ing as they are in that fine Face of Aiedufiy on the 
famous Seal it the StrcxTJ Family at Jime, 

Thus you fee, that the Paffions can give Beauty^ 
without the Afliftan.ce of Color or Form ; and take 
it away, where they have united the mofk ftrongly 
to give it : And it was this that made me aflert, at 
Srft, that this Part of Beauty was fo extremely 
fupeiior to the other Two. 

This, by the way, may help us to account for 
the JuAnefs of what Pliny aHerts in fpeaking of the 
famous Statue of Laoioon, and his Two Sons : He 
&ys. It wa$ the iineft Piece of Art in Rm^ ; and 
[q] to be preferred to all the other Statues and Pic- 
tures, of which they had fo noble a Colle£tion in his 

IP] Sufitoftiusy in .his Life of that Emperor, fays, ** That he had a 
.« Look which might rather be called handfome than plcafing :*' 
Yalta, pukhro magis quam venuAo. Cap. li. 

[y] Sicot in Laocoonte, qui eft in Titi hnperatoris domo j opus, 
.anntbua €t piaurae et aatuarise artis prsefcrendum. ///«. Nat, Hifi. 
j^« VKMm. -cap. £• 

Time. 
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Time* It had no Beauties of Color, to vie with* the 
Paintings ; and other Statues there (as the Jpolh 
Belvedere^ and the Venus of Medici^ in particular) 
were as finely proportioned as the Laocoon : But this 
had much greater Variety of Expreffion, even 
t^an thofe, fine ones ; and it muft be on that Ac-' 
count alone^ that it could have^been preferable to 
tbeni) and all the reft. 

4 

Before I quit this Head, I would juft remind you 
of Two Things that I have mentioned before : That 
the chief Rule of the Beauty of the Paffions, is Mo-: 
deration ; and that the Part in which they appear 
Qipft ftrongly, is the Eyes. It is there that Love 
holds all his tenderefl Language : It is there that' 
Virtue commands, Modefty charms, Joy enlivens> 
Sorrow engages, and Inclination fires the Hearts of 
the Beholders : It is there that even Fear, and An- 
ger and Confufion, can be charming. But all. 
thefe, to be charming, muft4)e kept within their due 
Bounds and Limits ; for too fullen an Appearance 
of Virtue, a violent and proftitute Swell of PafEon^ 
a ruftic and overwhelming Modefty, a deep Sad- 
nefs, or too wild and impetuous a Joy, become zM 
either oppreffive or difagreeable. 

The laft finifliing and nobleft Part of Beauty is 
Grace J which every body is accuftomed to (peak of 
as a Thing [r] inexplicable ; and, in a great Mea«' 

[r] Decorum quoddam arcaQum^ atque felicitas $ cujus efie^lum ia-. 
multis videmus qttotidie } caufam Tcro reddere nexnq pcteft. Erafmut. 

fure. 
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fure, I believe, it is fo« We know that the Soul is^ 
but we fcarce know what it is ; every Judge of 
Beauty can point out Grace ; but no one that t 
know of has ever yet fixt upon a Definition for it. 

Grace often depends on fome very little Incidents 
in a fine Face ; and in Anions, it confifts more in 
the Manner of doing Things, than in the thirtgs 
themfelves. It is perpetually varying its Appearand 
ces, and is therefore much more difficult to be con* 
fidered, than any thing fixt and fteady. While you 
look upon one, it fteals from under the Eye of the 
Obferver ; and is fucceeded perhaps by another, 
that flits away as foon, and as imperceptibly. 

It is on this Account that Grace is better to be 
ftudied in Corregio^s^ Guidons ^ and RaphaeV sYxSiwxt^^ 
than in real Life, Thus, for Inftance, if I wanted 
to difcover what it is that makes Anger graceful, in 
a Sett of Features full of the greateft Sweetnefs; I 
ihould rather endeavour to find it out in Guidons St. 
Michael, than in Mrs. P**t*s Face, if that ever 
had any Anger in it ; becaufe, in the pictured An- 
gel, one has full Leifureto confider it^ but, in the 
living one, it would be too tranfient and changeable 
to be the Subje£l of any fteady Obfervation. 

Hwace thought it Co far from being explicable^ that he does not even 
'venture to give it any Name, in fome very pretty Lines of his on this 

SubjeQ. 

Qtt5 fogit Venut, heu { qu6ve Color ? Decent 
Qu5 motus ? Quid habes Ulius, iUhts, 
^te fpirabat amores. 
Que 00 iiirpoerat mihi ?-i»«->Lib. iv Od. 13. 20, 

But 
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But though one cannot punflually .&y whit 
Grace is^ we may point out the Parts and Things 
in which it is moft apt to appear. 

The chief Dwelling-place of Grace is about the 
Mouth ; though, at Times^ it may vifit every Limb 
or Part of the Body. But the Mouth is the chief 
Seat of Grace [s] j as much as the chief Seat for 
the Beauty of the Paffions is in the Eyes. 

In a very graceful Face, by which I do not Co 

much mean a majeffic, as a foft and pleafing one, 

there is now- and- then (for no Part of Beauty is ei- 

^ ther fo engaging, or fo uncommon) a certain Delici- 

oufnefs that almoft always lives about the Mouth, in 

fomething not quite enough to be called a Smile, but 

riather an Approach toward one; which varies gently 

about the different Lines there, like a little fluttering 

Cupid; and, perhaps, fometiraes difcovers a little 

Dimple, that after juft lightening upon you difap-* 

pears, and appears again by Fits. This I take td 

be one of the moft pleafing Sorts of Grace of any ; 

but you will underftand what I mean by your own 

Memory, better than by any Exprei&ons I could 

poiiibly ufe to defcribe it. 

The Grace of Attitudes may belong to the Pofi. 
tion of each Part, as well as to the Carriage or Dif* 

[f] Thus when the f reach afe tfaeEx^reffioa of urn hnicbefirt grm* 
citufe, they mean it properly of Grace; but when they iay, detyeux 
tra gracUux, it then falls to the Share i^ the Paflioaai and aieaiia 
kind or favourable. , 

pofition 
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)K$fitiofl of A6 whole Bhdy ; but how mticb mbttit 
belongs to the ti^d^ than to any other Part, may 
be feen in the Pieces of the mod celebrated Painters; 
and partieil}ai4y5 in thofe of Ghiifh ; .who has beeh 
rather too laviih in beflowing this Beauty oit almoS: 
all his fine Women, whereas Nature has given it 
in fo high a begrefe But to very few« 

The Tttfhs t^ thfe Neck arc eictremefy tipablfe 
of Grace ; artd 44** V6ry eafy to be obfcrved, tsxi 
very difficult to be Accounted for. 

How much of this Grace may belong to the Arm^ 
and Feet, as well as to the Neck i^d Head, may bo 
feen in dancing ; but it is not only in genteel Mo- 
tibns, thai & very pretty Woman will be graceful ; 
and Ovid ("Who was h great a Mik^et In all the Pa^ 
of Beauty) had very good Reafon for iayiog [/]« 
That when VenuSj to pleafe her Gallant, imitated 
the hobbling Gait of her Hu{band^ her very Lame* 
nefs had U ff^iX de&l of Prettinefs and Grace in it, 

" Every [a] Motion of a graceful Woman (&y» 
another Writer of the fame Age) is fall of Grace*** 

[f] Nee V«im orasti (neqne eDim Dea moltfor ulh eft) 

Ruftica Gradtvo dtfidllive imA \ 
Ah quotiet laiciva pedes rifiiTe fna(riii 

Dicitur, & duns arte vel igae maniK! 
Marte palam^ fimulat Vnlcanum : hnittti 4ecebat ; 

(Mi* de Artt Amamii, %* 5 *««. 

[u] Illam, quicqmd agit, "quoqad vcftigh vertit, 
Otfmponit fnfttm fabiequiturque decor. 

She 
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£he dcdgns nothing by it perhaps, and may even not 
be fenfible of it herfelf j and indeed (he fliould not 
be fo too much ; for the Moment that any Gefture 
or A£lion appears to be affedted^ it ceafes to be 
graceful. 

Hofiaci [at j and Virgil feem to extend Grace fo far^ 
as to the Flowing of the Hair ; and [^] Tibullus^ 
even to the Drefs of his Miftrefs i but then he affigns 
it more to her Manner of putting on, and appeart- 
ing in whatever (be wears, than to the Drefs itfelf. 
It is true, there is another wicked Poet, who has 
^id (with much lefs Decency) ^' that Dreis is the 
« better [z] Half of the Woman/' 

There are Two very diftinQ (and, as it were, op- 
pofite) Sorts of Grace; the Majeftic, and the Fa* 

[x] Crinc decorom. ^Poraee, lib. i. Od. 32, I2, 

Intonfofqoe agitaret Apollinis anra capillos. Id, Epod, 1 5. 9* 
Ipfe jogis Cynthi graditor ^ moUique fluentem 
Fronde prexnit cruiein fingens, atque implicit auro : 
Tela fonant hameris. Haud illo fegoior ibac. 
^neas; taatam egregiodecus enitet oxe. Virgil. JEn. iv. 150^ 
./knd again of the fame : 
Os humerofque Deo fimiliy : mimqae ipfe decoram 
Caefariem nato genitrix, lumenque jayentae 
Purpurei^m^ te Istos ocalis afflarat honorea. ^a. i. 591. 

[y] Seu folirit crines, fufis decet efle capillis i 

Sea comfit, comtii eft veneranda comii : 
Urit, feu Tyria voluit procedere palla ; 

Urit, feu nivca Candida vefte venit i 
.Talis in xterno felix Vertumnus Olympo 
'Milie habet ornatus^ miUe decenter iubet* 

TikuUus^ lib, iv. £1. a. X4« 
[x\ «»^.«« Pars mliuma eft ipfa puella fni, Ovid. 

miliar; 
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mtliar ; I ihould have called the latter by the Name 
of Pieaiing, had not I been afraid of a Tautology | 
for Grace is Pleaiingnefs itfelf : The former belongs 
chiefly to the very fine Women ^ and the latter, to 
the very pretty ones ; That is more commanding, 

and This the more delightful and engaging. The 
Grecian Painters and Sculptors ufed to exprefs the 
former moft ftrongly in the Looks and Attitudes of 
their Minerva's ; and the Jatter, in thofe of Fenus^ 

• 
Xenophon, in his Choice of Hercules (or, alt leaft, 
the excellent Tranflator of that Piece) has made, 
juft the fame Di(lin£tion in the Perfonages of Wif- 
dom and Pleafure ; the former of which he defcribes 
as moving on to that young Hero, with the majeftic 
Sort of Grace 4 and the latter, with the familiar, 

Cractfidyjet each woith different Grace they mo*ve ; 
IhisfirlhngfaafdJfwe^ that fofter ^nmng Love \a\. 

The ftrongeft Examples of each kind that I ever re« 
member to have feen, was Lady S * ♦ *, for the 
majeftic Sort of Grace \ Lady ii * * *, for the 
familiar ; and Mrs. £ * * *, for each, at different 
Times ; and fometimes for both of them united and 
blended, together. 

But not to have you imagine, that I am inclined 
to co(ifine this Part of Beauty only to Perfons of 
Quality and Diftin£tion \ I (hall jufl add, that We 
meet it, not unfrequently, even on the Stage \ and 

[«] Choice of Htteuhs, ftaiviiu 

Vol. I. D particu^ 
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pavticklarly, in Ait Sort of Daaices vASA zib 
m^ant to cxprefs Chara£ters and Paffions i and iit 
vAiioh ybtt may eafily jccoIIe£l how much C$matg0 
exccUed, far the Bobkr Sort of Grace ; abd FoffxH'^ 
in^ for the more tender and pathetic. 

There is no Poet I have ever read, who feems to 
m^ to undcrftand this Part of Beauly fo wdJ as our 
ov^n Milton. He fycdkt of thefe Two Sorts of Grace. 
vcrydiftinftly; and gives thq Majeirtic [A] to hi» 
Jdmy and both the Familiar and Majeftic ta J?Wf ; 
but the latter in a lefs Degree than thefomxer : la 

[f] TWO of f^r aoUer Sliap«, ere^ and tall, 
OodUIwercH;, with native Honour clad. 
In naked MajcRy, fccm'd Lords df all j 
And worthy feem'd. F«fr in their Lddti difMp 
The Image of their gloriotts Maker ihonc : 
Truth, Wifdom, Saaftitude fevcrc and pure 5 
Sevcwe, hut in true filial Freedom ptacM ; 
WKenee true Authority in Men : Though both' 
Not equal, as their Ser hot equal, feem'd, 
Uor Contempbtion he,k aW Valour, fofm'd I 
For Softnfift ihe, and fwcct attraftive Grace. 

r efpy'd thee, fthr indeed and taH^ 
- Ifhder » Pltotaiii j yet mcthou^t le£s ^aif , 
i i^i^ win»»9R foft, lafc amiably mild. 
Than that ijnooth watry Image. ■ 

(Eve, of MamtnA hetfdf.) tB* Ttn ^Q» 
Her heavenly ijorm 



jAas^c,. hut mtK foft and feminine ^ 

Her snce6il Innpoejjce ; her ev'qr Air ^ -, 

Of Geftux^, or leaft Aftion. ■ ' ■ B"- "C. 4W« 

Grace waain all herSte^: HewVl ii» her Eye 5 

ln«T'iy 0«ft«w> BigaigrjuidJjaw. B..Triiv.4%> ^ » 

Speaking, or mute, all Comelinefa and Grace 

Attends thee 5 «i&M<b Wosd, cwh-MotiQP^ %rffls. J»* 2ft3- 

Anng 
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iaittg which he iOtlight etcher be led by his own cx^ 
celleht Judgtaent, ot poffibly might have an £ye tp 
what is iaid by [r} Cicen^ in fpeaking on this Sub- 

Though Grace is fo difficult to be accoiinte^ tot 

in general ; yet I have obferv'd Two particular 

Things, which (I think) hold univdfdly in relation 
to it. 

The Firft is : " That there is no Grace, without 
*^ Motion *y by which I mean,* without fome gen- 
teel or pleafing Motion, either of the whole 6ody, or 
of foaie Limb, or, at leaft, oi fo^e Feature. And 
it may be heifce^ thistt Lord Bacon {mdi^ perhaps, 
Haiaci [W]) call Grace, by the Name of decent 
Motion ; jaft as if iSiey were equivalent Terms* 

Virgti in one Place points out the Wajettjr of yuho^ 
and in another the graceful Air otjpollo [^], by onty 

ItitohiemUe» that in eachof the Three laftPaflages^ MiRtktc&M 
to have hacl tHoie Lines of ^huttusin his Thoi^;^ s 
nUdn, qui^^'<d ai^it; qin^b'^ TdB^a vertlt^ 
OompOtfrt fUrtim fi^fequitmrque detor* 

[c] Venuftatem, inuliebrem docere debemus ; dignitatem^ Tmlem* 
Gctro it Offic* lib. i. 130. 

[d] In Beauty, that of Favour is more than that of Colour ^ and 
t^kt ol ieidtkz im ieclfit M4t)oti, mott tlnln that of Tihrouh Lord 
$ac9i^t Works, vdL iii«'f. |6ft« 

Quo fugit Venus, heu ! qiiove color ? Cfeciens 

Quo motus .^— - (For fo, I think, this Paffage ihould be read |, 
becaufe the Bpit&^t OT ^rdr^flUf, onih^ Ifefcmg to C6tcto>) /■ i ■* 
Horacty lib. iv. Od'. xllf. xl. 

[tf] Aft ego, quae iMih iMdit rifftik mLSS, jtn. u 46. 

Ipie jogis CyntfiS j^rwHtvfi^. .. ' fc ■ '• 4 A^, if. 147. 

© 2 • - feying. 
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faying, that they move ; and poffibly he means no 
more, when he makes the Motion of Venus [f } 
the principal thing, by which jEneas difcovers her 
under all her Difguife ; though the Commentators^ 
as ufual, would fain find out a more dark and myf- 
terious Meaning for it. 

All the beft Statues are reprefented as in fome 
A£lion, or Motion ; and the moft graceful Statue 
in the World (the Jpollo Belvedere) is fo much fo, 
that when ooe faces it at a little Diftance, one is 
almoft apt to imagine, that he is aftually going to 
move on toward you. 

All graceful Heads, even in the Portraits of the 
beft Painters, are in Motion ; and very ftrongly in 
thofe of Gutdo in particular ; which, as you may re- 
member, are all cither cafting their Looks up toward 
Heaven, or down to^vard the Ground, or fide- way, 
as regarding fome Objeft. A Head that is quite uii- 
aftive, and flung flat upon the Canvas (like the 
traces on Medals after the Fall of the Roman Em- 
pire, or the Gothic Heads before the Revival of the 
Arts) will be fo far/rom having any Grace, that it 
will not even have any Life in it. 

The Second Obfervation is : « That therecanbc 
" no Grace, with Impropriety ;*'or, in other Words, 

£/] Dixit) & avertens rofea cenrice refblfits , 

Ambrofiae^ue coaiae divioum vertice odortm 
Spiravere : pedis TcftU dcfliuut ad .ipiot } 
£t Ycra inceflti patnit Pea. lUe vbi matrem 
Agnovit, &c. •— ^ JEm» i« 4^6. 

2 tlut 
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that nothing can be graceful, that is not adapted to 
the Characters of the Perfon. 

The Graces of a little lively Beauty would be« 
come ungraceful in a Charadler of Majefty ; as the 
majeftic Airs of an Emprefs would quite deftroy the 
Prettinefs of the former. The Vivacity that adds a 
Grace to Beauty in Youth, would give an additional 
Deformity to old Age ; and the very fame Airs, 
which would be charming on fome Occafions, may 
be quite ihocking when extremely mif-timed, or 
extremely mif*placed» 

. The infeparable Union of Propriety and Grace 
feems to have been the general Senfe of Mankind ; 
as we may guefs from the [g] Languages of feveral 
Nations ; in which fome Words that anfwer to our 
Proper or Becoming, are ufed indifferently for 
Beautiful or Graceful. 

• And yet I qannot think- (as ibme feein inclined to 
do) that Grace confifts entirely in Propriety j be- 
taufe Propriety is a Thing eafyenougb to be under* 
ftood, and Grace (after all we can fay about it) very 
difEcult. Propriety threfore and Grace are no more, 
one and the fame Thing, than Grace and Motion 
are : 'Tis true, it cannot fubfift without either ; but 
then there feems to be fomething elfe, what I cannot 
explain, and whati do not know that ever any body 
has explained, that goes to the Compofition ; and 

[g\ Thus, among tlie Greeks, the Wordi n^iirov and Xdhtv, and 
among the Romans, Pulctrum and Decens, or Decorum, are ofed in. 
diiTcttncly for one another. 

D 3 which 
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v^ich poiBbly may give. Its greateft Focce andPIcii* 
fingnefs. 

Whatever are the Caufcs of its, this is certam, 
that Grace is the chief of aU the conftituent Pans 
of Beauty ; and fo much fo, that it feems to be tHe 
only one which is abfolutely and univer&liy adw 
mired : All the reft are only relative. Oae likes a 
brunette Beauty better than a fair cme ; I may love 
a little Woman, and you a large one, beft ; a Per-r 
ion of a mild Tamper will be fond of the gentler 
falEons in the Face, and one of a bolder Caft: 
may choofe to have more Vivacity and more vigor* 
ous Pafiions exprefled there : But Grace is found in 
f<fw> and is pleafing to alK 

Grace, like Poetry, muft be born witha Perfon ; 
and is never, wholly^ to be. acquired by Art« 

The moft celebrated of all the ancient Painters, 
i;^s JpiUes I and die mof( celebrated of all the Mo- 
xiern, Raphael : And it is remarkable, thst the diftin- 
guiihing Character of each of them was Grace. In- 
i^eiy that alon^ could have give^ tbem fo h;gl^4 
Preeminence over all their other Competitors* 

Grace, has nothiiig t^ 4r wit}> the loweft Part of 
Beauty, or Color ; very little witl) Shape, and very 
much with thePafions ; for it is flie v^q gives their 
Ugbeft Zeft, an4 the moft deU^ioiis Part of their 
Pleaitngnefs to the Sxpreifllo^^ of ^ach of them. 

I • A» 
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All the ether Pavts of Bettukyan pUafing us fdoif 
Dcgrte, bttt Goce is Ple9&igiic& itfidf ; and the <M 
Remans in general Teem to have had thi^ Notion of 
it ; as may be inferred from the original' Import 
Ik] of the Name» wfiich tliey iifed fcur this Pah of 
Beauty. 

The Greet f 9 as well as the Romamy mull havt 
been of thi9 C^inon ; when, m fettling tfaekr ft^ 
tbology, they made the Graces the conftavit Atten* 
daots^ of Ferttn^ or this Caufe of Lore ^ and, ittFa£l^ 
there is nothing caufes Love fo generally, and fo ir- 
rcfiftibly, as Gr^i^. *Tis like Ac C^us of the 
fameGoddefs, whicfa^was fui»pofed tocompirehend [ij 

lb'\ Gratia^ hfumgratutf <» ptM&ig; and if;<«r^ frott ibMff^> or 
becoming. 

no(X<Xo>* fvdet 2^ « 3'e7vx7)]^t« vavia rilviiicr, 
E^' Ik |t«v ♦iXoluip, IV ^ IfAifi; nr ^ Ottpicvc* 

Toy p«« i/u4aXfi XH^'^t sw^ t' e^ar', m t* ove^« Jft 

Tq n;v TouTov 2/May1«9 tiw S' CT^JeaTde* xoX^Trw^ 
noiXiXov,w sv( «rAy7a Ti\tuj(tS:tt,i,^ 9uH ft ^fju. 
AVffvScv yi'nia'^at, i,ri ^ari oyo-t fjuvatvaf, 

Q.q^OtfjMtn'fifh&owirti'Btrofnetlifn^ 
Wuhia-aa'a ^ iViifa too ryxcSBtla Kt/hfoi, Horn, If, {. zf^* 

Shefaid ^ with Awe divine» the Quren of Love 
Obey'd the Sifter W the Wife of Jove .• 
And from hec&agrantBceaft the Zone unbraced. 
With yarioas Skill and high Embroidery gracV* 
In this^w^s ov'^y Art, and cv*ry Charm, ' 
To win the wifeft, and the coldeft warm : 
Fond Love, tlie gentle Vow, the gay Oefire, 
Th^ kind Deceit, the illll reviving Fire, 

D 4 every 
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every thing that was winning and engaging in it ; 
and befide all,' to oblige the Heart to Love, l>]r a 
iecretand inexplicable Force, like that of fome ma* 
gic Charm. 

As Crito paufed here, both Milesius and 
TiMANTHEs thanked him fot his Account of a 
Thing, which they had never heard fo far accounted 
for beifbre ; and the latter added, that in his Divi- 
lion of the Parts which conftitute Beauty,, he, at 
firft, thought him guilty of an Omiffion, in not ad- 
ding a Fifth, that of Motion, Crito faid,. that 

. Perfuafive Speech^ and more perfuafive Sighs^ 
Silence that fpoke, and Eloquence of Eyes. 
This on her Hand the Q^^/m Goddefs laiil^ 
Take this, and with it all thy Wifli, ibe faid : 
With Smiles ihe to6k the Charm ; and (iniling preft 
The pow*rful Ctftut to her fnowy Breaft. Pope, H, spiv. %^&, 

la M«tte*s Imitation of the fame Paiiage is extremely good 
loo ; though he adds a French Flourifli at the End of it. 
Ce tiflu, le fimbole <Se la caofe a la fois 
Du pcuvoir de 1*. amour, du charme defes loiz. 
Elle enflamme let yeuz, de cet ardeur qui touche | 
D'on fourire enchanteur^ Mle anime U bouche : 
Paifionne la voix, en.adoucit lea foni i 
Prete ces tours heureux, plus forts que les raifons : 
Infpire, pour toucher, ces tendres (Iratagemes ^ 
Ces itfus attiraSnSy V ccuei} des fages memes : 
Et Da nature enfin y Toalot reofermer 
Tottt^e qui perfuade, Se ce qui fait aimer. 

En prenaot ce tiflu* que Venus lui prefente, 
Tunon n* etoit qve belle, die devient charmante. 
Les graces, ic les ris, les plalHrs, & les jenx, 
Surpeis cherchent Vtnusj doutent qui V ell dies deoz ; 
1/ Amour meme troqipe, trouve Junon plus belle j 
£tj| Ton arc a la main, deja vole apres clle> 

he 
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he had not forgot that, but thought it was compre* 
bended under the other Heads. For all genteel Mo* 
iion (fays hp) as I have been To lately mentioning, 
falls under the Article of Grace; whence /fcr/zr^calls 
it by it*s true Name of graceful Motion ; and com- 
mon Motions are only fo many Variations of the 
Attitude, or Pqfition of the particular Parts of th^ 
Body, and Features of the Face : The more figni- 
ficant of whichj belong to the Article of the PaiEons ; 
andthejefs fignificant, may becomprehended under 
that of mere Form or Figure. And now I mention 
Horaci^ added he, it is obfervable enough, that he, 
and the other Roman Authors, have diftin£l Name^ 
for each of my Four conftituent Parts of Beauty, 
which the Commentators and Didionary- writers 
have been fometimes too apt to miftake for Names 
of Beauty in general. Thus for the Firft they ufc 
the Word Color ; for the Second, Forma ; for the 
.Third, they feem to have had feveral diftinft Names, 
according to the different Sorts of Paflions whofe 
Deligbtfulnefs they fpoke of j for the Fourth, they 
^i^^^ Gratia and Decor ^ when they fpoke of it in 
general ; and Venujlas or DignitaSj when they had 
a mind to be more particular. Their Word N!tor 
too r>tj, and fome others of a like Import, which 
feem fometimes to be ufed in general for Beauty, 

rn ....-.»-. Upanei nitor Hebri; fforat. Lib. iii. Od« xii. 6^ 

Urit me Glycenc lu'tor 
Splcodcotis Pario marmore pun us. 

JJ, Lib. i. Od. XIX. 6. 

The Epithets marmoreuf, ehumeui, and eandiJus, are all applied tp. 
Beauties by the Roman Poets ; fometimes as to their Shap^, and fome- 
times as to the Shiningncfs here fpolcen of. 

belong 
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belong more properly to t^at fupcrficia! Sort of 
Beauty, which I mentioned ki part under the Firft 
Heady in fpcaking of the fiHcy Appearance of the 
Skin, and the Luniinoufnefs in fonie Eyes. But to 
talk of Things rather than Words ; I fhould hi 
wilUng to add fomc general Ohfcrvatioristhat I have 
tpade, at Times, in thinking, on this Subjeft. 

It has been ohferved hy feme Writers^ that (fliero 
is naturally a great deal of Propriety in Pleafare ; 
or, in other Words,- that Pleafiire is annexed by 
Nature to fuch Things as arc proper for our Prcfer* 
vation, and Pain to* fuch as would be deftruAtve to 
tis. Thus Pleafiire^ for Example, 19 annexed to 
Food and Exercife ; and Pain, to ftich Degrees of 
Abftincncc and Indolence as wouM be hurtful. The 
. fame may be obfervcd in the different Sort of Plea- 
fures, adapted to each Stage of human Life. Thus 
in Infancy, when Growth is as neceflby as Sup- 
port, we have more frequent Returns of Appetite^ 
and more Pleafure in Feeding i and as frequent 
!Fcpding requires the more Exercife, the chief Plea- 
fuie of that Age confifts in the Love of Motion^ 
^mi in ^ Series of little fportive Exercifes. The 
fawe is carried on in other Pleafures, equally adapt- 
ed to the middle and latter Stages of Life j fo far; 
that whenever Nature b^s affixed a Pleafure, flie 
feems to lead and conivA us toward fome Duty or 
other ', qither for the Prcfervation of Ae Individual, 

OE the Continuance of the Species. 

«» ■ • 

There is a great 4?al of the fame Propriety to be 
Obferved, in the Difpenfation of Beauty and Defor- 
mity. 
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biid» difegftee^fefc. Virtue isi liitwrajly tb^.jnoft 
b^^tj^iful 9ii4 i^y^iy Thiog in die World ; 2nd 
Vipe thfi mpft o.dioM^ and <ifforw?4 

• Th«rd is alfeia Ppqp^ictfy in tlie Timing' q| Bmu* 
ty. . ThuH hx Inf^ce, 9 Paach cr ^ Fin^-^ple 
syse in t}\6ir highdl Beauty^ juft at tbe Ticoe t^ 
they fhould fase cat. They want a Ripened of Co-r 
lors, a» well' si& of Tafte, till they come to Azt 
State ; and gradually decay in Beauty, as they g9 
fivther and £2rther from it. 

It might found odd to yojU) if I &pt|I4Tay» tiu^t 
a Woman i«-like a Pinq-apple ; yet the Similitude 
A^rould hold much farther, and in more Particulars^ 
than any one would at firA imagine* She has her 
Seaibn of gcQwing to her greateft State of Beauty^ 
of Continuance in it^ and of a Decay fro^n it, aa 
well as that ; and the higheft Se^fon of their Beau- 
ty is juft as propjerLy timed ia one Cafe^ as in the 
other* 

As to Quantity of Beauty, in particular Per- 
fpns, I have (Ometim^s. h^d a, Thought, which ma^ 
fierve (atleaft) to divert you^ Xou know that MoniJl 
4^ PileSi, in his Liyes o/ the Painters^, ha^ lajid down 
a Scale by which one mayjudge of their coaiparativc 
Clxcell^nce. Now I (hould thjnk, that a Scaje niight 
be fettled in the fao^ Manner, by which one might 
judge tolerably well of the proportional ExcqUence in 
any of our mc^ celebrated Beauties^ hi tbk Sc^le,^ 
I wouldfet the higheft E:;cellcnce in Color, at Ten ; 

in 
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in Shape, at Twenty j in Expreffion, at Thirty 5 
uni m Grace, at Fbrty. So that the greateft £x- 
ccKcnce of Beauty, at the higheft Reckoning in each 
Part of it^ would amount in all to One Hundred. 

There is probably no Inftance of tbc*hfghcft Ex- 
.cellence in all thefe Particulars, in any one Perfon» 
They who run very high in foraie Articles, are of- 
ten as deficient in others. If I was to ftate the Ac- 
GOttDt, as to fome particular Ladies, who have been 
generally allowed to be very great Beauties, I (hould 
affign to Lady i. 5''* * % Eight for Color, Four 
for Shape, Twenty-five for Expreffion, and Ten for 
Grace ; in all, Forty-feven ; not quite half-way in 
the complete Sum of Excellence: — To Mrs* 
jfm « ♦^ Eight for Color, Seventeen for Shape, 
Fifteen for Expreffion, and Twenty for Grace ; in 
all. Sixty Degrees of Excellence : — And to Mrs* 
J? * * *, Eight for Color, Ten for Shape, Twenty- 
five for Expreffion, and Thirty for Grace ; in all^ 
Seventy-three. And that is the higheft Sum, that I 
could in Confcience allow to any Woman that I 
have ever yet feen. 

Extreme Deformity (hould be rated, under each 
Article, at the fame Numbers as the higheft Excel- 
lence ; and, in mixt Beauties, Ded unions (hould be 
made for them, in the fame Manner as the Additi- 
ons are for the former. Thus for Example, Mrs. 
M* * *, for Color Six, Shape Fifteen ; Expreffion 
Twenty, tobededufted ; Grace Five 5 which will 
reduce her other Degrees of Excellence only to Six. 

Others 
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Others would have -no Share at aUjinoisrprelent 
Subjed; as falling, under each Article, to the fia^ 
lance of Deformity. Thus Mrs. P * * *, bad 
Color Six, Shape ^///^ Four, Expreflion of bad PaiT- 
fions Twenty-five, Ungracefulnefs Ten ; which to- 
gether snake Forty-five^ all on the wrong Side of 
the Queftion, 

" # * 

I do not pretend, in all this, to have made my 
Calculations exa£lly ; but rather to point out toyoci, 
what might be done by fuch as are more exad 
Judges of Beauty than 1 can pretend to be. The 
beft may be liable to fome little falfe Byas or other 5 
but if their Calculations did not anfwer in vvery 
Point prccifely to the Truth, they might at leaft 
come very near it« 

Thefe exa£l Judges indeed may not be fo Fre^ 
quently to be met with ; for Judgment, as well «i 
Beauty, is dealt out in very unequal Proportions*© 
Mankind ; and a very great Excellence in ekfecr^ 
falls to the Lot of but a few. However, good 
Judgment is the more common of the Two ; and, 
I believe. People in general are more capable «f 
judging right of Beauty (at leaft, in fome Parts of 
it) than they are of moft other Things* 

Yet there are a great many Caufcs, apt to miflead 
the Generality in their Judgments of Beauty | and 
I (hail beg leave to enumerate fome of thero^ 

f 
\ 



If the Afeflion is entirely engaged by any 6ne 
ObjeS, a Man is apt to allow all PcrffeiSions to 
that Perfon ; and very li'tflc, in Comparifoh, to itnf 
body elfe 5 or, if they ever commend others highly^ 
it is for feme Circumftahce in which they bear 
Ibme Refemblahce to th^ir favourite Objed. 

People are very often mifled in their Judgmeiits, 
; by a Similitude either of their own Temper, 5r Per* 
fonage, in others. It is hence, that a Perfon of a 
mild Temper is moreaptlobe pleafed with the gent- 
ler Paffions in the Face of his Miftrefs ; and one of 
a very lively Turn would choofe more of Spirit and 
Vivacity in his ; that little People are inclined to 
prefer pretty Women, and larger People majeftfc 
ones ; and fo on, in a great Variety of Inftaricei, 
This may be called falling in Love with ourfelves, 
at Second-hand 5 and Self-love (whatever other 
X*ove may be) is fometimes fo falfe-flghted, that it 
may make the moft plain, and even the.moft diT- 
agreeable Things fecm beautiful and pleafing. 

I rcmpinber, at the Tryal of the Scolch Lords a 
few Years ago in TVeJlminJler-hally a Pair of apilh 
Lovers, that fat by each other \ and gave no fmull 
Diverfion to a good Part of that large Compktty, 
before the Lords made their Appearance. They 
, ,^ere perpetually turning their Heads toward each 
other^ a good deal in the fame M^anner, and at the 
fame Time ; fmiled together, grinned together, attd 
« laughed out together. All their Actions were pleaf- 
ing 
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i#g to eticb Other^ though fo very dirplealing to, 
every bddy elfe. 

Sometifhes an Idea of Ufeifulnefs may give a Turn 
to our ideas of Beattty ; as the very fame Things 
are reckoned Beauties in a Coach-horfe, which 
would be fo many Blemi{hes in a Race-horfe. 

I have often thought fome Ladies alitde too «h- 
guarded, ad to this Particular. They feem to have 
the Folypbemus \l] Idea of Beauty \ and talk as if 
It w^ a Maxim abfelutdy eftabli&ed in their 
Breads, that nothing can be beautiful, unlefsithas 
fome Approach to the Gigantic. *' Such a Man,*' 

fays Mrs, D ♦ ♦ *, ** is really a pretty Fell^^, 

• 

\f\ Wh0i Vfjifet, after faavfog put oat that Ofikpt's J^yQ ielk hlfli 
lua vead Name and Charadbr j the Moafier make« the foUowicig £x« 
cJAinatioii s 

E^xi Tt« iydahf»ttVT(C «wip iff t< fAiyAQ re, 

O; /lAM s^ ToSli VAvJa TiXivlij^a^d^t cmio-a-m* 

JCttgon f^ OSt07}^ afAapmcraa-bai vrfotm^, "- 

AXX* am TfVa ^t« ft^yav xtu aoAov i&)^/ui)f 

tydoST iXtvrf0-'^A(9 /CAi^&XKV iirmfietMf a^ienv 

Q^JUbtau <ft<n wr t»« ■ 0>. 1. 516. « . 

Oh He&y^JM I Oh Faith of anciant Pr opheciei ! 
Thii Ikltmus Eurymides foretold : 1 ■■ 
Long fince lie Mdi«;*d, fach >Mis Heav'm Cdt/eMOii ' ) 

And ii^taiM G7j^:ai thft d«tia*d Hand, 
r^eam^diiime^^iE^ Giant to behold : 
OrJofty Hero, lianghty, brave, and bold : 
Kot this w4ak pygmy Wretch. — • 

^< though 
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** though fo little ;'* without confidering^ that hr 
could not be fo pretty, if he was larger* And then 
is fhe for ever crying up her chief Favourite, Mr. 
J&* **, with that very bad Face, and thofe very 
bad Paffions which generally appear in it^ only be«» 
caufe his Shoulders fpread a good deal wider, than- 
they ought to do* 

But the greateft and moft general Mifleader of our 
Judgments, in relation to Beauty, is Cuilom, or 
the different national Taftes for Beauty ; which 
turn chiefly on the Two lower Parts of it. Color 
ai^d Form. 

* 

It was from the moil common Shape of his Coun* 
try women that Rubens^ in his Pictures, delights fo 
much in Piumpnefs ; not to give it a worfeName* 
Whenever he was to reprefent the moft beautiful 
Women, he is fure to give them a good Share of 
Corpulence. It feems as if nobody could be a 
Beauty with him, under Two Hundred Weight. 
His very Grates arc all fat. , 

But this may go much farther than mere Bulk ; it 
will reach even to very great Deformities i which 
fometimes grow into Beauties, where they are ha- 
bitual and general. One of our own Countrymen 
(who was a particularly handfome Man} in his tra- 
velling ovcx the JlpSy was detained by a Fever in 
pne of thofe Villages, where every grown Perfon 
has that Sort of Swellings in the Neck, which they 
call G^tirs $ and of which I have feen fome, very 
nea^ as big as their Heads* Thefirft Sunday that he 

was 
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was able, he went to their Church (for he was a. 
Roman Catholic) to return Thanks to Heaven for 
hi; Recovery. A Man of fo good a Figure, and io 
well dreft, had probably never before been within 
the Walls of that Chapel. Every body's Eyes were 
fixed upon him ; and as they went out, they cried 
out, loud enough for him to hear them ; '^ O how 
*^ completely handfome would that Man be, if he 
«« bad but a Goter /" 

In fome of the moft military Nations of Africa^ 
no Man is reckoned handjfbme that has not Five or 
Six Scars in his Face. This Cuftom might, poffibly, 
at firft, be introduced among them to make them 
leis afraid of Wounds in that Part, in Battle ; but, 
however that was, it grew at laft to have fo great a 
Share in their Idea of Beauty, that they now cut 
and flafh the Faces of their poor little Infants, in 
order to give them thofe Graces when they are 
grown up, which are fo neceflary to win the Hearts 
of their MiftreiTes ; and which, with the Affiftance 
of fome Jewels, or Ingots of Gold, in their Nofes, 
Ears, and Lips, muft certainly be irrefiftible to the 
Ladies of that Country, 

The Covering each Cheek all over with a burn- 
ing Sort of Red Color, has long been looked upon 
in a neighbouring Country to be as neceflary to ren- 
der a Fine Lady's Face completely beautiful, as 
dieie Scars are for the Beaux in Africa. 

. 'Tis really furprifing, that there ihould be fowide 

a Difference in die Taftes of Two Countries, as 

V©t. I. E there 
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there is in this Particular between the French and us ; 
when the bordering People of each live nearer toge- 
ther, than the Inhabitants do in the Extremes of one 
of our own moderate Counties ; as, for Inflance^ 
in this good County of Surrey^ in particular. 

The firft Time I faw the Ladies all ranged in the 
Front of the Boxes, at the Opera at Paris^ they 
feemed to me to look like a long Bed of high-colour- 
ed fullblown Pionies in a Garden. 

The Two prettiefl; Women I have ever feen, ve 
the Duchefs of jB * * *, in France^ and Mr$. 
if * * ♦, in England 'y and the very Reafon why \ 
jQiould give the Preference to the latter of the Two 
is, that the former is obliged, by the Faihion of 
the Country where (he lives, to heighten theColpr 
of the Rofes which Nature has fcattered over h^r 
Cheeks, into one great Mafs of Vermilion. 

Were a Frenchman^ on his firft Coming oyer hi- 
ther, to fee a Sett of our greateft Beauties all in a 
Row, he might, probably, think theqi like a Bed 
of Lilies ; or, at leaft, like a Border of light-co- 
loured Pinks. 

In fad, when the Count di Gramnmt Wi^. i|( 
England in King Charles the Second's Tiqf\^,^ ^hfigt 
the Court was £b gay, and fo pfi^tiQi^laifly yg^U fu^*;. 
nifhed with Beauties ; he faid, *^ That the Englijb 
^* Ladies were particularly hand(bme ^ but ^at it 
** was z great Pity &at they were ail fo pale." 

The 
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The natural Complexion of the Italian Ladies is 
of a higher Glow than ours ufually are ; and yet 
Mr. Aidifon is very jufl:, in making a Numidian call 
the Ladies of the fame Country, '* [m] pale, unri- 
" pened Beauties.'* 

The Prince of Aimamabdo^ who had been fo long, 
and laterly fo much ufed to the European Complexion, 
yet faid, a little before he left London j '• That 
" MifsC * ♦ * would be the moft charming Wo- 
" man in the World, if (he was but a Negro." 

I remember to have read, in an Account of fome 
of thcfartheft Travels that any of our People have 
made up the River Gambia ; that when they came 
to fome Villages, where^ probably, no Europeans 
had ever been before, the Women ran frightened 
and fcreaming from them ; on taking them to be 
Devils, merely on Account of the Whitenefs of 
thjBir Complexion. 

I cannot help obferving to you, that Heaven is 
very good and merciful to Mankind even in making 
us capable of all this Variety of Miftakes. If every 
Peirfon judged exa£Uy right of Beauty, every Man 

[a] The |l«wi]^ Dames of Zama*s royal Court 
Haye Faces fluiht with more exalted Charms : 
The SuDy that rolls his Chariot o*er their Heads, 
Works up more Fire and Color ip their Cheeks : 
VTerq yQQ with tl^efe, my Prince, you*d foon forget 
The pale, umipenMy Beauties of the North ! 

Sypbax, to Juba \ in &/«• A€t u Scene 4,. 
E 1 that 
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that was in Love in fuch a Diftrid, would be in 
Love with the fame Woman. Only confidcr of 
what fatal Confequence that muft be, in any City or 
Town that you are beft acquainted with. The ac- 
knowledged Fair one, in the fame Manner, could 
choofe out but one happy Man for her Favourite, in 
all her Town of Lovers ; and all the refl muft be 
left in a State of Defpair. This (as bad as it would 
he) is only the beft Side of the Cafe, and fuppoiing 
every thing to be carried on with a Patience and 
Tranquillity, which would then be almoft impoffible i 
for, in Truth, if the AfFe£tions of all centred on the 
fame Obje£t, nothing but perpetual Quarrels and 
Mifchiefs would be to be apprehended. The fuperior 
Beauty' of each Hamlet would be the OhjeQ, of the 
Hate and Malice of all the reft of her own Sex in it ; 
and the Caufe of Diflenfion and Murders among all 
of the other. If this would hold in one Town, it 
would hold, for the fame Reafons, in every other 
Townor'Diftrid ; and of Courfe, there would be 
nothing more wanting than this univerial right 
Judgment of Beauty, to render the whole World 
one continued Scene of Blood and Mifery. 

But now that Fancy has, perhaps, more to do with 
Beauty than Judgment, there is an Infinityof Taftes^ 
and confequently an Infinity of Beauty ; for, to the 
Mind of the Lover, fuppofed Beauty is full as good 
as real. Every body may now choofe out what hap- 
pens to hit his own Turn and Caft. The honeft 
Ruftic can think himfelf happy in his Woman of a 
good (Irong Make, and Sun-burnt frowfy Com- 
plexion ; 



t 
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plexion ; theifine Gentleman may be Weft in his 
Coquette; the common Soldier can delight himftif 
with his Gin-drinking Trull ; and the Captain with 
his military Miftrefs. 

This incrcafes the Extent of Beauty vaftly, and 
makes it in a Manner univerfal ; for there are but 
few People, in comparifon, that are truly beautiful ; 
but every body may be beautiful in the Imagination 
of fome one or other. As I havefaid before, fome 
may delight themfelves in a black Skin, and others 
in a white ; fome in a gentle natural Rofinefs of 
Complexion, others in a high, exalted, artificial 
Red 5 fome Nations, in Waifts difproportionably 
large ; and another, in Waifts as difproportionably 
fmall. In fhort, the moft oppofite Things imagina- 
ble may each be looked upon as beautiful, in whole 
different Countries ; or by different People, in the 
fame Country. 

1 (hould be apt to make a Diftin£tion here again, 
as to the Two former Par,*^ of Beauty, and the 
Two latter. Fancy has much more to do in the 
Articles of Form and Color, than in thpfe of the 
Paffions and Grace, The good Paflions, as they are 
vifibleon the Face, are apparent Goodnefs, and that 
muft be generally amiable ; and true Grace, where* 
ever it appears to any Degree, I fhould think, muft 
be pleafing to every human Creature $ or, perhaps, 
this may never appear in the Women of any Na- 
tion, where the Men are grown fo favage and brutal, 
as to have loft all Tafte for it. 

E 3 Yet, 
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> Yet, even as to Grace itfelf, under the Notion 
of Pleafingnefs (as I was jaft now calling it), it may 
become almoft univerfal ; and be as fubjeil to the 
Dominion of Fancy, as any of the lefs figniiicant 
Parts of Beauty. A Parent can fee Genteelnefs, in 
the moft aukward Child, perhaps, that ever was 
born ; and a Perfon who is truly in Love, will be 
pleafed with every Motion and Air of the Perfon be- 
loved ; which is the moft diftinguilhing Chara£):er 
that belongs to Grace. *Tis true, this is all a mif- 
taken Grace; but, as to that particular Perfon, it 
has all the £fFe£l:s of the true. 

Since I have fpoken of this Extent and Univerfali- 
.ty of fuppofed Beauty, it would be very ungrateful 
not to fay fo;nethii^ of the real Beauty of the other 
Works of Nature j which feem to reach every- 
where, as faras we are acquainted with them ; and 
to meet'us, which-ever Way we turn our Eyes. 

« 

If we look upon the Earth, we fee it laid out in 
a Thoufand beautiful Inequalities, ajid a pleafing Va- 
riety of Plains, Hills, and Mountains; generally 
.doathed by Natur|p in a living Green^ the Color that 
is the moft delightful aiid the moft rcfrelhii^g to the 
Eye ; diverfified with an Infinity of different Lights 
and Shades :' adorned with various Sorts of Trees, 
Fruits, and Flowers ; ' interfperfcd often with wind- 
ing Rivers, or limpid Streams, or fpreading Lakes ; 
or terminating, perhaps, on a View of the Swi, 
5 whicb 
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which is for ever changing its Form, and in every 
Form is pleafing. 

If we look up to the Heavens, how chartning are 
the Rifmg of tiie Sun, the gentle Azure of the no- 
We Arch expanded over our Heads, the various Ap- 
pearance and Colors of the Clouds, the fleeting 
Shower, and the painted Bow ! Even in the Abfence 
of its great Enlivener, the Sun, we fee it all fhidded 
with living Lights, or gilded by the more folemn 
Beauties of the Moon ; moft pleafing in her infant 
Shape, and moft majeftic, when in her full Orb. 
I know not how it may be with others, but to me 
the very Lightnings are pleafing, when ftruggling 
amidft the {haded Clouds ; and thofc Fires that dart 
and waver upwards, fometimes in various Colors, 
and fometimes with Streams of gentle Light, not 
unlike the Break of Day, on the firft Appearance of 
the Morning, from whence they have their Name. 

If we turn toward the different Sorts of Animals, 
it is obfervable enough among them, that the Beauty 
wfaidi is defigned chiefly topleafe one another in their 
own Species, is fo contrived as to difFufe Pleafure to 
thofeof other Species, or atleafl: to Man* How 
l)eautiful, even to us, are the Colors that adorn the 
Necks of the Pigeon and Pheafant ; the Train of 
theMackaw and Peacock ; and the whole Drefs of 
feveral Sorts of Birds, more particularly in the Eaft- 
ern Parts of the World ? How neat and pleafing is 
the Make of the Deer, the Greyhound, and feveral 
$ort8 of Horfes ? How beautiful is the Expreffion of 

£ 4 the 
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the Paflions, in a faithful Dog ? And they are not 
even without fomc Degrees of Grace ; as may he 
jeen, in particular, in the natural Motions of a CS&/- 
nefe Pheafant ; or the acquired ones, of a managed 
Horfe. And I the rather take Part of the Beauty of 
all thefe Creatures to be meant, by the Bounty of 
Nature for us ; becaufe moft of the different Sorts 
of Sea Fiih (which live chiefly out of our Sight) 
are of Colors and Forms more hideous, or (at heft) 
lefe agreeable to us. 

And as the Beauty of one Speciesof Animals may 
be fo defigned and adapted, as to give Pleafure to 
miny others ; ft> the Beauty of difFet ent Worlds may 
not be coniii^ed to each, but be carried on from one 
World to ai4other, and from one Syftem of Worlds 
to another ; and may end in one great univerfal 
Beauty, of all created Matter taken in one View. 
How far this may hold, we are, as yet, incapable 
even of forming any Guefs ; but fome late Difcove* 
ries have fhewn, that there is a furprifing Symmetry 
and Proportion in the Sizes and Difpoiition of the 
feveral Worlds in our own Syflem ; from whence 
one would be apt to imagine, that the fame Beauty 
of Proportion is kept up between the Worlds of 
other Syftems ; and poffibly, even between one Syf- 
tem and another: At lead, all that we know of thefe 
Worlds, are exadly proportioned ; and all that we 
fee of them, is beautiful. Thus all fuch of them as 
come within our View, make what we call a fine 
ftarry Heaven ; and as they compofe that beautiful 
pbje& to us, fo does our Syftem make a Part in fe- 
veral 
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Teral of their Profpe£b ; and may be, in the great 
Compoficion of the Univerfe, a Uttlc fingle Stud in 
a noble Piece of mofaic Work. 

And yet all the Profufion of Beauty I have been 
fpeaking of, and even that of the whole Univerfe 
taken together, is but of a weaker Nature in Com« 
parifon of the Beauty of Virtue. It was extremely 
well faid by Plato^ That if Virtue was to appear in 
a vifible Shape, all Men would be enamoured of 
her : And it feems as if the Greeks and Romans m 
genera] had had this Idea of her Beauty, becaufe 

• theGoddeis of Virtue, and the Goddefs of Wifdooi 

* (which was often taken for one and the fame. Thing 
sunong them, as well as in our Sacred Writings) 
were always reprefented with the greateft and moft 
commanding Beauty. The fame appears yet ftrong- 
er from their ufingthe Words Good [»] and Beau- 
tiful indifferently for each other ; as if all Beauty 
was contained in Goodnefs* 

Indeed the Beauty of Virtue or Goodnefs ex- 
ceeds all other Beauty, as much as the Soul does 
the Body. 

The higheft Objefl; of Beauty that we can fee is 
the Goodnefs of God, as difplayed in the Works of 
the Creation. In him all Goodnefs and Beauty 
dwells ; and whatever there is of moral Beauty in 
the whole Univerfe befide, is only as fo many Ema- 

nations 
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'MtfoA^VMnthe ^Iviae Author of all that is Good 

Und'Sca^tffUl. 

We fometimcs fee a few feeble Rays of this 
iBeduiy 4-ede€t€fd in hiiMah A<^ions, Wt much dif- 
cdotn^ by the Medtum through which they pafs ; 
-and ^et bow diarming do they even thus appear in 
^ibflse i^srlbifs, bnd on feme Occafions ? All the 
-Onaidour in the Wodd is as nothing in Comparifon 
!of flay one of thdfe good becoming Deeds. How 
^#iftfiy '>A^O!re'Ghi»rms are there, for Inftahce, in the 
vAfttofis of ftich an humble Perfon as the 3fan of 
Jiirfisiy hhtn in all the ViSlories of oar Edwards and 
our ijbrriis ? or (to go farther back in Hilfory) 
'how mtich more amiable h the Death of Socratfs^ 
ciJmmi^^ ^boh Ltf« of jUexander the Great ? 

A% VitrtUc is the foprcme Beauty, fo is Vice the 
iViotft 'pdlous of aU-Dtformities. I do not kiiow how 
to make this more evideht to you by any Inftance, 
than by that of the different Conduft of Two very 
■€«letHrated Poets, Milton and 7^^, in defcrtbir^ the 
iaUcto Angels : Tijffp's Devik are chiefly made hide- 
ous by their Shape ; their Horns and Tails are the 
principal Ingredients of Deformity in his Defcripti- 
€)BS of them ; whereas il/fV/9» generally omits thofe 
little Particulars, and paints out the Deformity of 
/dwir Minds ; their'Pride, Impiety, Mali^ity, and 
OMUiiacy ; by Which Means his Devils anc tenfold 
«iore Devils, and more odious and horrible to the 
Reader, than thofe of the Italian Poet* 

There 
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There is a mighty eafy Confcquence to be drawn 
froih all this, ^hichwell defervestobe hiore gene- 
rally obferved, IfVirtue be the chief Beauty, Peo- 
ple, to be beautiful, Ihould endeavour to be virtu- 
ous ; and ihould avoid Vice, and all the worft Sort 
6fPaflions, as they would fly Deformity, [wifhthe 
more beautihl Half of the human Creation, in par- 
ticular, were thoroughly ftniMe of this great 
Truth ; " That the readi6ft Way to be beaufrful, 
'* is to be good ;" and fuch of them as are more feli- 
citous aboar chooflng ahd ad^uftifig what diey Wear, 
and how that will appear, than about forming ^air 
Minds, and regulating their difagreeable Paffions, 
will really fall uqjder the Cenfure I mentioned be- 
fore, from one of the Latin Poets ; and fhew too 
plainly to all the World, that they, in their own 

Hearts, confider their Drefs as the better Part of 
themfelves* 

I muft have quite tired you, I believe, added 
Crito, riflng ; and ihould be glad if you would 
take a little Walk, to refrelh us all after this long 
Harangue. It has been far from feeming long to us 
(replied Milesius, as they were all going together 
out of the Tent) : Tis a Subjedl that can fcarce 
ever be tirefome ; and your Manner of treating it has, 
in general, been very pleafing; only I muft fay, that, 
toward the Conclufion, it began to grow a little too 
like a Sermon. I wifli, fays Timanthes, that 
fome Ladies of your Acquaintance had been prefent 
at the whole Difcourfe, and particularly at that Part 

of it ; for I don't know whether it might not have 

done 
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done them more good, than any Sermon that they 
ever were at in their Lives. However, as there 
were no Ladies here, I wifh Crito would give us, 
who were of his Audience, Leave to beg he would 
be fo good as print it, for the Benefit of the Fair 
Sex in general ; for, I dare fay, it would be of 
good Ufe to fome of them. I know not whether 
it would be of any Ufe to them, replied Crito ; 
but if you really thought fo, and could recolle£l 
enough of it to write it down, it is entirely at your 
Service ; and you have my full Leave to fend it to 
the Prefs, as foon as you pleafe. 
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A PARTICULAR 

ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

EMPEROR of CHINA'S 
GARDENS, near PEKIN: 

IN A 

LETTER from F. Attiret, a French Miffi- 

onaty, now employed by that Emperor ts paint 
the Apartments in thofe Gardens, to his Friend 
at Paris. 

Tranflated from the French ; 
By Sir HARRY BEAUMONT. 
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ADVERTISE M E NT 

TO THE 

P U B L I C. 

T T is now above Half a Century, fince the French 
have been publiihing a Collection of. the Letters 
of their Miifionaries ; from all the moft diftant Parts 
of the World. This Colle£tion is already grown 
very voluminous* The famous Pere du Halde was 
the Perfon who had the chief Hand in making and 
publiihing it* There were but Eight Volumes that 
had appeared before he undertook the Care of it, 
which was in the Year 1 7 1 1 ; and he carried it on» 
in Eighteen more, to the Year 1743 ; when the 
Death of that Father, and fome other Incidents, 
occafioned an Interruption of the Work, for about 
Six Years. It was refumed in i749> by ^« ^<»'- 
imillet \ who then publifhed the 27th Volume, 
The following is a Tranflation of the Firft Letter 
in that Volume ; and is, perhaps, as curious as 
any one in the whole CoUedlion. 
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FRENCH MISSIONARY 
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CHINA. 



PCKIK, Nov. I, 1743. 



SIR, 



IT was with the greateft Pleafure that I received 
your Two laft Letters ; one of the 1 3th of 
P^^beTj and the other of the 2d of November^ 
1742. I communicated the very interefting Account 
of the Affairs of Europe^ which you give me in them, 
to the reft of our Mifiionaries ; who join with me in 
our fmcere Thanks. I thank you too, in Particular, 
for the Box full of Works in Straw, and Flowers, 
which came very fafe to me : but I beg of you not 
to put yourfelf to any fuch Sxpence for the future ; 
for the Chinefe very much exceed the Europeam^ in 
Vol, I. F thofe 
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thofe kinds of Works ; and particularly in their, [a} 
artificial Flowers f J]. We came liitBei: By tEe Cdifi-^ 
jnand, or rather by the Permiilion of the Emperor. 
An Officer was affigned to condu£l us ; isind they 
madeus belieye, that he wouI4 defray our Expences : 
But the latter Was onljr in Words ; for^ in Eiltbdt, 
the Expence was almoft wholly out of our own 
Pockets. Half of the Wajr We came by Water y 
and both eat and lodged in our Boats : And what 
ibemed odd enotigh to us was; that^ by the Rules of 
G'ood -breeding receivecl aniong tnem, we werfchot 
allowed ever to go afliore, or even to look out of 
the Windows of our cbVeVed Boats, to obferve the 
Face of the Country, as we paiT^d along. 

We made the latter Part of our Journey in a Sort 
of Cage, which they were pleafed to call a Litter* 
In this toe w^ were (hut up all Day long ; and at 
Night carried into our Inns j (and very wretched 
Inns they are !) and thus we got to PeitHy with our 
Guriofity quite unfatisiied, ariid with feeing but 
vfery little more of the Cotrntt-y, than if Ws hid 
Seen fiiut up all the whifein our own Chahdhers. 

' M '^\^^ V^ chiefly made of Feathers j coloured «nd fomcd lb 
ex^Aly. like real Flowers, that one is often apt to fofget one*s ie|f« 
an4 fmell to d^cm. The famous '^igaora Vanntmano, at RoOu (fo 

- ma^y 6f whoi^ W6rks ih this kind are cohtinttally brought Hoftie hy 

. «mr Geatleaien who travel to tliat City) at firft learned her Art hma 
fome which were ient from China, by the Jefuiti, at a piefent to the 
then Pope. 

' fj] -1^ ia a Pag^ or two bmitted^ as relating only' to their privite 
A^ain. 

I)ftdeed 
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. Indeed tbej fay, that the Country we pafled 19 hut 
a bad Country j and that, though the Journey is 
near 2600 Miles, there is but little to be met with 
on the Way that might deferve much Attention : 
Not even any Monuments, or Buildings, except 
feme Temples for their Idols ; and thofe built of 
Wood, and but one Story high : The chief Value 
and Beauty of which feemed to confift in fome bad 
Paintings, and very indifferent Varniih*works, In- 
deed any one that is juft come from feeing tho 
Buildings of France and Jtafy^ is apt to have but 
little Tafte, or Attention, for whatever he may 
meet with in the other Parts of the World. 

However, I muft except, out of this Rule, the 
Palace of the Emperor of Piiin^ and his Pleafure- 
Houfes ; for in them every thing is truly great and 
beautiful, both as to the Defignand the Execution f 
and they ftruck me the more, becaufe I had never 
fecn iuiy thing that bore any manner of Refem- 
blance to them in any Part of the World that I had 
been in before. 

I fliould be very glad, if I could make fuch a De- 
Icription of thefe, as would give you any juft Idea 
of diem ', but that is almoftimpoffible ; becauie there 
is nothing in the whole, which has any Likenefs to 
eur Manner of Building, or our Rules of Architee* 
tare. The only way to conceive what they are, is 
to fee them \ and if I can get any Time, I am re- 
folved to draw fome Parts of them as exadly as I 
can, and fend them into Europe, 

> Fa The 
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The l^alace isj at Icaft, as big as [r] Dljotf % 
which City I choofe to name to you, becaufe you 
are fo well acquainted with it. This Palace con- 
lifts of a great Number of different Pieces of Build- 
ing 5 detached from one another, but difpofed with 
a great deal of Symmetry and Beauty. They are. 
feparated from one another by vaft Courts, Planta- 
tions of Trees, and Flower-Gardens. The princi- 
pal Front of all thefe Buildings fliines with Gilding, 
Varnifii-work, and Paintings ; and the Infide is 
furnilhed and adorned with all the moft beautiful 
and valuable Things that could be got in Chiha^ 
the Indies^ and even from Europe. 

As for the Pleafure-houfes, they are really charm- 

Jng. They ftand in a vaft Compafs of Ground. 

They have raifed Hills from Twenty to Sixty Foot 

high \ which form a great Number of little Valleys 

between them. The Bottoms of thefe Valleys are 

watered with clear Streams j which run on till they 

join together, and form larger Pieces of Water and 

Lakes : They pafs thefe Streams, Lakes, and Ri- 

-v6rs, in beautiful and magnificent Boats : I have 

.feenone^ in particular. Seventy -eight . Feet long, 

and Twenty- four F^et broad, with a very handfome 

Houfe raifed upon it. In each of thefe Valleys, there 

are Houfes about the Banks of the Water, very well 

r difpofed ; with their different Courts, open and clofe 

"^ \f\ A handfonie City in France \ and the Capital one in the Pro. 
Vince'of Burgundy ^ between T^rlre and Four Miles Ground, 

• Porticos, 
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Porticos, Parterres, Gardens, and Cafcades ; which, 
when viewed all together, have an admirable £f- 
feft upon the Eye. 

They go from one of the Valleys to another, not 
by formal ftrait Walks as in Europe ; but by various 
Turnings and Windings j adorned on the Sides with 
little Pavillions and charming Grottos ; and each of 
diefe Valleys is diverfified from all the reft, both by 
their manner of layjng out the Ground, and in the 
Siruflure and Difpofition of its Buildings. 

AH the Rifmgs and Hill? are fprinkled with Trees ; 
and particularly with Flowering Trees, which are 
here very common. The Sides of the Canals, or 
lefler Streams, arc not faced (as they are with us) 
with fmooth Stone, and in a ftrait Line ; but look 
rude and ruftic, with different Pieces of Rock, fomc 
of which jut out, and others recede inwards ; anpl 
are placed with fo much Art, that you would take it 
to be ^he Work of Nature. In fome Parts the Wa- 
ter is wide, in others narrrow ; here it ferpentifes, 
and there fpreads away, as if it was really pu&ed 
off by the Hills and Rocks. The Banks are fprinkr 
led with Flowers, which rife up even through thp 
Hollows in the Rock work, as if they had been prp- 
duced there naturally. They have a great Variety 
/of them, for every Seafon of the Year. 

Beyond thefe Streams jtbcre are always Walks, or 
.rather Paths, paved with fmall Stones ; which lead 
from one Valley to another. Thefe Paths too arp 

F 3 irregular } 
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irregular i and fometimcs wind along thfc &ii1ft at 
the Water, and at others ran out teide fttMi dienr. 

On your Entrance into each Valley, you fee its 
Buiidihgs before you. All tiie Frontisa Cc^lonnade, 
i^ith Winfcws bet^c^een the Pillars. The Wood^ 
"wotk h giMed, painted, and varnifhed^ Tfcc Roofs 
too are covered with varhiflied Tiles of diflferent Co- 
lours; red, yellow, blue, greett, and pur4>lc'i tw^faicb, 
l)y their proper Mixtures, and their Manner of plac^ 
ing them, form an agreeable Variety of Comparti- 
ments and Defigns. Almofl: all thefe Buildings are 
'pfily oht Story high ; and their Floons are raifcd 
from Two to Erght Fecft above the Ground. You 
'go Hip to thetfi not 1>y regular Stone Stcj^s, btrt: Tyy ^ 
yough SoVt of Rock-wori^, formed as if there h'afl 
tften fo many Steps producfed there by Natirrt. 
'Thelnfide of the Apartments anfwers j^cfljy tb 
their Magnificence withou^t. Btfide their being very 
Veil difpbifed, the Furniture and Ornametf ts iili% 
Very rich^ and of an t^quifite Tatte. In theCoum 
and Paflages, you fee Vafcs ofBrafs, Porcelain, anH 
Marble filled >evith Fl6wers ; artd before fome ,-df 
Idjefe Houfes, inftead of naked Statues, ilhfey h«vtj 
ieveral of their hieroglyphical Figures of Animialsy 
andUrnswithPtrfumes burning in ^tttfnj 'pJtetid 

\Sp6ti Pjcdcftals of Marble. 

> 

Every Valley, as I told you before, haa its Plea* 

fufc-houfej fmall indeed in refpe6tto the whole In* 

clofure 5 but yet largb iendugh to befcapable of re- 

'ceiVirtg the-greateft^oblcman in Burope^'wHh'Mhfn 

' 5 RetinifQ, 
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K^daue. Several pi thefe If oufes ?f c l^jiiU 9f pjejdar, 
V^juch they bring, wid^ great Expence^ at .theDif* 
t^ce of ^500 Miles from this Place. And now 
how xnany oif tbefe Palape$ do yxm thi^k ;the.re ^, in 
all the y^leys of the IncloCur^ ? There are above 
2QO of them, without reckojxing jls many other 
Houfes for the Eunuchs ; for they are the Peribns 
who have the Care of each Palace, and their Houfes 
are always juft by them ; generally at no more than 
Five or Six Feet Diftance. Tbefe Houfes of the 
Eunuchs are very {>lain ; and for.that Reafon are al- 
ways concealed, either by fome Prcjedion of the 
Walls, or by the Interposition of theiraftificial Hills. 

Over the running Streams there are Bri4ges, at 
proper Diftances, to make the more eafy Commu- 
nication from.one Place to another. Tbefe ^e moft 
commonly either of Brick, or Freeiftone, and ibme- 
times of Wood, but are all laifed high enough for' 
the Boats to pafs conveniently under them. They 
are fenced with Ballifters finely wrought, and adorn-, 
ed with Works in Relievo : but all of them varied 
from one another, both in their Ornaments and De- 
figns. Do not imagine to yourfelf, that thefe Bridges 
run on, like ours, in ftrait Lines : On the contrary, 
they generally wind about and ferpentize to fuch a 
Degree, that fome of them, which, if they went on 
regularly, would-be no more than Thirty or Forty 
Feet long, turn fo often and fo much as to make 
dieir wholeLength 100 or 200 Feet. You fee fome 
of them which, either at the Midft, or at the Ends,' 
have little Pavillions for People to reft themfelves in ; 

F 4 fupported 



72 A L E T T E R 

fupported fomctimes by Four, fomctimes by Efgbf , 
and fometimes by Sixteen Columns. They are ufu- 
ally on fuch of the Bridges as afFord the moft engag- 
ing Profpe£b. At the Ends of other of the Bridges 
there are triumphal Arches, either of Wood, or 
white Marble ; formed in a very pretty Manner^ 
• but very different from any thing that I have ever 
fcen in Europe^ 

I have already told you that thefe little Streams, 
or Rivers, are carried on to fupply feveral larger 
Pieces of Water, and Lakes. One of thefe Lakes 13 
very near Five Miles round; and they call it a 
Meer, or Sea. This is one of the moft beautiful 
Parts in the whole Pleafure Ground. 

On the Banks are feveral Pieces of Buildings, fe« 
parated from each other by the Rivulets and arti- 
iicial If ills above mentioned. 

But what is themoft charming Thing of all is, an, 
Ifland, or Rock, in the Middle of this Sea ; raifed, 
in a natural and ruftic Manner about Six Feet above 
the Surface of the Water. On this Rock there is a 
little Palace, which, however, contains an Hundred 
different Apartments. It has Four Fronts, and is- 
built with inexpreffible Beauty and Tafte; ^e Sight 
of it ftrikes one with Admiration. From.it you 
have a V iew of all the Palaces, fcattered at proper 
Diftances round the Shores of this Sea ; all theljills 
that terminate about it; all the Rivulets, which tend 
tfiithcr, either to difcbarge their Waters into it, or 
X to 
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to receive them from it ; all the Bridges, cither at 
the Mouths or Ends of thefe Rivulets ;. all the Pa- 
vilions and triumphal Arches that adorn any of thefe 
Bridges j and all the Groves that are planted to fe- 
parate and fcreen the different Palaces, and to pre- 
vent the Inhabitants of them from being overlooked 
by one another. The Banks of this charming Wa- 
ter are infinitely varied ; there are no two Parts of it 
alike. Here you fee Keys 6f fmooth Stone ; with 
Porticos, Walks, and Paths, running down to them 
from the Palaces that furround the Lake : There, 
others of Rock- work, that fall into Steps, contrive^ 
with the greateft Art that can be conceived : Here 
natural Terraces with winding Steps at each End, 
to go up to the Palaces that are built upon them ; 
and above thef6) other Terraces, and other Palacesi 
that rife higher and higher, and form a fort of Am- 
phitheatre. There again a Grove of flowering Tree* 
prefents itfelf to your Eye ; and a little farther yod 
fee a Spread of wild Foreft-trees, and fuch as gro^ 
only on the moft barren Moiintains : Then, (^erl.. 
haps, vaft Timber-trees with their Under-wood '; 
then Trees from all foreign Countries ; and theni 
Ibme all blooming with Flowers, and others all 
laden with Fruits of diiFerent Kinds. ., 

There are alfo, on the Banks of this Lake, a great 
Number of Net-work-houfes, and Pavilions ; Half 
on the Land, and Half running into the Lake, for 
all Sorts of Water-fowl ; as farther on upon the 
Shore, you meet frequently with Menageries for dif- 
ferent Sorts of Creatures ; and even little Parks for 

the 
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the Chace* ftnt of all this Sort of Things, the Obi-i 
nefe are moft fond of a kind of Fi&, the gi^eater Part 
of Mfhicfa are of a Colour as briHiant as Gold ; 6- 
t)»ers) of a Silver Colour; and others of different 
Shades of red^ gi'cen, blue, purple, and black ; and 
iome, of aH Sorts of Colours mtxt together. Inhere 
arc feveral Refervoirs for tJhefe Fi<h, in all Parts of 
Ihe Garden ; but the moft confider^ble of «bem all 
is at this Lake. It takes up a verylarge Space ; and 
is all (iirrounded with a Lattice-work of Brafs-wire, 
ki'which the Openings, are fb very fine and imall» 
as to prevent the Fi'fli from wandering into the 
fiaaiin Waters. 

To lot you fee the Beauty of. this charming Spot 
k^ats giteateft Perfe&ian, I»(hould wiib to have you 
trfi(ri*por|ed:hitbetr when the Lake is all covered with 
iBQat(,^i(iher gilt9 or^varniibed ;; as it is fomettines^ 
for tjs^ing the Air ; ifometimes, for £&ing $ ami 
jpinetimes, ior i[il] Jufts^ and Combats, and other 
])ii«erfions, upoiistbe Water; but aboveatl, on iotxie. 
fine Night, when the Fiie-woiks are played off 
$\k^re', ^t which Time Iheyhavellluminations uiiftU 

[4/] I have feea of this Sort of -Juils upon this Watcf^ |n our.Parti 
of the World ; and particularly at Liors in France* The Champicni 
ftand, as firmly as they are able, on the Prows of two Boats, with a 
Shttid intheiiil«ft HaB4s, and^i blunted Spear in their right. There 
U a» eqaalNiin^ f^ KofVin inj^^ch pf the 8oau, who drife . %kvd 
on-^vith freai Impetuofify. Jk^ two Coinba^ts charge each ot)ic^ 
i^ith their Spears $ and often both,^butalmoft always one of them is 
4rifeJKi>»€fciMrardon.thelShock ; cither downinta his Boat, or (v»hich 
ftei hafpens) into the W<ater,s whifh Utter maksesoiie of (hepBin- 
cip^ P^rts in this qdd Sort of Diverfion. 

the 
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Ihe iUacesi mil the fioatt, and almoil on cvmf 
Tree* The Chinsfe exceed us cxtreaifljr in thek 
Fire^worics ; and I hsnre neT€r ieen ao^ tbing «f 
thatiCind) other in France^ or iba^ that can bear 
any Comparifon with theirs. 

The Port in whkh the Emperpr ufitaH^ lefidcB 
liere, witii t^e Emprefs, kaz [^] favoarke MiAivfts, 
and the EuiiHchs that attend dieon, is a vaft Collec- 
tion of Sttildifigs, Courts, and Gardens j and looioi 
'kfelf like a City. 'Tis at leaft as big as our City 
•of :[/] IWf . The greater Part ^f the other I'kh^- 
<!es is only ufed for his walking ; or to <difie and 
%ip in 'Opon Occdion. 

This Palace, for the ufual Refidence of the £ni« 
peror, is juft ^H^hin che grand Gate €^>the Pleaifure 
HSroond. Firft are the Anticbambers ; then ihe 
fitflls for Audience 4 and then the Courts and Gft«» 
-detK lidonging ao diem. The Wliole fonns an 
ifiaaul 'i which is entirely iionraunfled by adarge«n|i 
dd^ Cai»l. 'Tis.a ibrt of. Seraglio; in tfaediflSerent 
Apamnents of which, you fee all tbemoftbeaiitifol 
Things that can be in^gined, as:to f urnkure, .0»- 
•namenls, and !Raintings (I mean .of thdfe jn tbe 
Chinefi Tafte) ; the moft valuable Softs x>f Wood (; 

^XrJflSK origiail %s j <« let Kofldleyt, lot Xtj*, ,Ies I^^qps, let 
5' Kooci^aSy etksJcluuigt£iyi t** andrinformt ui in a Note, th^t 
thefe afe fo maoy difFereot Titles of Honour, for the different Clal&t 
:^ftidi'of theEmperer'iMilbeflet'at are ai«ft in hit ^vwir« lilid 
■ot thialt it wofth' wfaik to ftt downrill thcfdhtrd Nanifs in the T#i( { 
'4UB4y >peil>4pty 'they might a»wcU have been omitted even here, 

.[/] The fiDCood Oty for Sise io the Trmebi Cmth . 

rarniihed 
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iramiflied Works, of China and Japan ; anttetit Va^ 
fes of Porcelain ; Silks, and Cloth of Gold and 
Silver* They have there brought togctherall that Art 
and good Tafte could add to the Riches of Nature. 

From this Palace of the Emperor, a 'Road, which 
.is almoft ftrait, leads you to a little Town in the 
Midft of the whole Inclofure. 'I'is fquare ; and 
each Side is near a Mile long. It has Four Gates^ 
anfwering the Four principal Points of the Compafs^ 
with Towers, Walls, Parapets, and Battlements. 
It has its Streets, Squares, Temples, Exchanges, 
Markets, Shops, Tribunals, Palaces, and a Port 
for Veflels. In one Word, every thing that is at 
Peiin in Large, is there reprefented in Miniature. 

You will certainly aflc for what Ufe this City was 
intended ? Is it that the Emperor may retreat to it 
as a Place of Safety, on any Revolt, or Revoluti- 
on ? It might indeed ferve well enough for that Pur- 
pofe ; and poffibly that Thought had a Share in the 
Mind of the Perfon who at firft defigned it ; but 
its principal End was, to procure the Emperor the 
Pleafure of feeing all tbeBuftle and Hurry of a great 
City in little, whenever he might have a Mind for 
.that Sort of Diverfion. 

The Emperor of^CUna is too much a Slave to his 
Grandeur ever to fliew himfelf to his People, even 
when he goes out of his Palace. He too ibes nothing 
of the Town, which he pafTes through. All the 
Doors and Windows are ihut up. They fpread 

wide 
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wide Pieces of Cloth every where, that nobody may ' 
fee him. Several Hours before he is to pafs thfotigh 
any Street, the People are forewarned of it.; and if 
any (hould be found there whilft be pafles, they- 
would be handled very feverely by his Guards. 
Whenever he goes into the Country, two Bodies 
of Horfe advance a good way before him on each 
Side of the Road ; both for his Security, and to 
keep the Way dear from all other Paflengers. As 
the Emperors of China find themfelves obliged to 
live in this ftrange fort of Solitude, they have always 
endeavoured to fupply the Lofs of all public Diver^ 
iions ' (which their high Station will not fufFer them 
to partake) by fome other Means or Inventions^ 
according to their different Taftes and Fancies, . 

This T0WQ5 therefore, in tfaefetwolaft Reigns 
(for it was this Emperor's Father who ordered it to 
be built) has been appropriated for the Eunuchs to 
zSt in it, at feveral Times in the Year, all the 
Commerce, Marketings, Arts, Trades, Buftle, and 
Hurry, and even all the Rogueries, ufual in great 
Cities. At the appointed Times, each Eunuch puts 
on the Drefs of the Profeffion or Part which is 
affigned to him. One is a Shop-keeper, and another 
an Artifan ; this is an Officer, and that a common 
Soldier : One has a Wheel -barrow given him to 
drive about the Streets ; another, as a Porter, carries 
a Bafket on his Shoulders. In a Word, every one 
has the diftinguiihing Mark of his Employment* 
The Veffels arrive at the Port 5 the Shops are open- 
ed ; and the Goods are expofed for Sale« There is 

one 
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Ofte Qijfsurter for tbo(e who fell Silks, and another for 
tdofe who fell Cloth ; one Street for Porcelain, and 
another for Varnilh-works. You may be fupplied 
with whatever you want. This Man fells Furniture 
of all Sorts ; that, Cloaths and Ornaments for the 
Itfftdies s a third has all Kinds of Books for the learned 
8^ curious. There are CoiFee-houfes too, and 
Tav^ns of aH Sortn good and bad j b^fide a Num- 
ber of Peofda that; cry different Fruits about th9 
Slr6eia, and a great Variety of refirefhing Liquors, 
The Mevecrs^ as you pafs their Shops, catch you 
hf the Sleeve, and pieft you to buy fooae of their 
Goidds* *Tts all a Plac« of Liberty and Licence ^ 
and yoQ cati fcaice diftinguifli the Emperor himfelf 
from, the meancft of bis Sul^ea«. Every body hauls 
out what he has to fell ; fome quarrel, others fight j 
and you hare all theConfafion of a Fair about you. 
The public Oftcerscome and arreft theQuarrellcra 5 
VAity thfem brfore the Judges, in the Courts of Ju- 
nice ; the Caufe is tried in form 1 the Offender 
condemned to be baftinadoed ; and the Sentence is 
put in Execution j and thatfo effeaoally, that the 
Diverfion of the Emperor fometimcs cofts tljc ppor 
After a great deal of real Pain, 

The Myftery of Thieving is not forgot, in this 

general Reprefonttitton. That npbie Employ is af- 

figned to a confider^le Number of the clevereft Eu- 

noc^is, who pcrfocm their Part^ admirably. welU If 

. my one of Aem is caegjit in the Fad, he is brought 

- eo Shame, and condemmed {^ leaft they go through 

the F^mirfcoi¥iQHining bio*) to beftigmatifed, baf- 

tinadoedy 
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tinadded, or banifhed ; actordirig to the Hrfdoirf- 
ncfs df the Crime, and thfe Nature of the Theft* If 
thfey fteal cleverly, they have the Laiigh on their Side ; 
they are applauded, and the Sufferer is vi^ithoat Re^ 
drefs. However, at the Ertd of the Fair, ev^rjr 
thing of this Kind ii reftored to thfe proper Owner* 

This Fiiir (a^ I told y6tt before) is kept onlf for 
the Entertainment of the Emperor, theEmprefs, and 
&!s Miftrefles, 'Tis V6ry uhufual for any 6f the 
Princes, or Grandees, to be admitted to fee It 5 «fi^ 
when any have that Favoiir, it is not till after tfcft 
Women are all retired to their feveral Apartments* 
The Goods which are expofed and fold here, beloitg 
chiefly to the Merchants of Peiin ; who ptrt them 
into the Hands of the Eunuchs, to be fold in reality ; 
fo that the Bargains here are far from being all pre* ' 
tended ones. In particular, the Emperor himfdf 
always buys a great many Things ; and you may be 
furethey aik him enough for them* Several of the 
Ladies too make their Bargains ; and ib do fome of 
'the Eunuchs. All this trafficking, if there was no- 
thing of real mixt with it, would want a great deal 
•fthatEarneilneis and Life, which now make the 
.Buftle the more aftive, and the Diverfion it gives 
the greater. 

To this Scene of Cottimerce, fometimcs factf^eSs 
a very different one ; that of Agriculture. Tlwre^s 
a Quarter within the fame Indofure, which is fet 
apart for this Purpofe. There you fee Fields, Mea- 
dows, Tarm-houfes, and little fdaatteied Cottages ; 

with 
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with Oxen, Ploughs, and all the Neccflarfes f(rf 
Huftandry. There they fow Wheat, Rice, Pulfe, 
and all other Sorts of Grain. They make their 
Harveft, and carry in the Produce of their Grounds. 
In a Word, they here imitate every thing that is 
done in the Country j and in every thing exprefs a 
ruFal Simplicity, and all the plain Manners of a 
Country Life, as nearly as they poffibly dan^ 

Doubtlefs you have read of the famous Feaft in 
&i9taj called the Feaft of the Lanthorns. It is al- 
ways celebrated on the 15th Day of the firft Month. 
Xherc is aoChinefeh poor, but that upon this Day 
he lights up his Lanthorn. They have of them of 
all Sorts, Figures, Sizes, and Prices. On that Day 
^China is illuminated $ but the fined Illuminations 
of all are in the Emperor's Palaces ; and particularly 
in thefe Pleafurc-grounds, which I have been de- 
Xcribing to you. There is not a Chamber, Hall, or 
Portico, in them, which has not feveral of thefe 
Lanthorns hanging from the Ceilings. There are 
ieveral upon all the Rivulets, Rivers, and Lakes ; 
saade in the Shape of little Boats, which the Waters 
.carry backward and forward. There are fome upon 
all the Hills and Bridges, and almoft upon all the 
Trees. Thefe are wroiight mighty prettily, in the 
ShapesofdiffcrentFiflies, Birds, and Beads ; Vafes, 
FniitB, Flowers ; and Boats of diiFerent Sorts and 
Sizes. Some are made of Silk ; fome of Horn, Glafs, 
Mother of Pearl, and a Thoufand other Materials. 
.. Some of them are painted ; others embroidered ; and 
; pf very different Prices. I have feen forne pf * thein 

:. : . which 



FROMCHINA. Si 

which could never have been made for a Thoufand 
Crowns. It would bean endlels Thing toendeavour 
to give you a particular Account of all their Formsy 
Materials, and Ornaments. It is inthefe, and. in 
the great Variety which the Chinefe ihew in their 
Buildings, that I admire the Fruitfulnefi of their 
Invention ; and am almoft tempted to own, that we 
are quite poor and barren in Comparifon of them. 

• 

Their Eyes are fo accuftbmed to their dwn Ar- 
chitefture, that they have very little Tafte for ours. 
May I tell you what they fay when they fpeak of it, 
or when they are looking over the Prints of fome of 
our moft celebrated Buildings ? The Height and 
Thicknefs of our Palaces amazes them* They look 
upon our Streets as fo many Ways hollowed into 
terrible Mountains ; and upon our Houfes, as Rocks 
pointing up in the Air, and full of Holes like Dens 
of Bears and other wild Beafts. Above all, our dif* 
ferent Stories, piled up fo high one above another^ 
feem quite intolerable to them $ and they cannot 
conceive how we can bear to run the Ri(k of break* 
ing our Necks, fo commonly, in going up fuch a 
Number of Steps as is neceflary to climb up to the 
Fourth and Fifth Floors. « Undoubtedly (faid 
*< the Emperor Cang-hy^ whilft he was looking over 
*' fome Plans of our European Houfes) this Europe 
** muft be a very fmall an4 pitiful Country ; fiace 
*^ the Inhabitants cannot find Ground enough to 
'^ fpread out their Towns, but are obliged to live 
** up thus in the Air.'* As for us, we think other^ 
wife ; and have Reafon to do fo*. 

Vol, I. G However, 
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HdW«Vfc^ I tnnk o^n td you, without pretending 
to deciie which of thb tWo oii^t to have the Prefer-* 
eticw, that the Manner of Building in this Country 
pleafes me very much. Since my Refidehce in Chi-^ 
nay my Eyca and Tafte art gtown a little Chinefti 
And) between Friiends, is hbt thb Duchefs of BouT'^ 
bojt*s tidufe dppofile to the Tuilleries, extremely 
pretty ? Yet that is only one Story, and a good deal 
Jh the Chinefe Manner, Every Country has its 
Tafte and Cuftoms. The Beauty of our Architec- 
ture cannot be difputed ; nothing is more grand and 
majeftic. I own too that our Houfes are well dif- 
pofed. We foHGW the Rules <if Uniformity, and 
Symmetry, in all the Parts of then!. There is no- 
thing in Aeni unmatched, or difplaced j every Part 
anfweriits oppofite ; ind there's in exa£t Agreement 
in the whole. But then there h this Symmetry, this 
beautiful Order and Difpofition too in China ; and 
particulariy in the Emperor's l^alacc kt Peking that 
1 was fpeaking of in the beginning of this Letter. 
The Palaces of the Princes and great Men, the 
Courts of Juftice, and the Houfe's of the better 
Sort of Pbopla, are jgeherally in the fame 'Xafte. 

But irt their Pleafare*-horffeS, they rather cltoo/e 
[g] a beautiful Diforder, and a Wandering as far as 
t>offi>te from all the ku^esof Art. They gb entii'ely 

{gl The Atttbor of thia Lfetter leens tee b h»ve formed his O^^ 
nion only from the Garden in whkh h«'was employed ; for this is not 
univerfklly the taift fn the Plfeafure-houfes of the Kmperor of Cbiiuu X 
have lately feen fome Piiati #f tototit^rof his Oardens, (brofught ft%j&k 
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oft this Principle, " That what they are toreprefent 
^ there, is a natural and wild View of the Country ; 
** a rural Retirement, and not a Palace formed ac- 
** cordihg to all the Rules of Art." Agreeably to 
which, I have not yet obferved any Two of the lit- 
tle Palaces in ^U the gr^nd Inclofure which are a* 
likei though fome of them are placed at fuch con* 
fuierable Diftances from one another; You would 
think that they were formed upon the Ideas of fo 
many dliFefent foreign Countries | or that they 
were all built at random, and made up of Parts not 
meant for one another. When you read this, you 
will be apt to imagine fuch Works very ridiculous ; 
and that they muft have a very bjid £fFe£l on the 
Eye ; but was you to fee them, you would find it 
quite otherwife ; and would admire the Art with 
which all this Irregularity is condu6ted. All is in 
good Tafte ; and fo managed, that its Beauties ap* 
pear gradually one after another. To enjoy them 
as one ought, you ihould view every Piece by it- 
felf s and you would find enough to amufe you for 
a long while, and to fatisF|[ gil your Curiofity. 

Belide the Palaces themfelves (though I have call^ 
cd them little, in comparifon of the whole) are very 
far from being inconfiderable Things* I faw them 
building one* in the fame tnclofure, laft Year, for 

th^t Kingdom, and which will very Toon be pobliiOied hece) ia which 
iSie I>ffi>oiSt!oik of the Grotoiid, Water^ a«d Planution?, is indeed ^uit^ 
frrefQlar ; but the Hbuftt, Bridges, and Feneea, are all of a regiular 
Kind. Thofe Prlhii will give the trueft Idea we cao have of the 
Ckkrf* Mafioet of laying «ttC Pleafaxe-groundi. 

G 2 one 



1 



84 ALETTER 

one of the Princes of the Blood ; which coft him 
near [A] Two Hundred Thoufand Pounds 5 with- 
out reckoning any thing for the Furniture and Or- 
naments of the Infide i for they were a Prefent to 
htm from the Emperor. 

' I muft add one Word more, in relation to the 
Variety which reigns in thefe Pleafure-houfes. It is 
not only to be found in their Situations, Views, Dif- 
poiltions. Sizes, Heights, and all the other general 
Points ; but affo in their lefler Parts, that go to the 
compofing of them. Thus, for inftance, there is no 
Pe6ple in the World who can (hew fuch a Variety 
of Shapes and Forms, in their Doors and Windows, 
as the Chinefe. They havefome round, oval, fquare, 
and all Sorts of angled Figures; fome, in the Shape 
of Fans ; others in thofe of Flowers, Vafes, Birds, 
Beafts, and Fifhes ; in ihort, of all Forms whether 
regular or irregular. 

- It is only here too, I believe, that one can fee 
fuch Porticos, as I am going to defcribe to you. 
They ferve to join fuch Parts of the Buildings in the 
fame Palace, as lie pretty wide from one another. 
Thefe are fometimes raifed on Columns only, on 
the Side toward theHoufe i and have Openings, of 
different Shapes, through the Walls on the other 
Side i and fometimes have only Columns on both 

[bl] The Origioal hy%, Soixante Ouanes i and adds in a Note, t^ 
one Ouane it worth Ten Thoufand Jaeli ; and each Jatl ii wor^ 
Seven Livres and a Half $ fo that Sixty Ounces make Fonr Millions 
«>:d a Half of Li?res j which is equal to i^^^%jS Povnds Sterling. 

Sides ; 



FROM CHINA. -85 

SUea^ ; as in all fuch as lead from any of the Pala- 
ces, to their open Pavilions for taking the fre(h Air. 
But what is fo lingular in thefe Porticos, or Colons- 
nades, is, that they feldom run on in ftrait Lines ; 
but make an Hundred Turns and Windings : 
Sometimes by the Side of a Grove, at others, be- 
hind a Rock, and at others again along the Banks 
of their Rivers or Lakes. Nothing can be conceiv- 
ed more delightful ; they have fuch a rural Air as is 
quite ravilhingand inchanting. 

You will certainly conclude from all I have told 
you, that this Pleafure-place muft have coft immenfe 
Sums of Money ; and indeed there is no Prince, but 
Iticha one as is Matter of fo vaft a State as the Em- 
peror of China is, who could either afford fo prodigir 
ous an Expence, or accomplilh fuch a. Number of 
great Works in fo little Time ; for all this was 
done in the Compafs of Twenty Years. It was the 
Father of the prefent Emperor who began it ; and 
his Son now only adds Conveniences and Orna- 
ments to it, here and there. 

But there is nothing fo furprifing or incredible, in 
this ; for befides that the Buildings are moft com- 
monly but of one Story, they employ fuch prodigious 
Numbers of Workmen, that every thing is carried 
on very faft. Above Half the Difficulty is over 
when they have got their Materials upon the Spot. 
They fall immediately to difpofing them in Order ; 
and in a few Months the Work is finiihed. They 
look almoft like thofe fabulous Palaces, which are 

G3 (aid 
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faid to be raifed by Inphantmentj a)l at qnce^ in fane 
beautiful Valley, or oi| the Brow pf feme HiU^ 

This whole Inclofurp is calle4 Tven-ming Tvn^ 
the Garden of Gardens ; or th^ Ga^d^n by way of 
Eminence. It is not the only one that belongs to 
the Emperor J he has Three others, ofthef^tiif; 
Kind ; but none of them fo large, or fo beautifql^ 
as this. In one of thefe lives the Emprefs's Mother^ 
and all her Court. It was built by the prefent Ent)- 
peror's Grandfather [i] Cang-hy ; and is called Ichaag^ 
tchun Tven^ or the Garden of perpetual Spring. The 
Pleafure-places of thePrjnces and Grandees are, ip 
Little, what thofe of the Emperor are in Great, 

Perhaps you will alk me, " Why all this long Dct 
.** fcription ? ShoiJd not I rather have drawn Plans of 
*' this magnificent Place, ^nd fent them to yovi ?** 
To have done that, would have taken me up at lea^ 
Three Years, without touching upon any thing elfc; 
whereas I have not a Moment to fpare ; and a|^ 
forced to borrow the Time in which I now vvnte to 
you, from my Hours ofReft. To which you may 
add, that for fucb a WorV» *t would be neceffary for 
me to have full Liberty pf going into any Part of tb« 
Gardens whenever I pleafed, and tpft^y there as long 
as I pleafed 5 which i§ quite ippfailicablc here, 'fif 
very fortunate forme, ^h^t J hacjgot the little ISL^o^fn 
ledge of Pointing ti^at \ have \ for, withoiif t))i^ | 
ibould h$^ve bee|& in ^e fame Cafe with fevcr^^ otktv 

[1] C^pg'by began his Keign in i^^o ; his Son T^ngtcbing fuc^eed* 
ed Um in 1722 % and hisCrsfidfon Khn'bngintJi^, . 

Europeans^ 
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ftfr^9ims\ who hjive bi?ei) bcre between Twtnty 
and Thirty Years, without being aWc ever to fet 
their Feet on any Spot of this delightful Ground. 
There is but one Man here, and that's the Empe- 
xor* All Pleafures are made for him atone. This 
charming Place is fcarce ever feen by any body but 
himfi^fybis Wpmen» and hb Eunuchs. The Princes, 
and other chief M^n of the Q>untry, are rarely ad« 
mitted any fuitl^^r than the Audience-Chambers. Of 
all the Europeans that are hev^, none ever entered 
thislnclofure, exceptthe Clock-makers and Painters^ 
who& Employments make at neceflary that they 
ihould be admitted every where. The Place ufudlly 
affigned us to paint in, is in oneof thofe little Pala- 
ces above-mentioned ; where t)ic Emperor comes to 
fee us work almoft every Day ; fo that we can never 
beabfent. We don't go out of the Bounds of this 
Palace, unlefs what we are to paint cannot bebrought 
to us ; afid in fuch Cafeathey conduct us to the Place 
under a large Gi^ard of Eunuchs. We are obliged to 
go quick, and without any Noife ; and huddle and 
ileal along foftly, as if we were going upon fome 
^ece of M ifchief. *Tis in this Manner that I have 
gone through, and feen, all this beautiful Garden i 
and entered into the Apartments* The Emperor ufun 
ally refides here Ten Months in each Year. We are 
about Ten Miles from Pekin, All the Day we are in 
the Garden ; and have a Table furnifhed for us by 
the Emperor : For the Nights, we have bought us a 
Houfe near the Entrance to the Gardens. Whm the 
^mperor returns to Peiin, we attend him^ are lodged 
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there widiin his Palace ; and go eveiy Evening to 
the French Church [*]. 

i think it is high Time both for you and me, that 
I ihould put an End to this Letter ; which has car- 
ried me on to a greater Length than I at firft intend- 
ed. I wi(h it may give you any Pleafure ; and 
ihould be. very glad i£it was in my Power to doanjr 
thing more confiderable, to fhew you the perfied 
Efteem I have for you. . I ihall always remember 
you in my Prayers ; and beg you would fometimes 
remember m^ in yours. I am, with the greateft 
Regard, 

Si R, 

Tmr moft obeJient: 

Humble Servant^ 

At tirbt. 

• 

{k] Hei€ follow fourteen or fifteen Piges is the Qri^io^^ which 
treat only of the Author*s private Aff^ira or of the Af&irs of the 
Minion, without any thing relating to the Emperor's Garden | and 
»re therefoie omitted by the Tianflator. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

TO promote the Sale of this Piece, Mr. 
Pqd^li^V W^ for d^ic^tin^ i( t^ fpflie 
reigning Toaft ; but it was thought morefbr 
his Intereft to fend it into the World, with 
the Motto infcribed on the Golden Apple ad- 
judged to Venus ; for then a Thoufand God- 
defies might feizc it as their own. 
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IT is ofFenfivfe for a Man to fpeak much of hinw 
felf ; and few can do it with fo good a Grace 
as Montaigni. I wi(h I could ; or that I could 
be half fo [«] entertaining orinftruftive. My Sub- 
jed, however, will be my Apology ; and lam 
fure it will draw no Envy upon me. Bodily De-» 
formity is vifible to every Eye ; but the EfFefts of 
it are known to very few ; intimately known to 
none, but thofe who feel them ; and they general- 
ly are not inclined to reveal them. As therefore I am 
furniflied with theneceflary Materials, I will treat 
this uncommon Subjeft at large ; and to view it in 
a philofophical Light is a Speculation which may be 
ufeful to Perfons fo oddly (I will not fay unhappi- 
ly) diflinguiihed | and perhaps not unentertaining 
to others. 

[d] The Mv^oM of Ualifsx, in a Letter to a>arles Cottm, Efq. 
wlio tnoilated Mmtuignii Efikys, fayt. It is tbc Book in the WorU« 
with which he is beft entertained ; and that Mnaaipit did not write 
£» Praiie» but to (ive the World a tnie Picture of himfelf and of 
Mankind* 

' Ido 



94 DEFORMITY: 

I do not pretend to be fo ingenious as Afmkngfte ; 

but it is in my Power to be as ingenuous. I may, 
with the fame [^] Naivitiy remove the Veil from 
my m&jftal 'ai Wei as perfonal IniperfiK^ohs ; aJld 
cxpofe them naked to the World. And when I 
have thus anatomized myfelf, I hope my Heart wi!l' 
be found found and uriUuiited, and my Intentions 
boneft and fincere. 

\c'\IjxAgihui faj^,that Cdcilius wrote of Ihe Sub« 
lime in a low Way : on the contrary, Mr. [d] Pope 
cAh Littginui ^^ th^ great Sublime he draws ^^ Let 
k be iny Ambition io imitate Lct^tnus in Scylt and 
Sentiment i and likt CadUusy to mak^ thefe appear 
a Contf^ to liiy Sit^ed ; to write of Deformity 
flith Beauty % aiid by a fintflied Piece to attone for 
an ill-fnrned Perfon» 

If any Header imagines, that [#] a Print of me in 
the Front! fpi^ce of this Work would give him a dear- 
er Idea of the Subje£l ; I have no Objection, provid--^ 
cd he will be at the Expence of engraving.' But, for 
want of it, let him know, that I am fcarce five Feec 
high ; that my Back wasbmt in my Mother's Womb % 
and that in Perfon I refemble Mfop^ the Prince of 

p] Pii*th t^dTifi, iih kx^tetRdh of Mintdigne ; and wkicK Ttfutt- 
ikUc puts into his Mouth in his Diakgoe with Socrates, 

[r] In the Beginning of his Treatife on the Sublime^ 

§/] In bis BOay tw ertticKnihi 

[el it firas a difobUgmg Stroke to t Lady $ bftC iCM^al linA of Majai. 
mmk)^t. de Coutnait tiiat, to -vindicate her HotaoUr firom J^lifteftiliVy 
tfieneed only prefix ha* PiAore t6 hdr B«oki Ctturai SHBibnar^ 
wader tbt Word (Gournai.) 

\ Orange^ 
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Orangey Malhal Lu'xefnburg^ t*6rd Treafurer Salif'^ 
iiifyy Scarf on^ and Mr. 'Po^e^jiot to irtentien T^^r- 
jilet and Richard the Third j whom I do not claim 
as Members of biir Society : [/* ] the firlt baing a 
Child of the Poet's Fancy ; thelaft mifreprefetlted by 
Hiftorians, Who thought they muft draw the Devil 
inabad Shape,.But 1 will not (on this OccarK)n}ac« 
ceptof Richard's Statue from the Hand of any Hif- 
torian^or even of Shakefpear himfelf j but only frofli: 
that of his [^]own Biographer, who tells us (and he 
ought to kaov^) th^ Rkhard was a hand/bme Man* 

As I have the gi'eateft ReiLfon to thank God^ that 
I was born in this I(iaiid» amd enjoy the Bleffings of 
his Majefty's Reigh \ let me not be unthankful y that 
I was not born in &parta f where I had no foonet 
feenthe Lights but I ihould have been deprivieii of it ^ 
and have been thrown^ as a ufelefs Thing [h^j ifito a 
Cavern by Mount Taygetus ! Inhuman Lfcurgus f 
thus to dcftroy yeur own Species ! Surroundtd by 
the InooceAis, whoin you have murdered^ msky Inot 
haunt you among the Shades below for this Barbarity { 
That it w jis ill Policy, the glorious Lift of Names, 
Yfbkh I hfive prdduced, is a Proof ; your own j/ge^ 

{/J Tarn mala ^erjktn pr^biBebat formu latere^ 
Sfuam puicira Ninus ecnfpia'endtu erat, 

Ov, £p. cz Poato ziii. ver. 4. 
[gl Oew^e BMci^ tfq. Miho, ih hk HiAorjr of Richard the Third, 
cadcifToers to ffpitfeat him «• a Pihice of muck better Shape (both of 
Body and Mind) than he had been generally eAeemedK And Biihop 
'Ntcolfert calls Suck a more candid Compofer of Annals than Sir lUtitat 
Mitte. St^ hit HtJIorical LlBtafy. 
[b] See Plutareb in the Life of Lycurguu 

filaus 
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fiaus confutes your Maxim ; and I hope to confute 
it too by my own Behaviour* Is the Garcafe the 
letter Part of the Man f And is it to be valued bjr 
Weighty like that of Cattle in a Market i 

• 

Infiead of this Lacedemonian Severity^ thofe, wha 
kad the Care of my Infancy, fell into another Ex* 
treme ; and, out of Tendernefs, tried every Art to 
correA the Errors of Nature j but in vain : for (as, 
I think it is, Mr. Dryden fays) 

God did not make his Works for Man to mend. 

When they could not do that, they endeavoured to 
conceal them ; and taught me to be afbamed of my 
Perfon, inftead of arming me with true Fortitude to 
defpife any Ridicule or Contempt of it. This has 
caufed me much Unealinefs in my younger Days ; 
and it required man3r' Years to conquer this Weak* 
siefs« Of which I hope now there are but little Re- 
mains left. This ill Management gave me too an 
infuperable Ball^fulnefs \ and although I have pafled 
the Courfe of my whole Life among the better Part 
of Mankind, I have always felt a Reludance to 
produce a bad Figure, which maybe fome Obftruc- 
tion to a Man's Advancement in the World 5 but 
an Advantage in reOraining his Fondnefs for it. 

Unmerited Reflexions on a Man's Perfon are hard 

■ 

of Digeilion. Menof Underftandinghave felt them. 
Even Mr. Pope was not invulnerable in this Part. 
For when the Dunces were foiled by his Writings, 

they 
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thdy printed a Caftic^ttira of his Figure i and it is 
evident that this ftung him more than a better An- 
fver 'y for [/} he ranks itai!aong the moftatrociotis 
Injuries. I iiever in my LSe received the leaft Af« 
front on this Head from any Gentleman I ever con- 
verfed with 5 or from any one who had the leaft Pre- 
tenfion to that Name : for I ihould be a Churi in** 
dead, if I eflSeemed as fuch any little innocent Plea-^ 
fantry of a Frieods which is rather ah Ihftahce of 
fmcere Kindnds and AfFedion ; and I (bould be un-« 
fit to fit at Table with him> (hould I refent has Con- 
gratidation^on my emergit^ from anEcIipfeof ft 
Surloinof Roaft-beef,^ or of aBowl'of Punch, that 
ft6od between us. But the Scenechanges extremely 
when I get inta a Mob^ where Iivfolence grows in 
Proportion^ as the Man finks in Condition ; and 
where I ca&fcarce pafs without hearing fome Affront. 
But am now unmoved with that Scurrility, Which 
tifed to affied me when I was young« The Titfe o( 
Loi:d I never much valued ; and now I entirely de- 
fpife, and yet they will force it upon me as an Hb«' 
>)our^ which they have a Right to beftow, and which 
I have none: to cefufe. This Abufe is grown into 
fuch a Habit with the Rabble, that an Irifi Chair- 
man often ufes it, when he aiks me to take a Chair ; 
and fometimes a Beggar, when he demands an Alms* 

This Diffisrence of Behaviour towards me hath 
given me the ftrongeft Idea of the Force of Educa- 

[Q In hii EpiUle to Dr. Arhutbmtuet thefeLinet : 
The Monb hhtknol'd, when the WHtiiigi *icipe. 
The libera Perfon, and thitfiSitr'd Sht^, k9. 

Vol. I. H tion 5 
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tion I and taught me to fet a right Value Upon it. tt 
is certainly the Stamp of a Man's Charader : it dif- 
tinguifhes the bafe from the valuable Metal ; and is 
the Barrier between the Mob and the civilized Part 
of Mankind. This Ufagehath alfo been a great 
Advantage to me ; for it hath made me (like [i'] 
Horace) fly from the Vulg^ to the Company and 
Converfation of my Superiors, where I am fure to 
be eafy. I have ever enjoyed it ; and though 1 want 
polite Qualities to recommend me, I cannot fay I 
was ever ill received by them. Moreover, thefe 
Abufes from my Inferiors often furniih me with ge- 
nerous Reflexions. I fometimes recolle£l the Ex- 
preffion of Brutus in Shakefpiar^ *' Your ff^orJs pafs 
•* by me as the idle Wind which I regard not :" at 
other Times a Saying (I think] oi Socrates y ^^ Shall 
*' I be angry if an Afs kick at me ? It is his Nature 
** fo to do [/].*' But perfonal Reflexions of this 
kind are almoft unknown among Perlbns of high 
Rank. It muft therefore be only a French Romance, 
that gave rife to the Report, that our great and glo:- 
rious Deliverer once called Luxemburg crooked- back 
Fellow ; who replied, that he could not know^tbat 
he was ioy for he had never feen his Back. 

' When, by fome uncommon Accident, I have been 
drawn into a'Country Fair, Cockpit, Bear-garden, 
or the like riotous Aflemblies, after I have got from 

[i(j Odi prophapum Tulgqs, U arceo. Od. i, 1. 3. 

[/] I might add another Boo Mot of Socrates $ when aiked, how he 
couid bear the Noife and Ill-mannert of JTantifpe, he replied. They 
that live in a trading Street are not difturbed at the Pafiage of Carta. 
See the Spectator, No. 479. 

them.» 
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them, I have felt the Pleafure of one efcapcd from 
the Danger of a Wreck j for all the Time I am 
prefent, I confidermyfelfas liable to Affront, with- 
out a Power of Ibewing any Refentment ; which 
would expofe me to ten- fold Ridicule. Nor am I 
formed for a Mafquerade ; where fuch a Figure 
would foon be difcovered; nor elbape Abufe from 
the lower Clafs, whom the Maik introduces to their 
Betters ; and where all indulge a greater Liberty 
of Behaviour, 

<. 
I always had an Averfion in my Childhood to 
Dancing-mafters i and ftudied all Evafions to avoid 
their Leflbns, when they were forced upon me ; for 
I was ever confcious to myfelf, what an untoward 
Subjed they had to work on; I carried this a little 
too far ; and have fometimes wiihed I had facrificed 
a little more to the Graces. The Negleft of this 
has left behind it an Aukwardnefs in (ome Part of 
my outward Gefture and Behaviour; and I am fen* 
fibie, that I might, hy Care and Habit, have cor- 
re&td fome Things now grown inveterate ; and 
that, from a natural Diflike to Trifles, I neglected 
fome Forms too much* 

Bodily Deformity is very rare ; and therefore a 
Perfon fo diftinguiihed muft naturally think, that he 
has had ill Luck in a Lottery, where there are above 
a thoufand Prizes to one Blank, Among 558 Gen- 
tlemen in the Houfe of Commons, I am the only 
one that is fo. Thanks to my worthy Conftituents, 
who never objected to my Perfoif , and I hope never 

Ha to 
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t? give thsm cauf^ to objed to my Behaviour. Tbej 
are liot like a vefial Borough, of whicb ^bere goes 
a Story ; that, though they nswct took £xcep^iona 
to aoy Man's (pharafter, who cain^ up to their 
Pf ice ) yet they once rejected the be^ ¥l\44^9 be« 
caufe he was a Negroe. 

I never was, nor ever will be, a Memb^ qf tbf 
[wz] Ugly Club 5 and I would adyifp tbof^ Gf Atlfi- 
men to 'meet no more : For though they o^ay be a 
very ingenious and facetious Society ; yet it draws 
the Eyjes of the. Wp^ldtoo moc^ upoj^ tj^sp^ ^d 
theirs t(j)o. much fropri the yf9^^- J^of ^.^io wqmW 
choofQ to bje always looking at ba4 Pi£)burj^s^ "VkPJk 
there is fo great aColIe£Uon, to be n^ejt v^Ul^ of go94 
ones, ^fp^cially among thp Fair S^ex'j wljo, if they. 
lYill flQt admit them to be Intio^tes^ will permit 
them to b<? dift^t ^dmij^ersi When.deft?r;a\e4,]?ci:» 
foj^s appear tpge^WT, it doul^l^s t^ ^i^i^dI^ he- 
caufe of the Similitude j asi i^ dpcs, i^g^ tJ>fiy ari^ 
feen vtrith very I;^'g^ Perfon;^ becaufcf of ijhe Coiir- 
traft . Let th^qci thprefor^ call Jkfiperm to ^f^t 
Aid in both Cafes* 

There are many Great and Tall Men^ with whom 
I iball always efteism it an Honour to convjprfe i and 
though their Eyes are placed in a much higher Par- 
allel, th^ take care never to overlook me ; and 3xc 
always concerned, if, by Chance, they happen to 
flrike ^ly Hat witl^.thi^ir Elbow* When ftanding 
or walking, we indeed find fome Di£iculty in the. 

[m] Spedatofj Kttmbt X7* 

Convcr- 
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Comrcffatfoh ; for they are obliged to ftbop <J6wn, 
as in fearch of a Pin, while I am Icfoking up, ^s 
if taking the Height of a Star iC^rkh i Qyadranh 
And I own I fometimes ufe a little Policjr, that the 
Cbntraft may ndt be tpo remarkable. 

General O. is Brother in Blood and in Worth to 
one of the greateft and beft Men of the A^e ; and 
a brave Spirit is lodged inalargcPeri&ri. The Ma^, 
Who ftood intrepid by hh Majefty's Side In the glori- 
ous D^ of Dettingeny and afterwards by that of his 
Royal Highnefs ill the more unfortuna;te otic of Fon^ 
Unay^ is now placed at the Head of a Troop of 
Horfe Grenadiersj to ^uard that Prince^ whom he 
hath to long and faithfully ferved» I haVe the Ho- 
nour to be well known to him ; and I once accident- 
ally accompanied him to fee the Horfes of his TiXK>p. 
1 never was more humbled, than when I walked 
witb him among his tall Men, madp fItiH taller by 
their Caps. I feemed to myfelf a Worm and no 
Man ; and could not but inwardly grieve, that^ 
when I had the fame Inclination to the Service of 
my Country and Prince, I wanted their Strength 
to perfom it. — As a Member of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, I fometimes ufe the Precaution to place 
myfelf at fome Diftancefrom the General, though 
I am commonly of the fame Side of the Houfe, 

Lord />. is another brave OflScer at th'e Head of 
one of his Majefty*s Troop's of Guards ; one of the 
talleft of his Subjefls ; an ancient Peer ; an able Se- 
nator i and (what is much to the Honour of any 

H3 Peer) 
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Peer.) a ufeful Magiftrate in the Country. I am al- 
ways proud of meeting his Lordfhip at the Quarter 
Scffions J but I always take Care to have the Chair- 
man at leaft between us on the Bench, that it may 
not be too vifible to the Country, what a prodigious 
Difparity there is in every Refpe<a between us* 

Bpt I will nbw divide my Text, in order to dif- 
cufs it more thoroughly ; and will confider the na- 
tural Confequences of Bodily Deformity; firfr, how 
it afFeds the outward Circumftances j and laftly, 
what Turn it gives to the Mind. 

It is certain, that the Human Frame, being warp- 
ed and difproportioned, is leflened in Strengch and 
Adivity ; and rendered lefs fit for its Funaions. 
Scarron had invented an Engine to take off his Hat ; 
and I wlfli I could invent one to buckle my Shoe, or 
to take up a. Thing from the Ground, which I cah 
fcarce do without kneeling; fori can bend my Body 
no farther than it is bent by Nature. For this Reai»|^,i 
fon, when Ladies drop a Fan or Glove, I am not- 
the firft to take it up ; and often reft rain my In- 
clination to perform thofe little Services, rather than 
cxpofe my Spider-like Shape. And I hope if will 
not be conftrued as Pride, if I do not always rife 
from my Seat when I ought ; for if it is low, I find 
fome Trouble in it ; and my Center of Gravity is fo 
ill placed, that I am often like to fall back. Things, 
hanging within the Reach of others, are out of mine. 
And what they can execute with Eafe, I want 
Strength to perform. I am in Danger of being 

trampled 
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trampled upon, or ftifled in a Crowd j where my 
Back is a convenient Lodgment for the Elbow of 
any tall Perfon that is near. I can fee nothing ; and 
my whole Employment is to guard my Perfon. I 
have forborn to attend his Majefty in the Houfe of 
Peers, fmce I was like to be fqueezed to death diere 
againft the Wall. I would willingly come thither 
Vfhctk his Majefty commands, but he is too gracious 
to expe£lImpoiEbilities. Befldes, when I get in, I 
can never have the Pleafure of feeing, on the Throne, 
one of the bed Princes, who ever fat on it. Thefe 
and many others are the Inconveniencess continually 
attending a Figure like mine. They may appear grie* 
vous to Perfons not ufed to them ; but they grow 
cafier by Habit; and though they may a little difturb, 
they are not fufEcient to deftroy the Happinefs of 
Life ', of which, at an Average, I have enjoyed as 
great a Share as moft Men. ^nd perhaps one 
Proof of it may be my writing this Effay j not intend- 
ed as a Complaint againft Providence for my Lot, but 
as an innocent Amufement to myfelf apd others. ^ 

I cannot tell what Effefi Deformity may have on 
the Health ; but it is natural to imagine, that as the 
inward Parts of the Body muft, in fome meafure^ 
comply with the outward Mould j the Form of the 
latter being irregular, the firft cannot be fo well 
placed and difpofed to perform their Functions; and 
that generally deformed Perfons would not be healthy 
or long -lived. But this is a Queftion beft deter- 
mined by Fa£ls ', and in this Cafe the Inftances are 
too few, or unobfervcd, to draw a general Conclu* 

H 4 fion 
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fion from them. And Health is, more tiian is com* 
monly thought, in a Man's own Power ; and the 
Reward of Temperance, more tiian die Effe^ df 
Conftitutiop ; which makes it ftill more difficult to 
pafi a Judgmej|:it. £fop could not be yoyng when he 
died ; and might have lived longer, if he had not 
been murdoied at Delphi. The Prince of Orange 
icarce paflM the Meridian of Life i and the Duke 
of Luxemburg died about the Age of fixty^feven.. 
The Lord Treafurej* Bftrleigh (die Honour of whole 
Company I Claim on the Authority of [»] OJhom) 
lived to feventy-eight j but his Son the Earl of Stf- 
Jijiury, who died about fifteen Years after him, could 
not reach near that Age. I. have heard (but know 
not if it Is true) that Mr. 'Pope's Father was dcfonri* 
ed, and he lived to feventy-five; whereas the So^ 
died in middle Age ; if he may be faid to die, whofe 
Works are immortal. My Father was not deform* 
ed, but active, and my Mother a celebrated 
Beauty i and I, that am fo unlike them, have lived 
to a greater Age ; and daily fee my Acquaintance^ 
of a ftronger Frame, quitting the Stage before me* 

But I leave it to better'NaturaUfts to determine^ 
whether Deformity, abftraftedlyconfidered, is preju- 
dicial to Health ; for in its Confequences, I believe^i^ 
it is moft commonly an Advantage. Deformed Per- 
fons have a left Share of Strength, than others, and 
,thereforefhould naturally be more careful to prefervcf 
it ; and as Temperiince is the great Ptefervative of 
Health, it may incline them to be mbre temperate. 

[r] See Hl&oncal Menoirs of (L EliTsabtih, by Franch OJhom, Efq . 

^ A " I have 
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^ Reafon to think that my own weak l^rame a&d 

Cohftitution have prolonged my Life to this prefent 
Date. But I fliould ijtipofe upon my keader^ and 
affront Heaven, if I afcf ibed that to Virtue, which 
took its Rife from Neceffity. Being of a confump- 
tivc Difpofition, 1 was akrmed, when young, with 
frequent (jpitting of Blood ; this m^ meabflaia 
from Witie, and all flrong Liquors, which I hzK 
now done for near thirty Years^ But 

{Incidit in Scylhm cupi^s vttdre Caryhdim.) 

By this I f^ll lAto another Misfoftane^ and the Stone 
was the Confequcnce of my drirtkrng raw Water ; 
.but Care and Pcrfeveralice, with Abftineftct, have fo 
farfubdued that Piftemper, that at pfefent it is biit 
jittie Interruption to my Eafe or Happifie(s. And 
weak ^s I am, I dafly fee many^ <5yi«g before nie, 
who weie defigned By Nature for a much longer 
Life. And I cannot but lament, that the Genera- 
Jity of Mankind (6 wantonly throw away Health 
(without which [^j Life is not Life) when it is fo 
much in their own Power to preferveit. If every 
.Virtue in its Confequenee is its own Reward, Tem- 
perance is eminently fo ; and every one immediately 
feels its good EfFeft. And I am perfuaded that many 
might arrive at Comoro's Age, if they did but follow 
his Example. On thinking upon this Subject,. I 
have adopted many Klaxims, which to the World 
will feem Paradoxes ; as certain true Geographical 
Theorems do to thofe, who are unacquainted wkh 

'- ■ the 
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the Globe* I hold as Articles of Faith (but*whic1i 
may be condemned as Herefles in many a General 
Council aiTf mbled about a large Table) that the 
fmalleft Liquors are beft : That there never was a 
good Bowl of Punch ; nor a good Bottle of Cham- 
paign, Burgundy, or Claret : That the beft Dinner 
is one Di(h : That an Entertainment grows worle 
in proportion as the Number of Diflies increafe : 
That -a Faft is better than a Lord Mayor's Feaft : 
That no Conoiileiir ever underftood good Eating : 
That no Minifter of State or Ambafl^or ever gave 
a good Entertainment : No King ever fate down to 
a good Table : And that the Peafant fares better 
than the Prince, bfc. Being infpired withfuch Sen- 
timents, what Wonder is it, if I fometimes break 
out into fuch Ejaculations. O Temperance J Thou 
Goddefs moft worthy to be adored ! Thou Patro- 
' nefs of Health ! Thou Protedor of Beauty } Thou 
Prolonger of Life ! Thou Infiirer of Pleafure ! 
Thou Promoter of Bufinefs ! Thou Guardian of the 
Perfon ! Thou Preferver of the Underftanding ! 
Thou Parent of every intelle£bual Improvemenc, 
and of every moral Virtue I 

Another great Prefervative of Health is, moderate 
Exercife ; which few deformed Perfons can want 
Strength to perform. I. ever chofe long Journies, 
and they have been fatiguing to me ; but I never 
found myfelf worfe for Fatigue. And (before I was 
troubled with the Stone) I have, on Occafion, rode 
fifty Miles in a Day ; or walked near Twenty. And, 
though now flow in my Mbtions, I can be on my 

Fee: 



AN ESSAY. 107 

3Feet die grcatcft Part of the Day ; and cannot be 
faid to lead a fedentary Life, As a deformed Perfon 
is not formed for violent Exercife, he is lefs liable to 
fuch Diforders as are the natural Confequence dfi\m 
He will alfo efcape many Accidents, to which Mea 
of athletic Make, and who glory in their Strength, 
are always expofing themfelves to make Trial and 
Proof of it. If he cannot carry an Ox, like Mik^ 
he will not, like Mih, be hand-cuffed in the Oak, 
by attempting to rend it. He will not be the Man 
that Ihall ride from London to Tori in a Day, or to 
IVindfor in an Hour for a Wager j or that fliall be 
perpetually performing furprifmg long Journies in a 
furprifing ftiort Time, for no earthly Bufinefs, but 
the Pleafure of relating them. Confcious of his own 
Weaknefs, he will be cautious of running into Places 
or Occafioits of Danger. I deny myfelf fonje En- 
tertainments, rather than venture into a Crowd, 
"knowing how unequal I am to^a Struggle in it; and, 
if any fudden Quarrel fliould arife, how ill I am qua- 
lified for fuch an Encounter. One Blow from a 
Slack or Broughton would infallibly confign me over 
to Charon. Nature too calls on deformed Perfons to 
be careful not to offer fuch Affronts, as may call them 
forth into the Field of falfe Honour, where they can- 
not acquit themfelves well for want of Strength and 
Acxility; and they are fecurer from fuch Affronts 
themfelves ; fince others will confider the little Cre- 
dit they will gain, by compelling them to appear on 
that Scene. On the whole I conclude, that Dcfor- 
jnity is a Proteaion to a Man's Health and Perfon ; 
^ which 
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irtrich f ftraige as it may appear) are better defeti4« 
mi hf Feebleness than Strengths 

Let me noiRr confider the Influence of Bodily bc*» 
Ibffwky on a Man's Fortune. Among the lower 
Oafe, he is cut off from many Profeffions and Em- 
ftoycoents* He cannot be a Soldier» he is under 
Standardf ; be cannot be a Sailor, he wants Activity 
t&dhnb the Rigging j he cannot be a Chaumaft or 
Pbreer, he wants Strength to bear the Burthen* In 
Idgher Life, he is ill qualified for a Lawy6r, he can 
fcarce be feea over the Bar ^ for a Divine, he may 
d/op from his Hafibck out of Sight in his Pulpit* 
The Improvement of bis Mind is his proper Province^ 
assdhk Bufmefs only fuch as depends on Ingenuity. 
J£ becaiuiot be a Dancing* mafter toadjuA the Heels, 
.kmay be a School-oaafter to inftfu£t the Head. He 
cannot be a graceful AStot on the Stage ; but h& 
Biay produce a good Play» He would appear ill as 
afieralxi m a Procei&on -, but may pafs as a Mer- 
cE&ant on^he Exchange.. He cannot undergo the 
Faiffgiie of the Campaign ; but he may advife the 
Operations of it. He is defigned by Nature, rather 
toi fleepon Parnaffus^ than to defcend on the Plains 
«tf Elii. He cannot be crowned at the Olympie 
GafRes y but may be the Pindar to celebrate them» 
ife caA aicquire no Glory by the Sword j but hc^ 
m^'f by the Pen ;. and may grCw famous by only 
relating thofe Exploits, which are beyond his Power 
to imitate. 

Lord Ba€on (that extenfive and penetfatrrtg Ote- 
itius, who pointed out every Part of Nature for Ex- 
amination) 
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ammation) in hia Eflay on Brformtty hys^ *<t!li^ 
"in their Superiors, itqueacheth Jesiaufy tawAvis 
'^ theni) as Perfoas that they think thciy may jc 
*^ Pkaflureddptfe ; and it l9yeth their Competatiois 
^^ and Emulators s^ep^ as never faeHevIog ^h«y 
^^fliojLild be in a Poffibility of Adi^ancement, tM 
*& they (be then[i in Poilefficui.," But it is much ^ be 
doubted, whether thia is not more tlian counderb^-- 
lanced, by tHeContenapt of the World, whkhit is?- 
quiies no mean Parts to'coQ](|ttcr» Foj: if (as I basrc 
f<«nevhg« read) a good Perfon is a Letter of Re-- 
conunjSodatiQn, ]i>efonnaity m»&h^ anObftru^^km 
in the Way to Favour^ In this refpedl, therefore, 
deformed P^rfons fet out in the World to a Diifa^- 
vantage, and they muftfirAfurmount the Prej«d»oeB 
of Mankind before they can be upon a Par wxtk 
others. And tnvA o.btain, by a Courfe of Bebayiotr* 
that Regard, wbick is paid to Beauty at itrft Sig^u 
When this Point is once gained, the Tables, arie 
ti»ned^ and then tJie Game goes in their Favoin;- 
for others, fej>fible- of thdr Injuftice ta them, »» 
fooner find them better than they expe3sd,thaatikc^ 
believe them better than they are ; whei^as in tbo- 
b^utiful Perfon, they fon^imes find themfelves^iitn-* 
pofed upon, and are angry that they have wprihipeA 
only a painted Idol. For- (again take hqrd Bacoa*sf 
Words) [p] <^ neither is it almoft fcen, thatveo-y 
'^ beautiful Perfons are other^vife of great Virtue^. 
'^ they prove accompliihed, but notof: great Spirit ^ 
and ftudy rather Behaviour than Virtue, Whereas 
ff] deformed Perfons, if they be of Spirit, will fr^ 

lf> ] His Eflay on Beavty • Ij] His EOay on Deforfiiit;y:. 

** themieline^ 
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^\ thcmfelves from Scorn, which muft be ehber bjr 
** Virtue or Malice j and therefore let it not be 
*^ marvelled, if they fometimes prove excellent Per- 
•' fons, as was JgfJBauSy Zanger the Son oi Solomon^ 
Efopy Gafca Prefident of Peru ; and Socraiesmzy 
iikewife go amongft them, with others.'^ ^siy» 
he fiiys, ^^ in a great Wit Deformity is an Advan* 
** tage to Rifing/* And, [q] in another Part of his 
Works, " that they, who, by Accident, have fome 
^^ inevitable and indelible Mark on their Perfons or 
•*- Fortunes, as deformed Perfons, Baftards, faff, if 
•* they want not Virtue, generally prove fortunate.*' 

OJiorny in his Hiflorical Memoirs of ^een Elizas 
ietbj informs, us, that '^ ihe chofe the goodlieft Per- 
^^ fons for her Houfehold Servants ; but in her Coun* 
^f fellors did not put by Sufficiency, though accom- 
^5 panled with a crooked Perfon ; as it chanced in a 
*^ ( r] Father and a Son of the Cecilsy both incom* 
^^ parable for Prudence." It is well known the 
Queen would make the Father {Burleigh) fit in her 
Prefence ; telling him, that fhe did not ufe him for 
his Legs, but Head. But the Son (afterwards Lord 
Treafurer and Earl of Salifiury) was not fo civilly 
treated by the Populace; and is an Inftance, not only 
that Envy purfues a great Man, but that the higbeft 
Poft cannot redeem a deformed one from Contempt • 
it attends him like his Shadow, and like that too is 
ever reminding him of his ill Figure \ which is often 

Tf ] ^^ AugmentU Scietitiarttm, 1. viii. c. 2* 

[r] I fuppofe what Cambden fays of Lord Burkigb''t comely and 
f leafing AfpcA, reUtei t9 bis Countenance only* 

objefted 
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• 

objeAed for want of real Crimes. For the fame 
Writer [i] fays of the fame great Man ; ** that the 
^^ Misfortunes accompanying him from his Birth did 
<' not a little add to that Cloud of DetraAion, that 
^< fell upon all that he faid pr did i a Mul£^ in Na- 
•* turc, like an Optick Spedbicle, multiplying much 
** in the Sight of the People the Apparitions of 111." 
Nor was this Contempt buried with him : it tram- 
pled on his Afhes, and infulted his Grave-; as ap- 
pears by an Epitaph, which OJhrn cites, as void of 
Wit,HS itisfuil of Scurrility J in one Line of which 
there is an Epithet, not fo elegant, as defcripttve 
of his Perfon, viz. *< Little Bojpve Robin, that was 
fo great." 

Such Contempt in general, joined with the Ridi- 
cule of the Vulgar, is another certain Confequence 
of bodily Deformity. For Men naturally defpife 
what appears le& beautiful or ufeful ; and their Pride 
is gratified, when they fee fuch Foils to their own 
Perfons. It is this Senfe of Superiority, which is 
teftified by Laughter in the lower Sort ; while their 
Betters, who know how little any Man whatfoever 
bath to boaft of, are reftrained by good Senfe and 
good Breeding from fuch an Infult. But it is not 
eafy to fay why one Species of Deformity fhould be 
more ridiculous than another, or why the Mob 
fhould be more merry with acrooked Man, than one 
that is deaf, lame, fquinting, or purblind. Or why 
Ihould they back-bite me (if I may ufe theExpreflion) 
to my Face, and not laugh at my Face itfelf for be- 
ing harrowed by the Small Pox i It is a Back in 

[i] Hiftorical Memoirt of King Jams, 

Alto 
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AltoReKevo that bears all the Ridkule i tf)0tigh 
oae would think a prominent Belly a more reafi>n-» 
aik Ohjea of it ; fince the laft is generally the Ef- 
fodt of Intemperance^ and of a Man's own Creati'* 
Oft* Soaraies was Mgly» but not cootQmned ; and 
i<] PhilapcamK of very mean Appearance^ and 
th9u^h con^emQ,ed on that Account^ not ridiculed 9 
for [ti\ Montaignfi &ys^ ^^ ill Features arte but a fu- 
'' pcrficial UgHncfej and of little Certainty in the 
** Opinion of Men ; but a Deformity of Limbs^ is 
*' moi^ fubftanciaU and ftrikes deeper in;'* As it 
iamore uncommon, ^i£ is, more remarkable^ and 
tbat» perhaps, i$ the true Reafon, why it is more 
ridiculed by the Vulgar. - < 

Since this is the Cafe, I appeal to my Frat?ernity^ 
whether it is not- found Policy to ufe Stratagem to 
guard againft their Attacks as much as maybe; and^ 
fince they are deceived by outward Appearances, to 
call in the Aid of the Taylor, to prefenttbem witir 
better Shapes than Nature has beftowed« Againfr 
to unfair an Adverfary fuch Fraud, is juftifiable $ 
though I do not approve of it in getleral. When I 
wae aChitd^ I was drawn like a Cupid, with aBoirv^ 
and Arrow in -my Hands, and a Quiver on my$ 
Shoulder; lafterwiurds thought this an Abuie, wbicif 
<MughttobecorreAed ; and^ when I fatefor myPi6faxre^ 

.{r}Coiniof'te an InQ> where he watexpeAed^ before his Attcn* 
d^ts, th^ MiArefs of the Houfe, feeing a plain Perfoa, of very mean 
Afpe.^, ordered him to aflUt in getting things ready for Pbiloptemen^ 
Hb Attendants finding him fo employed^ be told them> he was then 
j^y ing/the; Tribvte of his Uglinefs. PJuurtb* 

[u\ lo his £flay on Phyfiogoomy. 

fome 
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fome Years ago, I infifted on being drawn as I am, 
and that the ftrong Marks of the Small Pox might 
appear in my Face ; for I did not choofe to colour 
over a Lye. The Painter faid, he never was al- 
lowed fuch Liberty before ; and I advifed him, if he 
hoped to be in vogue, never to afTume it again : for 
Flatterers fucceed heft rn the World ; and of Flat- 
terers, Painters are the leaft liable to be deteSed 
by thofe they flatter. Nor are the Ladies the only 
Perfons concerned for their Looks. ** [x] Alexander 
** chofe to have his PiSure drawn by Aptlles^ and 
« his Statue formed by Lyjippus. And the Spartan 
*' Agefilaus (confcious of his ill Figure) would never 
'^ fuffcr any Pifture or Statue of him to be taken. 
•* He was one of the moft confiderable Perfons of his 
" Age both for civil and military Virtues, infomuch 
"that he juftly acquired the Appellation of Jgejilaus 
" the Great. But though Nature had been uncom- 
" monly liberal to him in the noble Endowments of 
the Mind, ihe had treated him very unfavourably 
in thofe of the Body. He was remarkably low of 
'* Stature ; had one Leg fliorter than the other j and 
*' fo very defpicable a Countenance, that he never 
** failed of raifing Contempt in thofe, who were un- 
*' acquainted with his moral and intelleftual Excel- 
*^ lencies. It is no wonder therefore, that he was 
*' unwilling to be delivered down to Pofterity under 
** the Difadvantages of fo unpromifing a Figure." I 

[x] Edido TCtuit, ne quis fe, praeter ApeUeo, 
Pingeret^ aut alius L>fippo duceret aera 
Fortis Alexandri vultum fimulantia.— i/^r. E^, i. 1. u 
See too Cicero's celebrated Epiftle to Lucctius* 

' Vol. I. I have 
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havcgiy|n the [y]Wordsof alate veryelfsgafi^TrajEr- 
f^tioa of Cicero* s ^ter$. — On th^ vif)i9le, I could 
wifb, that Mankind wpuld be more caxidid an4 
friendly with us ; an4 inflead of ridiculing acSdort^^^ 
J^effon, would rally tl;^ Irr^uiaritie^ of the Mi.ndy 
which, generally, are as vifible as ti^iie of the P^r- 
fon y bu(, being iQore cosnmpn) theyp^ with little. 
>(o(ice as \^ell in hig)i as lov^r Life^ [p^l Maana^ 
wou]<d. laugh at any Ixxegi^firity in Haracii Die(s,. 
biit r\o.t at any Caprice in his Behaviour, l??,c^ufc it 
\yas consvrnQn a^d^ fVft^iqn^^blp ; fq a^ M^'s ?ei:fQjti,. 
\yhich IS tbq Drefs of^ ^is Soijl, Qnjy is. ridi«ijlcd„ 
while tlj5 vicious Quf^iues of it efcapc. — Let ip^ add,, 
that if ridkulinganpther's P^rfpn is in, naCafe tp b^^ 
juftified, the iiri;reat^c;it pf it fj^u.ft. bp higWy crir 
minal : what then muft we tiiink o[ B^bus. a Ro^ 
ntan Quaeftor in Sfain^ whp wantonly expofed tq 
wild Beafts a certain note/d Au£l:^oneejrat SeyiUe^ fpr 
no other Reafon, but becaufehe w^ deformed^ This 
is related in a [<?] Letter to Cicera by Aftnius PoHfo^ 
tjiemoft accompliflied Gentleman of tl^aj A^e j vfhp 
calls )^alb^5 a Monuer for this ai^d other Afts of 'Bz;^^ 

[;y]rfomtbe Tfa^fladoB, andNotei, of the BfvOlt I.litTe aie»-, 

£«] Si curtatiM inrqoaji tonfoK capUlos 
' Otcurrit, rides ; fi forte /ubucula peze 
TriU fiibeil tunicK, vel fi toga diffidet hnpaf. 
Rides { quidt nea cum pu|p»t feateatit iecmn f 
Quod pctiit, fpemit | repetit quod nuper omifit ? 
^ftuat» et vitz difconvenit ordinc tote ? 
Diniit, cdifica^^ n^utat quadrate rotnndli ? 
lefaoire putas folenliia ine; heque rides. 
[a] The 7th of the 151^ liook ill the ti^tiai 1 the 3«< 
•fthe xoth b the Ori^el. ' ' ' ' ^ ' ^ 
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barity. I am glad he has prefefved the Mejnoiy of 
d&is poor Man, whom I here confecrate to Fame i 
and place foremoftin the glorious Lift of our Martyrs. 

I will now follow Lord Bacon as my Guide, in 
tracing out fuch Paffiqns and Affe^Uons, as moft nsK 
turally reflilr from Deformity : for he fays, <> There 
" certainly is a Coafent betv^eti'die Body aiid the 
" Mind $ and where Nature erreth in the one, flie 
^^venturethin the other; add therefore Deformity 
^^ may be beft confidered, in this refped, as a Caufe 
*^ which feldom fails of the Effe^^ and not as a 
^'Si^, which is n\ore de^eivable; for as there is 
<^ ai\ Ele&ion in Man touching the Frame of his 
<< Mind, the Stars of natural Inclihation are fome-* 
*<^ tuneseclipfedby theSunofDifcipHne and Virtue*'' 

He begins with'faying, that ^^ deformed Perfbns 
^* are comnonly even with Nature ; for as Nature 
^^ haidi done ill by them,, fo do they by Nature, be^ 
^^ ing {at the n^qft part (as the Scripture iaith) tnii 
'^ of natural AffiQm** I can neither find out this 
Paffage in Scripture, nor the Reafon of it j nor can 
I "give my Aflfenfc or Negative to aftopofitiori, till I 
am well acquainted with the Terms of it. If by. na- 
tural' AS^i^n i& here meaht univeHal Benevolence^ 
and D^forrtfity nec^flarily implies a Want of it, a 
deformed Perfon muft then be a complete MonflferL 
Bat howev^i* common the Gafe may'be, my owii 
Sthfedon^'iiifdi^ me, that it is not unrverfidly true! 
If^ by namval"^ Alston, is meant a partial Regard 
for IndiVidu^s i I bilfete theRtmaHc is judicious, 

I % and 
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and founded in human Nature. Defonntid Pcrfi>n* 
are defpifed, ridiculed, and ill-treated by others ; are 
feldom Favourites, and commonly moft negleded b^ 
Parents, Guardians, and Relations ; and therefore, 
as they are not indebted for much Fondnefs, it is no 
wonder if they repay but little. It is the Command 
of Scripture, Nottofet our Affe£liomon Things beloTv.*; 
it is the Voice of Reafon, not to overvalue what we 
muft foon part with ; and therefore, to be fo fond of 
others, as not to be able to bear the Abfence, or to 
furvive them, is neither a religious nor moral Duty ; 
but achildifh and womatiKh Weaknefs : And I muft 
congratulate deformed Perfons, who, by Example, 
are early taught another Lefibn. And I will now lay 
open my own Heart to the Reader, that he may 
judge, if Lord BaconU Pofition is verified in me. 

I hope it proceeds not from a Malignity of Heart ; 
but I never am much afFededwith the common Ac- 
cidents of Life, whether they befall myfelf or others. 
I am little moved when I hear of Deaths Lofs, or 
Misfortune i I think the Cafe is common, 

{[V] Tritusj far c medio forturue duStusaarvo :) 

And as it is always likely to happen, I am not fur- 
prifed when it does. If I fee a Perfon cry or beat his 
Breaft on any fuch Occafion, I cannot bear him 
Company, but am not a Demcritus to laugh at his 
Folly. I read of Battles and Fields covered with 
Slain; of Cities deftroyed by Sword, Famine, Pcfti- 
lence> and Earthquake ; I do not j(hed a Tear : I 

P3 Jar. Sat. xiii, 

fvppofe 
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Aippofe it is, becaufe they are the ufual Storms, to 
which the Human Species are expofed, proceeding 
from the juft Judgments of God, or the miftaken 
and falfe Principles of Rulers. I read of Perfecuti- 
ons. Tortures, Murders, 'Maflfacres ; my Com- 
paffion for the Sufferers arc great, but my Tears ar^ 
ftopped by Refentment and Indignation againft the 
Contrivers and Perpetrators of fuch horrid A£Uon8* 
But there are many Things that bring Tears into 
my Eyes, whether I will or no ; and when I refled, 
I am often at a lofs in fearching out the fecret Source 
from whence they flow. What makes me weep 
(for weep I do) when I read of Virtue or Innocence 
in Diftrefs ; of a good Man helplefs and forfaken, 
unmoved by the greateft Infults and Cruelties 5 or 
courageoufly fupporting himfelf againft Oppreffion it\ 
the Article of Death i I fuppofe it is, to fee Vice 
triumphant, and Virtue foill rewarded in this Life. 
May I judge by myfelf, I fliould imagine, that few 
fincere Chriftians could read the Sufferings of their 
Saviour, or Engltjhmen thofe of a Cranmer^ KidUy^ 
or Latimer y without Tears; the firft dying to eftab* 
liih his Religion, the laft to refcue it from Corrup* 
tion. When I read of [c] Regulus returning to Tor* 

[f ] pooec laliantcs coafilio patm 
Finnaret aufior nunqaam alias dato 
Interqoe moerentes amicos 
- £gregiut propefaiet eznl. 
Atqui idebat que fibi baibartt 

Toftor pararet : tamtB 

^ PiliiOTit obflantct propuiquof, 
Et popttlom rcditoa fliofaiilm. 

Hot. O^ v. 1. 3* 

1 3 mcfitf 
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mcnt, and [J] John of France to Imprironmenty 
againft tbcPcrfuafiop of Frieods, ^ojbeep Faith uritti 
their Enemies -, I weep to think, thejne is fcarce an- 
other Inftaoce of fuch exalted Virtue. Thc^ who 
often hear me read, know, that my Voice chang^s^ 
and my l^yes are fuU, when I mej&t witih a generous 
^ heroic Spying, AiHoyi, or Cbarafier, efpMecially 
ot Pertons, whofe Example or Copimand n^ay in- 
fluence Mankind^ I weep wl^en I hear a {^] Tttus 
iay. That be bad loft the Day in which he did no 
6pod, When [/J Ad^ia^ tells his Enemy» That 
he had efcaped \>^ his being Emperor ; or j]^] Levuis 
XII* Th2|t be is not to reyengp the Affront of ^ (be 
p.uke of OrUam. Thefe afe tbe fijrft InftaHQW th^t 
^appen tfjf occur to ipe : I niighl: recpU^£| many» too 
ififuaiy to infert.tn this fJ&y i yet all are hutfew, com- 
ga3;e^ l^ l/){la;ic^ of Cruelty and Revenge : periuqis 
Xaip €on<:er|ied| %h»t they are fo rare : perhaps too I 
ipwar^ grieve that lam not in a Sttciation to do the 
like* I am ent^ainedy but not moved, when I read 
Ffhairis Hiftory of Cbarlis XII. but I melt into 
Tears on reading Htmwfifs CharaAer of his Anta- 
goiitft P^Ur the Gt^eat* The firft is the Story of a 
Madman \ the other of t, F^er, Friend » and Bene- 

\d\ £b Tain fes Mmiftxtfl& its plus OMfidl£sabk$ SdgMorsJu Roy 

aume fixeot Cous leun effivti, pour le £ure chasger dc aciofaition. II 

repoadoit a tout ce qa*on lui dl6)kU deflna^ qae qaaal la bonne Soj 

iferoit bannie du refte do mondc^ 'A failoit q^*oii la tra^i^tf tofijoara dans 

1 a boochc dei Roik Hifttim dc Fumtf par le P. O* DanleL 

\t\ Recordat«tquond«BL6i{>w coaan, qood nihil cMqaam toto die 
prKftitiifet, menorabiJem ilb^ flMritOfW Uadirtaai vooem edidit t 

Amzci, DiiM ~i — in i^ffiiinlin. 

f/] Echar^RMn»Hi««y, 
|jr]^Meserai| ADaaiel. 

fa£lor 
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&ddr of his People ; ^hofe Charatter (as the Au- 
thor obferves in the Conclufion of it) will command 
the Admiration of all fucceeding Generations -, and 
I fuppofe I lament, that God is pleafed to advance to 
Royalty (o few fuch Inftruments of Good to Man* 
kind. Harry IV. of France had every Quality to 
make a Prince amiable : Courage, Humanity, Cle- 
mency, Gcnerofity, Affability, Politenefs ; his Be- 
haviour on every Occafion is charming ; and I can* 
not read the Account of him, given us by his Prime 
Miniver (SuJfy) without Emotion. Ido not wonder, 
if what is reported is true 5 that [h] at leaft fifty Per- 
ibns have written his Hiftory ; and that he has been 
celebrated in Poems, and Panegyricks, by above fiv^ 
hundred : there are few fuch Subjects to be met with | 
dnd few Princes, who have fo juftly deferved the 
Title of Great. His Grandfon had the fame Title 
beftowedoh him ; but how little did he deferve it ! 
fit has been celebrated by as many Hiftoriographert 
and Poets ; but they are moftly fuch as he hired for 
that Purpofe ; and none of thera, even Foltaire b&- 
lelf. Will be able to pafs him for a great Man on uA-* 
prejudiced Poiterity. Compare hkn with bis Grtnd^ 
father, you will find him the reverfe« Htmy vMt 
bred to Toil and Hardihips ^ Lewis in Luxury and 
Effeminacy, Hemy pleafant, eafy, and aiFable | 
Lemts format^ haughty ai^d referved. Hemy brave^ 
andeKpoUnghimfelf to all Dangers 9 XAMxcautiotfSf 
and always in a fecure Poft. The one gainifngf 
Vi^orles by Idmiblf^ and hii ownperfbnal Valour ; 
the o Aer by has Generab, and Superiority of Nam-* 

im Mom*t I%dti«aarj,i.-Tiiikidi Sp7, ¥•!. I. B. ii. Lee. ao. 
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bers. The one pleafed with performing great Ani- 
ons ; the'other with being flattered for thofe w^ch 
he never performed. The firft ambitious of true j 
and the laft of falfe Glory. Henry ftabbed by Je* 
fuits ; £rtt;/J governed by them. The one forgiving 
Rebels and AiTaiEns ; the other encouraging both • 
Henry perfecuted ; Lewis a Perfecutor. The firft 
granting Liberty of Confcience ; the laft taking it 
scway. Henry promoting the Silk Manufafture in 
France ; Lewis in England. One treating his Sub- 
jc6is as his Children y the other as his Slaves. Henry 
bravely aflcrting his own Rights j Lewis bafely en- 
croaching on thofe of his Neighbours. Henry ex- 
tricating his Country from Mifery, and laying the 
Foundation of her Grandeur ; Lewis fquandering 
her Blood and Treafure, and reducing her from 
Grandeur to the Brink of Deftru£lion. Henry form- 
ing Schemes for the perpetual Peace of Europe i 
Lewis perpetually to difturb it. How little is Lewisy 
compared to Henry the Great ! 

But to return to my Subjeft.— I am uneafy when 
I fee a Dog, a Horfe, or any other Animal ill treat- 
ed ; for I confider them as endued with quick Senfe, 
and no contemptible Share of Reafon; and that God 
gave Man Dominion over them, not to play the 
Tyrant, but to be a good Prince, and promote the 
Happinefs of his SubjeAs. But I am much more 
uneafy at any Cruelty to my own Species ; sind' 
heartily wifh Procrufles difciplined in his own Be^n 
. and Phalaris in his Bull. A Man bruifed all over in 
a B oxing Match or cut to Pieces in fighting a Prize, 

• is 
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is a {hocking Spectacle ; and I think I could, with 
lefs Horror, fee a thoufand fall in Battle, than Hu- 
man Nature thus depreciated and difgraced. Vio- 
lence, when exerted in Wantonnefs or PaiCon, is 
Brutality; and can be termed Bravery, only when it 
is fan<^iiied by Juftice and NeceiEty. A mangled 
Carcafe is not a pleaiing Sight. Why tlierefore do 
Men pay for it ? and the great Vulgar encourage 
thefe Diforders among the Small ? It is not Choice, 
but AfFeflation. As many, who neither love nor 
underftand Mufick, go to an Opera to gain the Re- 
putation of Conoifleurs ; many go to Broughton*s* 
Theatre, to avoid the Imputation of being Cowards; 
but when they are at fo miich Pains to avoid the Im- 
putation9 it xaifes a Sufpicion that they are fo« 

< 

I have been in a Situation to fee not a little of the. 
Pomp and Vanity, as well as of the Neceffity and 
Mifery, of Mankind ; but the laft only afFeS me ;. 
and if, as a Magiftrate, I am ever guilty of Partia-^ 
lity, it is in Favour of the Poor, When I am at 
Church among my poor, but honed. Neighbours in 
the Country ; and fee them ferious in performing 
the Ceremonies prefcribed ; Tears fometimes fteil 
down my Cheek, on refle£ting, that they are doing 
and hearing many Things they do not underftand i 
while thofe, who underftand them better, negleA. 
them : that they, who labour and live hard, are 
more thankful to Heaven, than thofe who fare lux- 
urioufly on the Fruits of their Labour ; and are 
keeping and repeating the fourth Commandment, 
at the very Inftant the others are breaking it. 

Thefe 
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Tbefe are fome pf the Senfations I fte! 5 which I 
have freely and fairly difclofed, that the Reader may 
jtfdge, how far I am an Inftance of a deformed Per- 
fxm wanting jiatural AfFe<5lrofi. And I am a good 
diA}e£) of Speculatfqn ; for all in me is Nature : for, 
to own the Truth, I have taken but little Pains 
(though much I ought to have taken) to corr^ft my 
jUfturai Defers. 

Lord Baem^s next Pofition is, ** That deformed' 
•• Perfons are extremely bold* Firft lA thttir own 
•* Defence, as being expofed to Scorn ; but in Fro- 
** cefc of Time by a general Habit/'— .This, pro* 
bably,. is fo among the inferior Sort, who are in the 
way of continual Infults ; for a Return of Abuie is 
H natural Weapon of Self-defence; and in fomeM^a* 
ibrejtiftified by the Law of Retaliation : ToHUpfbraid 
a Man with a perfonal Defed, vriiich be canndt 
Mp, is alfo an immoral A& ; and he who does it, 
hasreafots to expeftn6 better Quarter than tohesff 
ef Faults, which it was in his own Power ndt td 
commit* But I find this Obfenratton far frdtn befhg 
vtrifted in Qiyfelf: an unbecoming Baflifuhiefs has 
been the Confequence of my ti} Figure, and of tbtf 
worfe Management of me in my ChTMb6od. I aiM 
d^ways uneafy, when any one looks ftedfafHy ctt fo 
bad a Pid^ire 5 and cannot look with a pfopfer Ctm- 
fid^Bce in the Face of anotheri I have* ever re- 
frt^oached m^fdf wiifh this Weaknefs, but ai^ not aUe 
t^ corre^ it.' And it niay be a Ditadvanrt^e t6 a 
Man in tbe Opinion* of thofe he-converfes wfth ; f6r 

though 
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tiirough true Mpdefty is amiable, the falfe is liable tQ 
Mifcbnflru£tion : and when a Man is out of Counte- 
nance for no Reafpn, it may be imagined, that he 
has fome bad Reafon for being fo. In point of Aflli- 
rgnce, I am indeed a perfefl: Riddle to myfelf j for 
I, who feel a Relu3ance in crolfing a Drawing- ^ 
room, or in opening rny Mouth in private Company 
before Perfon^ with whom I am not well acquainted, 
find little in delivering my Sentiments in Publick, 
^nfi expofing my Difcourfe, often as trifling as mjr 
Perfon^ to the Ears of a Thoufand, From what 
Caufc this proceeds I know not : it may be, partly 
from Hppes of wiping off any ill Impreflions from 
ipy Perfon by my Difcourfe 5 partly from a Senfe 
of doing my Duty ; and partly from a Security in 
public AfTemblies from any grofsperfonal Reflexions. 

Lord Bacon coqnpares the Cafe of deformed Perfon^ 
to tb^t of Eupuchs ; " in whom Kings were wont 
<* tp p^t great Truft a$ good Spials and Whifpercrsj 
^^ for they that? are envious towards all, are moxe 
" obpQx^o^sand o^icious towards on?*" - But, with 
Submii]^Qnto fo good a Judge of Human Nature^ I 
own, I can difcover no uncbminon Qualification in 
thena for Spies j. and very few motives to Envy pecu- 
liar to themfelves. Spies fubmit to that bafe and un« 
g^xerous Office, either for the Sake of Intercft or Po w- 
cx : if for Intereft, it is to gratify their Covetoufnefs; 
i^for Power, their Ambitiojgi or Revenge : whicbPaf- 
{khi? ar? n.Qt coi>j^ned to the Eyn,^ch or Deformed ; 
but indifcriminately feize all Clafles of Men* Envy 
tOQ,p^ay prompt a Man to mean AdioAs, in order to 
5 bring 
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bring down the Perfon envied to his own Level ; but 
if it is on account of Superiority of Fortune, it will 
operate alike on Men of ail Shapes. Eunuchs have 
but one peculiar Motive to Envy j but that (as 
Lord Bacon expreiTes . it) makes them envious to- 
wards all : becaufe it is for a Pleafure, which all 
but themfelves may enjoy. Deformed Pcrfons arc 
deprived only of Beauty and Strength, and there- 
fore thofe alone are to be deemed the extra- 
ordinary Motives to their Envy ; for they can 
no more be beautiful or ftrong, than Eunuchs be 
fuccefsful Lovers. As to myfelf, whatever Sparks 
of Envy might be in my Conftitution, they are now 
entirely extinguilhed ; for, by frequent and ferioug 
Reflexion, I have long been convinced of the fmall 
Value of moft Things which Men value the moft. 

There is another Paflion to which deformed Per- 
fens feem to be more expofed, than to Envy i 
which is Jealoufy ; for, being confcious that they 
are lefs amiable than others, they may naturally fuf- 
ped, that they are lefs beloved. I have the Happi- 
nefs to fpeak this from Conje£ture, and not from 
Experience ; for it was my Lot, many Years ago, 
to marry a young Lady, very pioufly educated, and 
of a very difiinguiflied Family, and whofe Virtues 
are an Honour to her Family, and her Sex ; fo that 
I had never any Trjal of my Temper ; and can only 
guefs at it by Emotions I have felt in my younger 
Days ; when Ladies have been more liberal of their 
Smiles to thofe, whom I thought in every refpcd, 
but Perfon, my Inferiors. 

The 
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The moft ufefiil Inference from all this to a de- 
formed Pcrfon, is to be upon his Guard againft thofe 
Frailties to which he is more particularly expofed ; 
and to be careful, that the outward Frame do not 
diftort the Soul, [i] Ordndum ejly let us pray, fays 
Juvenal^ utfit numfana in corp9re fam^ for a found 
Mind in a healthy Body ; and every deformed Perfoa 
(hould add this Petition, utjit mens reSla in corpore 
OirvOy fcNT an upright Mind in a Crucked one. And 
let him frequently apply to himfelf this Artide of 
Self-examination, [^J Lenioriff meliorfis^ accedentg 
ftmSla ? as Age approaches, do your Temper and 
Morals improve ? It is a Duty peculiarly incumbent; 
for if Beauty adds Grace to Virtue itfelf. Vice muft 
be doubly hideous in Deformity. 

Ridicule and Contempt areacertain Confequence 
of Deformity ; and therefore what a Perfon cannot 
avoid, he (lK)uld learn not to regard. . He ihouid 
bear it like a Man \ forgive it as. a Chrillian ; and 
confider it as a Philofophen And his Triumph will 
be complete, if he can exceed others in Pleaiandy 
on himfelf. Wit will give over, when it fees itMf 
out-done \ and fo will Malice, ivhen it finds it has 
no EfFed); : And if a Man's Behaviour aiFord no 
Caufe of Contempt, it will fall upon thofe, who 
condemn him without Caufe. It fometimes hap* 
pens, that Perfons, with whom I have a flight Ac- 
quaintance, will take notice of me on fome Days^ 
and overlook me on others \ well knowing that the/ 

ought 
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ought to treat one of my Shape, with the precife 
Degree of Cerenwny, which fuits their prefent Hu- 
mour. I will not fay, this is a Pleafure ; but I can 
truly fay, it is no Mortification. It excites in me 
no Refentment, but only Speculation. And, not able_ 
to find out a very good Reafon for their Behaviour, 
I endeavour to find as good as one as I can. I confi- 
der with my felf, what it is which makes them at that 
Jun£lure of fuch particular Importance to them^ 
felves ; and a(k myfelf many Queftion&of this. Sort. 
Is his Father dead ? Has he written a Play ? Has 
he dined with my Lrord Mayor ? Has he made a 
Speech PHafi^hebeenprefented at CouFt? Hashebeen 
fpoke to at a Levee ? Has he a new Eqoipage, or 
Title ? Has be hadagoodRtm ? Has he gar a Place ? 
Is he going to marry a Foitune I Has he be^n<eoft*- 
gratulated on the Performance of his French Cook, 
or his Rrerub Ta^or ? I^ he reckoned' a M^n of 
Tafte ? Is- be admitted of Wbkis^ or of the Rjoytil 
Shdsty ?— *Siich are the Topfcks of nly Spccuhttl- 
ons. ;. and, though I atn a Perfon of no grt^arPene- 
triuion^ Kfometimes hit ort tite right Cauft. 

Fine Cloaths mxzSk the Eyies of the Vu%^r iztnA 
therefore^ djbfisHrmed Betfdti fiiouldhoc aiiiMe thofe 
borrowed Feathers, < viflokh will render him dou Wy^ 
ridiculous. He could fcarce expofe himfeif more by' 
danaingat Court, thanbys^pearing the fineft there 
on a Birth'day. Ever fitice I have* arrived* at Ybars 
of Difcretion, I h&ve worn a ^ain Drcfe ; i;rtHch^' 
for near thirty Years, has been of the fame grave 
Colour i and which I find not the^ leaft Inclination 

to 
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to alter. It would be monftrous in me to beftow 
any Ornament 9na PwrfoiH whkh UmcapaMeof it; 
and fliould I appear in Lace or Embroidery, my 
Friends might affign it as no unrea(bnab!e Pretence 
for a Commiffion of Lunacy againft me -^ I can 
ibtrce forbear digreffing on this &Mbj.e<a, when I re- 
fled, what Numbers, who fliould know better, fct 
a Value upon thefe Trifles, which are fit Amufe- 
ments only for Children. If they are pleafed widi 
the Finery only ; they are no better than Childueq* 
if it is to gain Refpe£b ; fucb Refp^d muft come firoqi 
the Vulgar, and not from. Men of Senfe. Is it to 
ihew their Quality ? it does not, for ev^n Apprentir 
ccs arefine. Is it to be an Evidence of thcirRiches,? 
k is not ; for the moft neceffitousare fipeft^ ^ T^^Jr 
lots know to their Coft. Do their. Figure or Raflwr 
tatton depend on their. Drefs? thejQ they ^re. ear 
tirely in the hand* of the Taylor. He. is. the Engi-* 
neer to guard and defend them ; the God to fave or 
deftroy. Do they drefe tp pieafe the Ladi«s ?' that 
is the moft reafonable End ^ yet very few of them 
but are wifer. than to, b« taken.wtth the Coat in* 
ftead of the Man ; a|id what can be taking in • 
Man^ v(ho invades their Province, and appears by^ 
his A^ona to be onieof tlu^m ? — «If itis-a Lady tkat 
is fond of Finery ; I afk her why ? If (he is a Bei^v- 
ty» flie wants no Ornament ; if plain^ fl;te o^fmot 
be transformed. Her Drefs indeed may enliven her 
Poet's. Fancys afid fave. him a Journey to the Sun 
and Stars for his Similies and AUufibns. If the 
Lady had not put on her Fineryt we might have 
loft this polite and ingenioua Stanza : 

The 
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^yadormtig thee witbfo much Art 

Is hut a barbarous ShiU: 
*Tgs like the poifsmng of a Darty 

Too apt before to kill. 

Every Mother (like her in [/] Jtwenal) hath prayed 
in the Temple of Venus for the moft exquifite Beauty 
in her Children. But fmce the Goddefs hath been 
thus deaf and unkind, I cannot advife any one of my 
Se6k to be her profefled Votary ; for flie will be as 
little propitious to his Wi(hes, as {he was to his 
Mother's Prayer. A Helen will run away with a 
Paris ; but where is the Nymph that will liftcn to 
fuch a Cory den ? In vain will he fummon the Mufes 
to his Aid, unaffilled as he is by the Graces. Efis 
[mj Sacharijfa^ Myra^ Cloe^ or Belinda^ i^^y^ per- 
haps, tickle her Ear, but will never touch her Heart : 

[«] Not Words alone pleafe her. 

Or if (as [o] Waller exprefles it) her high Pride 
fiiould defcend to mark his Follies, it is the greateft 
Honour he can expeft ; unlefs, in a merry Mood, 
m^^ (hould take it into her Head to treat him like [^] 
Faljlaff^ or Squire Slender. He will be the choiceft of 
Cupid's April Fools j and I will not fay an egregious 

r/l Formam optat modico pueris, majore puellis 

Marmure, cdm Veneris fanum videt anxia matcr^ 

Ufque ad delidas votorum. Sat. x. 

[m\ SacbariJ/a belongs to Waikr, Myra to Lanfdwin^ Che to Prior, 
and Belinda to Fope* 

[n] MiltorTs Paradife \q^. Book vlii. 
£•] la his Poem on Love. 
\p\ Merry Wives of Wiodfor. 

Afsi 
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Afs, but Camel, tb bear his Burthens. But let 
this be fome Confolation to him, that, while he is 
not fuffered to regale on the Sweets of the Hive, he 
is fecured from its Sting. 

But, not to make ugly Pcrfons out of Love with 
themfelves^ I will now exhibit fome Advantages 
arifing from Deformity. 

Inftead of repining, a deformed Perfon ought to 
be thankful to Providence for giving him fuch a 
Guard to his Virtue and Repofe. Thoufands are 
daily ruined by a handfome Perfon ; for Beauty is a 
Flower, that every one wants to gather in Its Bloom, 
and fpare no Pains or Stratagem to reach it. All 
the Poetical Stories concerning it have their Moral* 
A Helen occafions War and Confuiion : The Hya^ 
dnths and Ganymides are feized on for Catamites : The 
Endymions and Adonis for Gallants : NarciJJus can 
admire nobody but himfelf ; and grows old before he 
is cured of that Paffion. Who is a Stranger to the 
Story of Lucretia killing herfelf for her violated 
Chaftity ? or of Virginia killed by her Fathef to pre- 
ferveit ? In thofe Circumftances, fays f^] Juvenaly 
ihe might wilh to change Perfons with Rutila^ the 
only Lady I know, among the Ancients, celebrated 
for a Hump-back. The [r] handfomeft Men are 

[q\ Sed vetgt «ptari faciem Lucretia, qvalem 
Ipfa habuir. : Cup^ret RutUx Virgiflia gibbunr 
Acciperc, atque fuam Rudl» dare.— ——Sat. r« 

[r] ■' Nullua ephebum : ' 

Dcformem iaeya cailravit in arce tyrannus. 
Nee praetextatum rapuit Nero loripi<)ein, nee 
Strumofum^ ttqoe Htero pariter gilbocjue tumentem. ihidn 

Vol. I. K chofen 
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cboTen for Eunuchs and Gallants ; and ^htn they 
are catcbed in exercifing the laft Fua£lton» bo|h 
Is] Horace and Jteoend inform you of the Pettaltica 
and Indignities they undergo. Silim \t'\ was co|i«* 
verted, by the infatiable w^^/f»^, into a Huiband \ 
and Sp$rusy by the Monfter [»] Niroij into a Wife. 
The laft*inentioned Poet (hews, that praying for 
Beauty is praying for a Curfe i and [»] Pirfim re^ 
fufes to join in fuch a Prayer; and have not I reafon 
to thank my Start, that havt placed me more out of 
Danger, dian even Virtue could; for that could not 
guard a [y j J^fipby an [%] Htppolytusj a Bilkropbm^ 
and others, againft die Revenge of flighted Love« 

It] Hie (t fnedpitew tedtt dfdit a i]lefti«cUif . 
Ad mortem caeiiis : fugieas hie decidit acrem 
Prsdoaum fH turbam : dedit Kie pro corpore numisos '9 
Hoflc pemnnaKiraiit calones : ^iaetiam illad 
Accidity utcoidui t^ftei caudaaifvc &|M6a 
Demeteret ferrum^— — — Hor, Sat* ii* 1. j. 
"-mm Qoofdafii machos & mugills intrat. Jar. it* 

ft] mm^Optktiva hie 8e formofiffimus idem 

G«nttt Frtrkte itpltur miier extii^veatea 

Meflalime ocnlis. ■ ■ ■ ■ 1 1 Jbt* StUU z« 
[it] SuetooitiK 

[;r]HaDeoptentgenerumRexftRegifias putU* 3 

Hune rapiant i <}uieqttid calcayerit hic^ ro(a fiat 
Aft ego fMitriei aon mando vota j iiegsto 
Jopitwhiec iUi.— ^^peri*. Sat« it. 

ly] GeB« ch* xixix. 

[s] ■ . ' Quid profwie olim 

Hippolyto gra?« propofitom ? Qgid BdlttopkuKi f 

^ £rttb«it oempe hecy feu fiUtidita lepukl : 

Nee Stbeftoboa oiiaut ^paaai Creflk cttaadwki Jk if 
C6oeuflere amb»« •— » Jw, Sat* «• 

Another 



Atitf^t greM AArantage of Deformity i^f, that ti 
fends to the Itnpto^einent of the Mind. A Mzxii 
ttntt cannot fliine tn hfe Perfon, w81 have recourfe 
to his Underftanding ; and attempt to adorn that 
Fart of bini, which alone is capable of Orhannient j 
#faen his Ambition prompts htm to beg?n, witlit 
CmUlfjf^ to aik himfelf this Quezon, 

. JPUtJbdl Idfia be fir Svir imum^ 
Atdimih tbi Age is conumsfewu f 

on looking about turn, he will find many Avenuca 
to the Ti^mplf of F^me bafred againft him \ b^fi 
fame are ftill open tHtoughthatof VktMei and thiofirsi 
if be hag a right AAnbitMrn* he will moft probat>ly 
attempt to pa(s^ The more a Man ii una£tive inhW 
Perfon, the morehk Mbd^ill be a( work \ and f^ 
Time uriiich GO^t,n ^pend in A^liont he will paf^ iif 
Study and Contemplation : by thefe he i|iay acquired 
Wildom^and by Wifdpmj Fame. The Naine of 
Secrates is as much fovnded, as thofe of Alexander 
and C^f^ar \ and is recorded in much fairer Charac- 
ters, He gained Renowi^by Wifilomand Goodnefs i 
They by Tyranny and Oppre^on : He by inftriAft- 
ing s They by d^^royiog Maidund : and hsppy it is» 
thtt tiieir evil Deeds were confin^ to their Lives i 

Ut Pnetam mulkrperfida ciedolom 
f this impokrit criminibuty nimii 
Calb BBlkropfaoati 
Maturare neccm, rtliBrt* 
Narrat paiijl datsm Peiea Tartani^ 

Mas))ifl«ii& liippol/tea daip fugit abfUoeiii* 

Hor. Od« Tu, L %• 

K 2 while 
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while be continues to inftrud us to this Day. A 
deformed Perfon will naturally confider, where his 
Strength and his Foible lie j and as he is well ac- 
quainted with the laft, he will, ea/lly find put the 
firft i and muft know, that (if it is any where) it is 
not, like Sampfiiis^ in the Hair \ but muft:be in the 
Lining of the Head. He will fay to himfelf, I am 
weak in Perfon ; unable to ferve my Country in the 
Field ; I can acquire no military Glory.; but I may, 
like SocraUs^ acquire Reputation. by.Wifdom and 
Probity $ let me therefore be wife and honeft. My 
Figure is very bad ; and I fhould appear but ill as an 
Orator, either in the Pulpit or at the Bar; let me 
therefore pafs my Time in my Study, either in read- 
ing what may improve myfelf, or in writing what 
may entertain or infiruct others. I have not the 
Strength of Hercules ; nor can I rid the World of 
fo many Monftefs ; but perhaps I may get rid of 
forae myfelf. If- 1 cannot draw out Cacus from his 
Den,J may pluck the Villain from my own Breaft. 
I cannot cleanfe the Stables of Augeas ; • but I may 
cleanfe my own Heart from Filth and Impurity : I 
may demolifh the Hydra of Vices within me ; and 
fhould be careful too, that while I lop oiF one f^], 
Ldo not fuffer more to grow up in its ftead. Let me 
be ferviceable in any way that I can ; and if I am fo, 
it may, in fome meafure, be owing to my Deformi- 
ty. Which atleaftfhouldbeaReftraintonmy Con- 
du£t, left my Condudl make me more deformed. 



[a] Qaid te exeaipta jant fpijui de pluribiit una ? 

. . . Hor. Ep» ii. 1* 2» 
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Few Perfons have a Houfe entirely to their 
Mind ; or the Apartments in it difpofed as they 
could wiHi.; And there is no deformed Perfon, who 
does not wifli that his .Soul had a better Habitation ; 
which is fometimes not lodged according to. its 
Quality. Lord Clarendon fays of Sir Charles Cavendijh 
(Brother to the Marquis of Newcaftle) that he was 
a Man of die nobleft and largeft Mind, though of 
the leafl and moft inconvenient Body, that lived. 
And every body knows, that the late Prince of 
Orange had many amiable Qualities. Therefore, in 
Juftice to fuch Peribns, I muft fuppofe that they did 
not repine, that their Tenements were not in aihore 
regular Style of Archite£hirc. And let every deform- 
ed Perfon comfort himfelf with refle£lihg, that 
though his Soul hath iK>t the moft convenient and 
beautiful Apartment, yet that it is habitable ; that 
the Accommodation will ferve in an Inn upon the 
*Koad ; that he is but Tenant for Life, or (more 
properly) at Will 5 . and that, while he remains in 
it, he is in a State to be envied by the Deaf, the 
Dumb) the Lame, a^nd the Blind, 

When I die, I care not what becomes of the con- 
temptible Carcafe, which is the SubjeA of this Eflay« 
I wonder at the Weaknefsof fome of the old Patri- 
archs, .that provided buryingPlaces, that their Bones 
might be gatberctd to their Fathers. Doth one Clod 
of Earth delight in the Neighbourhood of another i 
or is there any Converfation in the Grave ? It muft 
have been a Joke in Sir Samud Gartby when he or- 

K 3 dered 
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dered himfelf and Lady to be buried at Harrm on 
the H!li : One of his Strength of Mind could have 
no Superftitioii of th^t Sort. It is of no Confequence 
vhere the Body rots 5 whether it rots immediately^ 
W be prcferved a few Years ; or w hether it be de- 
voured by Birds or Beafts^ or placed in a fumptuo^s 
Tomb. If a Man doth not provide himfeM' a Moai|- 
xnent by his Adions, and embalm his Memory in 
Virtue } the lying Marble will decay ^ and then hfs 
Memorial (even in that lisdc Corner) will perUh j 

The Pharmbs are ftoleo from tMr Pyr^mjdfi | fud 
their Mummies di(perfed through ithe l^orM^ ool^ 
«s idle Curiofiijes. Amd dboug^ ftbe Pyftatls aie 
more 4«rable than coamioal^epuklires % yetth^k* 
^iftory is already unkaowii; aad th^ naii:, iadW 
End, ttwievgodic iTame Faee. &|r. ddtSfm {<r j wfaoitts 
tbeflumamty of '(^rus (or rariMerof Xmopimi) itt 
'Ordering his Body to be Uirisd in (the Eaitfa,- ^Biat It 
m^ght lie ufefol in manuring it. My FJefli will af^ 
ferd but litde Manure $ but, in anodicr Re^eft, onr 
Carcafe maybe <rf'eiaiiaentScirv]<3eCoMwm^l aod 
therefore, if I fhould die inteftate, or not mention it 
in ipy Will, let the Worid t*e this as my dying 
llequeft. As I have, for feme Years, been afiiAed 
With the [iQ Stone, and owe the Prefervatimi fiAd 
Bafe of Life ilnce tothe continued tsdcing o^ great 
QuantMesof^oap, { deike my* Body te iM^opMriEtf 

I 

i¥\ fntr.. Sp». «(. H Sff^imh W>. *%* 

[4] I will h,qK gpT9 ]» 4Borepatr^ailar^coo<M^t-^ita^feIf wkli Ifdi^ 
jtb th»t DiRpmperi vrUch^ 1 liope» will 1^ of moic kameSaCe ISenrtce. 

and 
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wend examindl by eminent Surgeons ; that Mankind 
may be informed of its EffeA* And if a Stone 
fliould be found in my Bladder (as I imagine there 
will) I deiire it may be preferved among Sir Hans 
Sloane*s Collodion.-*— —Until that Time comes, I 
hope to employ the little Remainder of Lifi; in Pur- 
fiiits not unbecoming a rational Creature, 

J ! . > ■ ■ I J I ' < I I 

M7 CASE. 

FOR many Years red Sand conftantly came 
from me, without Pain or Inconvenience* A- 
bout nine Years ago I began to be uneafy ; and before 
twelve Months had pafled, was fo much out of or- 
der, that I could no longer ride ; the Motion of a 
Coach grew infupportable ; and that of a Chair or 
Walking, was gencorally attended wilb bloody Water* 

Tbi Rigimsn* 

* 

I took Mrs.Stepbin/sVlcdicine In the folid Form, 
tfrree Ouoces a P^gr for s^boul five Ye^s i when I 
^hunged it for the ^me Q]^wlity of Cq^il^ Spap } 
vbicb,aboutaYiKju: fmc^, I reduced to two Ounces 1 
and lately to one Ouoee, with ghoiit a Pint ofLim^ 
ivater mixt with Milk ; being willing to regain my 
Liberty as far as is confiftent with £are apd Safety* 
This Regimen I have incefiandy purfued ^ exc^^t 
lome few Days that I have purpo&ly omitted it, to 
ol&rvc tbeConfequences of fuch Omiflion. 

K4 The 
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, The Effedls. 

Whilft I purfue this Regimen, I never difcharge 
red Sand j wneneverl omit it for a few Days, I con- 
ftantly do. By a fteddy Pcrfeverance in it, n^y par- 
ticular Complaint has been gradually diminifiied i 
and my Health, in general, improved. I believe I 
could now ride, though I have not tried. I feldotn 
feel any Uneafmefs in a Coach ; a:nd'^en I do, it 
is inconfiderable ; though fometimes (but very rare- 
ly) it is attended with liloody "^ater. And the Mo-r 
tion of a Chair or Walking do not afFe6f me. In 
ihort, I have exchanged Pain for Eafe, and Mifery 
for Comfort j and had it not been for this Medicine, 
j fhould not have been now alive to have told my 
Story, 

My Conclufions are thefe : > 

. I. Mrs. Stephens* 5 yit&^ine^ or Caftile Soap, arc 
fafe Remedies ; and three Ounces may be taken 
every Day for Years together (and, probably, duripg 
Life) v^ithout any ill Confequeoce, 

1. That Health in general will improve by their 
Ufc ; for by their cleanfing Quality, I imagine,* 
they better prepare the Stomach for Digeftion, and 
the Inteftines for Chylidcation. 

3. They are Preventives of the Stone ; either by 
hindering the Generation or Formation of thofe Parr 
ticks of which it is compofed, or by facilitating the 

jpifchargQ 
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Discharge of them before Concretion. And I am 
perfuaded, that, by taking them, Perfons who have 
not that Diftemper, will be fecured from it ; and 
thofe who have it, from growing worfe. And if, on 
leflening my Quantity, I again find the Appearance 
of red Sand, 1 will increafe it agaii> to a Quantitjr 
fufficieht to prevent it. 

4. Tbcy arc Lithbntriptics. Of this I have often 
had ocular Proof ; and the difchairged Fragments are 
Ibftened^ ^d their Parts moreeafily feparated. 

5. They are Lenitives, where the Stone is not €n<p 
tirely difcharged ; fo that when a complete Cure i^ 
not obtained. Safe may, as I have happily experi- 
enced^ But from what Caufe this proceeds, }et 
Phyficians enquire and determine. 

I believe Men fcafce differ fcj much in the Tem- 
per of their Bodies, as of their Minds ; and though 
many Cafes nwiy be very unjike my own, I am per- 
fuaded, that a regular Ufe of this Medicine would, 
fpr the moft Part^ be as beneficial to others as to 
myfelf. Perfons, with whom it difagrees, in other 
Refpe£ls, are excluded from this Benefit ; as th^ 
Intemperate are from the Benefit of this or any o«r 
ther Medicine, 

I have, for a long Courfe of Years, abftaincd 
from all ftrong Liquors ; but drink every thing that 
is fmall. I can eat any thing, but not much ; and 
like the moft common Diet heft. I prefer moft 
things to Flefh 3 and of Fleih the whiteft. I never 

altered 
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altered my cpmtnoA Diet oa Account of this MoiK* 
doe ^ or the Tiin.e» of mj Meals, which have evcpr 
been vfry irregular. I have always taken an Ounce 
at a time ; fometimes before, fometimes at» and 
lometimes after. Meals ; and I have often made a 
Mc9l of th^ Medicine itfelf, only with a Glafs of 
fmall Liquor (of any Sort) and a little Bread,, which 
I have always taken with it. I generally took the 
three Ounces at proper Intervals $ and fometimes at 
very fliort ones. This Medicine has always agreed 
with me $ and I never once felt it on my Stomachy 
•r any other Inconvenience from it. And I think 
It my Duty to omit no Opportunity of publifhing 
its Virtues to the World. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

SINCE I finiflied this Effay, I am In doub{ 
whether I ought not to change the Title. For 
I have heard of a very ingenious Performance, called 
Tie Jnalyfis ofBiautyy which proves inconteftably, 
that it confifts in Curve Lines : I congratulate my 
Fraternity ; and hope, for the future, the {ladies 
will efteem them Des Bemtx Garfpns* 



POST- 
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POST-POSTSCRIPT. 

T Wonder, that in the firft Edition of this Eflay, 
I forgot to mention fome Inconveniences I fuiFer 
of a very grievous Nature i and which have a Right 
to a Place in Pages 102 and 1 03 of this Edition. 

When I am in a Coach with a Fair Lady, I am 
hid by Silk and Whale-^bone, When I fit next her 
at Table, my Arm is fo pinioned, I can neither help 
her nor myfelf. We are deprived of the Pleafure of 
ieeing each other ; and (he would fcarce know I was 
there, if {he did not fometimes hear me under her 
Wing. I am in Purgatory on the Confines of Pa- 
radife. I therefore beg one Favour, and which fiie 
may grant with Honour ; that (fince I defpair of 
fupplanting her [/j Lap-dog) (he will allow me a 
Cufliion to raife me above fuch Misfortunes. 

[«] N. B. Many Ladies fay, that Shock is as ugly a Cor as fflyfelf, 
•nd unworthy of his Poft, Bot nothing fo difrefpedful ihall ever 6- 
Cape me I left it would o&od, or be thought the Envy of a Rival* 
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LETTER 

Humbly addrelTed to the 

ROTAL SOCIETY', 

IN WHICH 

Is proved, by moft Inconteftable Evidence, 
drawn from Reafon and Pradice, that a 
Woman may conceive, and be brought to 
Bed, without any Commerce with Man. 

On mnis njirfa in Zepfyrosftant rupibus aitis, 
Exceptanique leves our as ^ etfiepe fine ulUs 
Conjugiis *vento gra'uida (mirabiU di£iu) 
Saxapery etfcopulos et deprejjas cmvaUes 
hiffugimty &c. ViRG. Georgic. iii, 

Qwr ego de/peremfiiri fine conjugi matir^ 
Et parere intaS^y dummodo cafta, *viro f 

Ovid, Fail. v. 
Off as other Authors fing^ 
^he frolic Wind that breathes the Spring, 
Zephyr with Autora playing, 
jis he met her once a Maying, 
FtWd her ,with thee U Daughter fair. 
So buxom, blithe, and debonnair. 

Milton's L'AUegro. 

Firft Printed in 1750. 
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might, probably, efteem yourfelves affronted, if yoii 
h^ not the Maidenhead of my Secret, and at thd_ 
fame time difdaining to come in Competition with 
the lower Race of Philofophers, who write about 
Tides and Eclipfes, and Laws of Gravitation, the 
trivial Amufements of idle Specidatifts, and Alma- 
nack-makers ! I fay, out of Reverence for your 
Eminent Body, and fome Degree of Pride in Con- 
junftion, I refolved to appeal at once to the Public^ 
and more particularly to addrefs myfelf to your Wor- 
ihips. Not to keepyouany longer in Sufpenfe, I have 
found out, and am going to prove, by moft incon*. 
teftable Evidence, that a Woman may conceivej and 
be brought to B!ed, without any Commerce with 
Man. This, Gentlemen, I dare fay, you will al- 
low to be a very wonderful Difcovery ; and though • 
I might cafily fatisfy People of your penetrating In- 
iight into the Works of Nature, with a mere phy- 
fical Account of human Seed, and the Anatomy of 
a Female Womb : yet, as I am to combat the Sim- 
plicity of the Ignorant, and the Prejudices of the 
Pervf rfe, I will defcribe at large what firft fuggefted 
this Thought to me, and how I proceeded after- 
wards from Conje£ture to Demonftration. 

The Lot which Providence afligned me in Life, 
was to pradlife Phyfick in a Country Town ; to 
which I united the fifterly Science of Man-Mid wlfry* 
And though it ill becomes any one toboaft of hi&own 
Merit, yet I will venture to afiert, that, in the 
Courfe of my Pra&ife, I have helped near as many 
Peo|de into the World as ever I helped out of it 5 

4 which 
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w&ich rendered my Fame fo great forcihite^m Ope- 
ratioBs, tl^at I engroi&d the Cuftom of all tlie Arced- 
iRg Wemen in the ftuitfiil County of . But 

nofitQ trouMs you wkh ittoce of my private Hiflpiy 
tl|aA is neceiBuy, as I was- fitting alone one After- 
noon^ imoking my Poftmmdian Pipe, I recetved^ 9 
MeAgefiom a neighboufing Gentleman, informing 
methfi^ his Daughter was dangeroufiy ill, and defir- 
lAg my immediate Attendance. When I wa»> ar- 
rived^ and had examined the young Lady conceming^ 
he£ Complaiivts,. I was furprifed to find in her all die 
S)^peQms of FregoaaGy ; but a3 I know very wdi% 
hoHT. teodvLy Ladies value their Reputatipn^ eveiL 
s^ef thijr hdVC loft them, I withdrew the Father afido. 
ittte a fepaiaAe Room, for the S^ke of Privacy^ an4 
tl»(ie^ myth great Cpncern» told him wha(: my Office 
oUigedme to declare;, that his Daughter was appa<- 
ttndy. with. Child, and very near the Time of her 
Lakiur. The old Gentleman w^s ftruck with Hor- 
ror at tbelftews; and immediately ruihing into thei 
Chamber^ upbraided both his Wifie and Daughter m^ 
l^e bi^tereft Terms, for concealing ib important a 
Secret from him, and brining fuch a Difgrace oa< 
the Family* I'he young Lady turned up a Face of 
ifiexprefflble Innocence and Amazement, andioune-* 
diatdy fiiinted away into her Mother's Arms^ 'Tis. 
i^fiially <>bftrved, I know, that all Profeffions,. wJiich 
delight in Blood, from the Phyfician down to the 
Butcher (who are employed to difburthen Nature of: 
herNiioftbers, left the World (hould gKow too po^ 
pilous) outlive theSeafetions of Humanity, and ne* 
ver fuflfer their Mind« to be interrupted^ with Pity- \ 
Vol. L L but 
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but though I had been long ufed to the Sight of Mi» 
feryi and had acquired a fufEcient Conftancy of Fea- 
tures, there was fomething in the Scene before xne 
too powerful for Cuftomj and I really found cnyfelf 
inclining to Compaffion. But the good old Lady 
foon put a Stop to thefe Wonianifh Emotions of my 
Spirit, falling upon meVith the moft outrageous 
Abufe, for daring to afperfe her Daughter*s Reputa- 
turn in thai wicked ruffianly Manner ^ vowing it vims et 
Isie^ a damned Lie \ and jhe wondered her Hujband 
could hear it without Refentment, To all which I 
replied, with fome Acrimony, that I was not ufed 
to be treated with fuch Language, that I knew very 
well how difagreeable a Truth it muft be to a Pa* 
rent's Ear, but iince my Office could not protect me 
from Abufe, my Honour obliged me to take my 
Leave;' and fo making a Bow, I left the Family to 
grow calm at leifure ; not doubting but I ihould have 
a fecond Summons, when they had reafoned them- 
felves into Temper. Accordingly a Chariot came to 
fetch me the next Morning % and though the Mother 
CQuld hardly bridle in her Paffion, and the young 
Lady protefted every Moment ihe was innocent^ 
AiFairs were now too far advanced to be concealed ; 
^md about Five in the Afternoon, I conduced into 
the World the little malicious Witnefs, whofe Evi- 
dence was fo fatal to the young Lady's Chara£ler» 
and fo neceflary to the Vindication of mine. Yet 
ftill, after this'feemingly conclufive Convidion, fhe 
continued to make the fame earneft Declarations to 
all who viiited her ; and one Day, as I was fitting 
alone vvith her, after (he was pret^ well recovered 

from 
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from the Shock of her Delivery, Ihe caught me haftily 
by the Hand, and with many Te^rs, and many Af- 
ieverations of Innocence, begged of Heaven to blaft 
her immediately with Lightning, if ever fhe had 
known a Man. Such earned Proteftations, delivered 
withfuch an Air of Truth, and accompanied with 
£> many moving Tears, wrought upon me foftrongly, 
that, I knew not how, I found myfelf ftrangely in- 
clined to believe her, even againft theRemonftrances' 
of Reafon and Experience. Full of what fhe had 
£ud, I returned Home in a very thoughtful Mood^ 
and continued uneafy and perplexed for a great 
while; till one Day happening to take up Mr. 
WosUa/Ms Religion of Nature delineated, I fell ac- 
cidentally upon a Paf&ge, which ftruck fuch a fud** 
den Light on my Imagination, that I fhall beg Leave 
to quote it at large, as the Ground- work and 
Fpundation of my whole Syfiem. 

That great Philofoper difputing whether human 
Souls are traduced from Parents to their Children^ 
or fupernaturally conveyed into the Foetus at the 
Time of its Birth (which is a very worthy Subjed 
of philofopic Enquiry, becaufe impoffible to be de- 
termined, and much a-kin to that learned Difquifi- 
tion of old, [a] whether Eggs or the Chicken in them 

{a] Cenforinus fkyt, many of the old Philofophen aiferted the Eter* 
■ity of the World upon ^s escelleAt inyiocibte Argument^ ** quod 
'* aegent omnino pofle reperiri^ aveiiie ante an ova generata fint | 
^ dun et ovum fine ave^ et avis fine ovo gigni non poffit." This 
mterefting Qneftion was once much agitated, as may be feen by iHt- 
€nhkts and Pktanb^ who calls it ii ivo^ ^ «r«X7^ w^iyfJuRa ro^g 
(qWwflTc mafyim wj^&knfAo* 

L 2 are 
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a^e firft created) in the fifth SetSlioii of his indotnpsc-* 
wbleWork, h^s tbfe fo)lowing reniark^ble Pai&gQ : 
•* If then the Stmina, out of which Anhnals are pro- 
*< duced, ai^e (^s I dpubt not) Animakula already 
•^ formed J which being djftributed about, cfyeazlly 
^* in feme opportune Blaces, are taken in with Ali^ 
V ment, or pijrhaRs the very ^ir ; being feparated in 
'-* the Bodies of Males, by Str^siners proper to every 
** Kind, and then lodgied in their feminal Veflels,da 
** there receive fome kind* of Addition i^rid Influence | 
*J and then being transferred into the Wombs of^the 
<f Fernales, ar/e there npuri{be4 more plentifuH;y,'alKd> 
'i grow too big to Ije longer icopiuiedr: I fey, if tihfe 
*i be the Cafe^ ^cJ' And again. '^ I cannot but 
'« conclude that there areAnJinalcuia of ^very Tribe? 
*i originally fothidl by the Aloiightj" Parent, to he 
'$ the Seed of alt future Generations; and it f s cer- 
*' tain the Analogy of Nature in ot^ierlnftances, and 
" mkrofcopical Obfervations,dp ftrongly abet\y,h?t 
*« I have faid.''*^Thefe are the Wotds" of the fiireat 
and- learned Mr; Woijlhjlon^ Which I had no fo6ner 
rdad, than I wasnntt^ntly thrown^Ato ^ReyerU^ Vit\i. 
began to refledl with myfeif, that^ if fuch little Eiii.- 
bryos or Animalcula are fo difperfed about, and 
taken in at theM^uth with Air 6r AKmeAt; and if 
n6thihg more is required than a certain* hot Bed for 
thenxto dilate and ^p^^p.dth^ipfejyej, tjjl. th^. gr^xsy 
too big to be l^Qgje^ ppn6fted,j afer ^ Manner qf 
Seeds in a Cuoimber^Fcame : 'I fay, if this be the 
whole Myftery of feneration (and^ExJ)erfnient Bag 
fince fully convinced me tb^f it,\? fo) I h^ww ta 
queftion, why might not the Fcetu^be^as completely 

hatched 
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hatched in the feminal Veflels of the Woman, as 

when it pafles through the Organs of both Sexes ? 

Why fliould thfe Ariimalculum, or little Animal, go 

fuch a tfedious Progrefs, make fuch a round-about 

Tour,\^hen there is fo itiuch nearer a Road, fo much 

ihorter a Cut into Day-light ? As to what the great 

Philpfopher mentions of Strainers in the Bodies of 

Males, that was plainly owing to his Want of Skill in 

Anatomy; and the only Doubt n6w remaining with 

me waSf whether Animalcule did really float about 

in the Air, arid Aide dovvn th6 Throat as he defcribcd ; 

for I had been ufed to think they were originally 

lodged in the Loins of the Males : But if Mr. fP'ool^ 

W^ff'jHypothefis could be proved, the Con fequence, 

1 thought, would then be eafy and undeniable. Here 

again I Was at a Stand ; all before me wad Darknefs 

and Doubt ; I knew ^ not if there were any fuch 

Animalcula, or^ if there were, I Aippoted them too 

fmall to be difcovered by the naked Eye; and though 

perhaps they might be difcernible with the Help of a 

Microfcope^ yet I knew not where to feek for thofe 

ipportune Places J hinted atby thegreatMetaphyfician. 

In'this fecond Perplexity, Fortune again ftept in 
16 tfiy Affiftance, and my Doubts were unriddled 
ky the fbliowing Pafikge in VirgiPs Georgicks : 

Or^ omHes verfik in Zeffyrot ft ant rupibus ahis, 
Sxceftantfni /svis auras ; it fape fim ullk 
Gmjtigiis 'vMo gravida (nrirabile diSiu) 
SaxU per it /c$pules et depreffas convalles 
Diffuginnt ; non^ Eure, tws» nefue Solis ad ortus 
In Bottom CaurUmque^ out unde nigtrrimus Aufttr 
liafcitur^ et plwvio contriftai /rigote ctglum. 

L 3 th>« 
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Thus tranflated by Mr. Drydeni 

The Mares to Cliffs of rugged Rocks repair^ 

Andy 'With tvide Nofi' ils, fnuff the Weftem Air: 

When ('uiontlrous to relate) the Parent IVind, 

Without the Stallion, ff of c gates tht Kind, 

Then, fii^d w^jtth amorous Rage, thy take their Flight 

Thro^ Plains t and mount the Hill's unequal Height. * 

Nor to the North, nor to the rijing Sun, 

Nor Southward to the rainy Regions rum ; 

But boring to the Weft, and ho«t/ring there^ 

With gafirtg Mouths they draw prolific Air* 

Now it is well known, that this fame Virgil was 
a great Natural Philofopher, as well as a Poet ana 
ii Farrier J and here we fee he confidently alTerts, that 
it was very common for Mares to become pregnant, 
without any Coition, only by turning their Faces to 
the Weft, and fnuiEng up the Wind in that Quar- 
ter : But all Naturalifts being agreed that there is a 
great Analogy and Similitude in the Generation of 
all Animals, whether Bipeds or Quadrupeds, it occur- 
red to me, that what had happened to a Mare, 
might, for this very Reafon, happen to a Woman/ 

Thus was I got fuccefsfuUy througfi two Steps of 
my Difcovery : The great Woollafton has told me, 
that Animalcula were difperfed about in opfortmu 
Places^ to be the Seed of all Generations ; and the 
greater Virgil hzA told me, that certain Mares of his 
Acquaintance were impregnated by a Weft Wind, 
which, therefore I concluded to be one of thofe 
opportune Places^ and confidered it as the proper 
Vehicle of thefe floating Embryos. 

But 
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But not willing to rely on Hypothefis only, or pre* 
fume on the Authority of great Names, efpecially 
in this enlightened Age, where experimental Philo- 
fophy is fo triumphant, and nothing goes down that 
is not made obvious to our Senfes, I refolved to 
have Demonftration before I ventured to publifli my 
Thoughts to the World. There are, I know, a 
droll Sett of Gentlemen, who think themfelves av- 
thorifed to teU any Lies in Print, and afterwards to 
quarrel with the World for not believing them : Bujt 
for my Part, I write purely and fimply for the Love 
of Truth, for the Ufe and Emolument of my Coun* 
trylnen $ and I fhould efteem myfelf the moft un- 
worthy of all Beings, if I prefumed to amufe them 
with Fables^ or abufe them with Forgeries. 

Accordingly, after much Exercife of my Invention, 
I contrived a wonderful cylindrical, catoptrical, 
rotundo-concavo-convex Machine (whereof a very 
exa& Print will fpeedily be publilhed for the Satis- 
h&ion of the Curious, defigned by Mr. H'^y — rt, 
and engraved by Mr. V-^rtu) which being hermeti- 
cally fealed at one End, and eledlrified according to 
the niceftLawsof Eledricity, lereAed it in a con- 
venient Attitude to the Weft, as a kind of Trap to 
intercept the floating Animalcula in that prolific 
Quarter of the Heavens. The Event anfwered my 
Expectation ; and when I had caught a fufficient 
Number of thefe fmall, original, unexpanded Minims 
i4 £xiftence, I fpread them out carefully like Silk- 
WorvisEggs, upon white Paper i and then applying 

L 4 my 
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my beft Microfcope, plainly difcerned them to be 
little Mea* and Women, exaftin all their Limbs ahd 
LineameBtSj and rcBttiy to offer thetnftHves Uttte 
Candidates for Life, vrbtneyer they fliduld ka|f)en 
to ibe imbibed with Air or Ntrtrimeot^ ani c6tt^ 
veyed dowia into the Veffeb of Geji»raiiion» 

After this firfl: Succcfs in my Undertaking, I con* 
tlnUed to make Experiments of various Kinds, too 
tedious to be related, for a ^yhoie Year, till I had at 
length fully cftabliflied the DoQrine of Winds and 
Embryos ; and I find that as athei Infers a«J ufually 
brought by an Eafterly Wind, fowr HumaH l^lfi^s, 
are always wafted from the (>ppofite Quarter % the 
Swarms of both appear lifcb Biighti to the naked 
Eye ; and bothfeem deftined to much tbefaiiie EimI 
of Exiftence, fruges confumere natty born to con- 
fuoie the Fruits of th-^ Ground. 

Oftentimes, while t viraa viewing them through 
my Glafs, my Imagination would turn romantic upon 
the Subje6);, and reprefeitt to me the great Variety of 
Fortune thefe Infects might go through, whenever 
they &ould happen t6 be. called out into I>ay--light4 
I faid in itiy Mind, this littie Reptile mkj be an 
Jlexanifer^ that a Faujftina^ another a TvUy^ aiM| 
another a Moufitebatdc; and I was ftruck with Ad- 
miration to confider how many Heroes, and Pa-* 
triots, and Legiflatdrs; and Monarcbs, were now 
contained on a Sheet of Paper, whofe great Souls, in 
Time to come, may make them eftcem the whole 
World too cprifincd a §ccne for their Ambition. I 

remembered 
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reoKinbered the Sarcafin of Jinrnial^ as tnre before 
Life as after Death, Expends Annibalemy &c. and I 
Kpeated, with a kind of Enthufiafin, thofe excel- 
lent Lines in Dr. Garth's Difpenfary ; 

Notv Jhe unfolds the faint and darwhing Strifi 

Of infant 'Atoms kiiidling into Life ; 

tiow the dim Speck of Entity began 

IT* ixlpid its recent forift, and Jb^etch tb MaH ; 

7t7 hottv HHmHt an Origin ive otuv 

Taxng A]|imon> Csfar^ and the great NaUku. 

But now the great Trial of all was come, which, 
I believe^ would have puzzled a whole College of 
Phyficians, and fet at nought all the confulting Powers 
of fV^^rw — k Lane. The preparatory Points were 
eftabliihed to my entire Satisfaction, but whether 
Afiitttiilcula could be ripened into Exiftence, by 
pdfling ^through the feminal VefTels of a Woman 
Dftly^ was ftill a Queftion ; and how to make the 
Es^perimeitt, hie labor ^ illudopus. Very hard it was 
to khovr wbtn a Woman had imbibed the necefTary 
Seed ( and harder ftill to reftrain her from all Com* 
iiierce with Man, till the Experiment had Time to 
(ake £ffe£):. If I made Chbice of a married Woman, 
di^e the Difficulties were innumerable ; or if I made 
Choice of a Maiden, Virginity has, in all Ages, beeit 
efteetned a very brittle Ware ; and, Iprefume, had 
Dot greatly mended its Nature of later Days. Some* 
ivttiti I thought of taking a Wife, over whom I 
could ufurp an abfoluoe Authority, and lock her up 
till the Day of her Labour ; but fearing (he might 
grow defperate^ wh^n &e ihould find I had only 

married 
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married her to try an Experiment upon her ; and at 
the fame Time grievoufly miftrufting the Continu* 
ance of my own AfFe£fcion, after I had accomplifiied 
my Ends, I difmifled that Projei^, and refolved, 
after much Perplexity, to hazard all upon a Cham- 
bermaid. According, having firft perfuaded the 
Girl flie was iU, I read ^acoh Behmen five Times 
over ; and then mixing up fome Animalcula in a 
Chymical Preparation, I adminiftered them to her as 
a Dofe of Pbyfick. After which I difcarded my 
Footman, and fuiFered no Male Creature, in hu« 
man Shape, to approach my Doors ; nay, fo great 
was my Caution to have my Stratagem fucceed, 
diat I hardly permitted a Dog of the mafculine 
Gender to enter my Houfe. 

In about fix Months it was very vifible the Medi« 
cine had taken Effecl ; and let the Reader imagine^ 
if he can, the Joy I felt, when firft I perceiyec) her 
begin to bourgeon : At the fame Time too a little 
Circumftance happened, which heightened my Joy» 
and put the Manner of her Conception beyoi^d all 
Poffibility of Doubt. As I was fitting alone onq 
Morning in my Study, ruminating on this great 
Event, the Girl came in to me with Tears in her 
Eyes, and having obtained my Leave to aflc a Que* 
ftion, entreated me earneftly to tell her, if it wai 
pojfible to breed after three Tears? Though I guefled 
the Drift of her Queftion, yet, afFeding ai) Air of 
Ignorance, and putting on a grave Phyfician's Af- 
peS, I ordered her to be more explicit i whereupon 
ihc proceeded, with ficquent Breaks of Crymgt tp 

tell 



ROYAL SOCIETY/ 155 

fcJI me how much (he was aftoniflied at fome Symp* 
toms ; thftt Heaven akove knew what was the Matter 
with hery hut foe verily believed herfelf a breedings and 
jret Jhe could take her Bible Oath^ Jhe had not been — 
been — been touched by a Man for thefe three Years \^b']^ 
So then, faid I, with a fterner Countenance, and a 
Tone of Severity, You confefs then that about three 

[If] When I wrote this, I had not feeo a remarkable Cafe puUiihed 
in the Pbilofophkal Trarfaffiams of September, of a Woman, from 
whom a Foetos was extraded, that had been lodged thirteen Years in 
the Fallopian Tabes, fent from Riga by Dr. Jamex Mounfey, Phyfician 
to ^Caxarina't A' my, together with the Bones of the faid F«tu% u 
a Prefent to the R^yal Society of Loneton, The Woman, as we are tol4 
in that ingenious Treatife, was a Soldier's Wife of jibo in Finland, of 
a middle Stature, who, being pregnant for the third Time in the Year 
1730, was afflided with violent Pains and Twiftings of the Bowels, &c* 
and continued fickly for ten Years afterwards. In the Month ofSep* 
tember 1741, flic pierced her Navel vrith an Awl, out of which ran « 
yellow- coloured Water, ^r. In the Month of yune twoYmall Bones 
came out, &/• and in OSiober Z742, (ha^was taken in Hand by Dr« 
Mtunfyf and Mr* Geitle, Surgeon, who thruft a grooved Probe into the 
Fiftula, and made an Iccifion with a Biftory, upwards and obliquely, 
from the Linea alba, into the Cavity of the jibdomen\ but the Wo- 
man being unruly (as well fte might) and the Operation not going on 
according to the Do£h>r*s liking, he proceeded no further till the ^ext 
Dav, &€• At the next Operation the Incifion was carried downwards | 
but Care' taken not to make the external Wound larger than needful, 
left the Qmenttm tod Guts fhould fall out, &c.*-*-Xn ihort, the Fcetot 
was at lengtJi eztraded Piece-meal at iieveral difficult Operationi. 
Now comparing all thefe Clrcumftances together, it feems reasonable 
to believe that this Fruit never was in the Cavity of the Womb, but 
that the impregnated Ovum was ftopt in its Paflage through one of 
the Fallopian Tubes, where it grew and was detained fo many Years« 
Nothing therefore can be concluded from hence againft the Caufe j 
have afllgned of my Maid*s Pregnancy (as a certain learned Gentle- 
man of the Royal Society, who communicated this Story to me, feem-' 
•d to imagine) for the Cafes are very different ; and the uncomntoa 
Delay of this Finland Woman*s Delivery w>t owing to the pneter« 
p»tttiil $ituaticiD«if the Fatii. 

. ; . . Years 
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Years ago, you was guilty of Incontinency !— Kri 
Siry replied ihe, to be fun it would be a E^yto deny 
it to a Man of pur Learning — to be fur e I mujl con- 
fefs that about three Years ago — to be fur e^ Sir^ I was 
n^t quite fo good. Sir, as I Jbeuld have been^ Sir,-^^ 
JMf taji Mafier^ Sir^ who was a Parfon^ Sir^ — God 
forgive him and me too — lamftire I have repented it 
^hundred Timet ^ and I hope he has done the fame — 
The courteous Reader, I hope, will pardon my dcf- 
cending to fuch low Particulars, which, I confefs, 
are beneath the Dignity of a Philofopher ; but as it 
very much concerns me, in an Affair of fuch Mo- 
ment and Importance to the World, to fhew how 
^regularly and cautioufly I proceeded, it was neceflary 
to defcribe the Girl's Simplicity as a Proof of her 
Hdnefty, Authors who write only for the Aihuft- 
inent of Mankind, may choofe and omit Circiim- 
fiances at their own Pleafure, according to the 
JRufe of Horace^ 

Defies traSata nitefure poje^ reUuquits. 

But we who are unfortunately tied down to Truth, 
muft write, as it werp,- in Fetters, and are obliged to. 
keep on in the direft RoaJd, without the Privilege of 
turning afide to entertain durfetvds with Prbfp^fls. 
Be it fufficient, however, to fay, that at the nine 
Moiiths End, the Girl wa» delivered of a chopping^ 
Boy, whotn I Save ever fince educated as itty o^/^h, 
in fpite of all the Calumny o/ the Neighbourhood ; 
and I canriot doubt, but, in Time, he will rife to 
J«i a Jud^ or an Ald^mah. 

Thus, 
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Thtis, Gcntfemen of the R&yal Society^ I to^ I 
have proved, in the moft inconteftable Manner, that 
a Woman m^y conceive without any Commerce 
with Man; that the Worlfl has been in an Error for 
fix thoufand Years, aad, probably, would have con- 
tinued in it fl^ thoufand niore, if I had not;^been born 

.. , - - ■ . . . . . . , 

on purpofe to break through filly Prejudices of Edu- 
cation, and undeceive Mankind info material a Point. 
Material I muft call it ; for how different is this from 
all the Difcov^ries of Ifaac Newton the Star-gazer ! 
His, all of them, end in Speculation, but mine ex- 
tend to Pradlice ; his are only calculated for thePer- 
ufal of a few College-Pedants^i but mine off^r them-, 
fclves to the World in general : And 1 fliall flprtly. 
publifli a large Volume to (hew that this i^ the 
mpft natural Way of being born ; grounding my 
Demonftration on the following infs^llible Argu- 
ment, vfhich I have drawn up fyllogiftically, to 
prove my wonderful iTalehts in Logic* 

[t\ Nature (fay certain Authors of great Erudi- 
tion) is a very frugal old Lady, and a prodi- 
gious good CEconomift : She is obferved to 
give herfelf as little Trouble as (he can, and 
to do every Thing at the cheapeft Hand. 

But Animalcula may be hatched as completeljf 

m a^^Female Womb, as when they take the 

more tedious Progrefs through the Loins of 
the Males alfo. ' 

[c\ Thit is a Klothod much pr«dU«^ by theJeaxnod Ms. Wf^Jk-s'^ 
I ibf poif for the ixant Reafo% to ihcw hit Skill ia choppug Lope* 

5 Erg9^ 
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Ergo^ That ts the right Road into Life, which 
is the ihorteft Road. 

And now — what (hall I fay next ? As it often hap- 
pens that the Ufe and Pradlce of a Thing are 
known, before the Theory of it is difcovered (for 
Inftance. Men of War could batter down Towns 
with Bombs, long before it was proved that Projec- 
tiles defcrlbe a parabolic Curve; and little Boys had 
amufed themfelves with the Shadows of a magicLan- 
thorn many a Day ere feme great Philofophers un- 
dertook to explain the Myfteries of that wonderful 
Machine) fo has it fallen out in the Subject now un- 
der our Confideration : Hiftory has here and there 
furniOied an Example, and fome Phyficians of Anti- 
quity have accidentally glanced upon the SubjetEl ; 
but ftill I think I may challenge to myfelf the Merit 
of an original Invention ; and it would be very hard 
if a few Hints loofely dropt in old unfaihionable Au- , 
thors, which too I never faw till after I had eftab* ' 
liihed my Theory, (hall prevail fo far as to fix in>- 
on me the odious Scandal of Plagiarifm* There are» 
I know, a Sort of malevolent Readers, who take an 
infinite Pleafure in telling you that all Authors have 
ftolen their Works fince the Days of one Orpheus i 
and how lucky it is for that old French Poet, that we 
know not the Names of any of his Prcdeceflbrs^! 
but more efpecially they have recourfe to this Device, 
whenever they find it not quite fo eafy to anfwcr the 
Do£lrine of a Book, and yet are determined to cry 
down its Reputation : Then wc arc furc to heari 

* Lord^ ' 



• ^ 
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£tfri. Sir ! fhi Fillawftole it all ; then is not a Page^ 
nor a Lim^ nor a Word^ nor a Syllable^ nor a Letter^ 
nor a Comma of it his own j lean turn to the very Book . 
and Place from whence he pilfered it all. Now that 
I may anticipate this heavy Cenfure, and fave certain 
ingenious Critics the Trouble of turning back to the 
good old Writer (Peace unto his Manes^ whoever 
he be) from whom I tranfcribed this little Treatife, I 
have determined to produce of my own accord what 
few Paflages I have accidentally met with upon this 
Subje£t, and afterwards I (hall leave the World to 
decide, whether, in fpite of fuch occafional Hints, 
I may not ftill be allowed to be the fole Proprie- 
tor of this wonderful Hypothefis. 

Galen, in his celebrated Treatife upon the Meafle^, 
wherein he endeavours to account for the Origiti of 
that Diftemper, delivers it as a common Optnioh, 
that it was brought into the World by a Woman, 
born without the Affiftance of a Father ; but he 
feems to treat this as a vulgar Fable, and calls it 'a 
Notion of the Multitude. 

Hippocrates informs us, that his Mother ufed fre- 
quently to tell him, (he had no carnal Intercourfe 
with his Father for near two Years before his Birth, 
but that (he found herfelf ftrangely influenced one 
Evening, as (he was walking in a Garden. His 
Father obtained a Divorce on this Qccafion, and the 
good Woman fell under the Reproach of all her Ac- 
quaintance : But I hope this Treatife will vindicate 

her 
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{ute Memory fcom tl^t Inf^ny, whkh has. ever, fincc 
attended k through jjl fHc^e^4i0g Tm^s.. 

If we look ba^k to the fobulous Ag?s ef tbg 
World, when everything was aggrandi^iedby po^if 
Ornament, we read of many aocieot Ladies^ got yirit^ 
Child by fuch impoffible Methods^ th^^ I b^iliey^ 
they muft have owed their Pipegnapcy to wh^t | 
have been defcribing, and I hope all Comi|ientar 
tors and Mythologiftswill, for the future, faUio^witti 
my Explication. For wl^at elfe are w,e to think of 
^uiyfs growing big-bellied only with eating a Pieqe 
of Cabbage \d\ which l^lora gathered for her in the 
Olenian Fields ? *Tis plain ibc mu|l have f\v:allowe^ 
fome Animalcula at the fame Time, ' and thus be- 
CA«p^;^4tt» QhiH of 4%'* How ^l|e a^;p ^^o tQ>ac- 
cpunt fp? the p4d Cpftceptioa of I>4mi "* he^ twr 
yrifonai9i>f ? Scwe old Qr^^cle b^f^ fcy:e,tald# ii^^tlw' 
Jath^r AfCrifiu^ i^ip^ild have l?M 1rh;?o^ qi^t bjf . a 
Grandfo^ j ai;|d to <Jefe^ this Predi^^p^, ^ Iqfkp^ 
u(( his pnly Da-vghtei: in a bras^^a. Towe^, uncj^ 
fuch clofe Confinement, th^t it yi^ i^qr^pp^hk f^r 
any thing but Wind to get Accefs to her ; yet in 

^?fe CircumftaiiA?^ ibflJ^^dy w^: ^^fpy^. tp g^d of 

tl?e. moft iwg^ly ^^«J> whft ap^ftgipUa^ed tl^^ 
Qrafile ixx putting 4f^$/&^ t9. I^^^» TlJfl BpWs 
iftd^iBd. tell ufia^ft^'afl^g<?iI^l|pypbfllilfl$<^^y^pf 3ffj^^^^ 
tWniug Hifllifelf: tljfough. tb^ Til^s oji. tlj^ FJtpttfr^ if^pL 

\d] Qu<)d p^tis, Oleniis, iQquam> mi^i qiifTus ab ^ijpjs, 
«' ' Fliosdabit} efthbrtis unicusille'ineis.'' 
Ftotiniia luBrtniem decerjtft poUice^fkareaiy 
Fitquepotena Yotiy Marfqae creatuserat. 

Ovid. Faft. ▼. 

golden 
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golden- Shower ; but this is plainly a poetic FiAion, 
invented to account for a puzzling Phsenomenon. 

The Story of Boreas running away with a young 
(leirefs out of a Garret Window, and getting her 
with Child (as Ov/i describes it in his Metamorphofis) 
is more immediately to our Purpofe, aod dire£tly 
points out the Manner of her Conception. We all 
know, that it is the Profeffion of Poetry to perfona- 
life all its Objeds, and if a Lady found herfelf im- 
pregnated with Wind, nothing was fo natural as to 
make a God of that Element, and impute the £f- 
feAs to fupernatural [^] Power ; though I confei^ 
diere is an Impropriety here according to my Syftem, 
but that may be owing to the Loofenefe of poetic 
Defcription, or, perhaps, the Lady miftook the Quar- 
ter of the Wind in telling her Story, In general we 
may conclude, whenever we read of Virgins got 
with Child by Rivers, by Dragons, by golden Show- 
ed, £^^. that it was Wind, nothing in the World 
but Wind j only for want of knowing the real 
Caufe, they were glad to affign imaginary ones ; 
and the Poets getting hold of fuch improveable 
Topics, fo overloaded them with Additions of their 
o'Wn, that in the End they were all coniidered in 
tUd Light of Fable and Romance. 

-liyin tfalt Maiuer we muft interpret wliat Ov/jputs into the MouVK 
•f Fibrtfy^y^h^rejhe tcUs oaihe wai nviiked by ZepiyruSy 
Ver era^,, errabain $ Zepl^yrus coftTpexit, abibam : 
lafe^ukar^ fugio : fortior ille fait. 

Lib. ▼• Faft. loi. et dehinc 

Vol. L M if 
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If we dcfcend from thiefc allegoric Ages to fuc- 
ceeding Timcs§ when Hiftory had learnt a more fo- 
ber Style, and was contented to tell Truth without 
Difguife, we (hall find feme few Examples here al(b 
to our Purpofe. Diodorus Siculus informs us, in an 
old Edition of his Works, communicated to mebj 
my learned and indufirious Friend the Rev. Dr, 
5r»- r, that a certain Sorcerefs of Egypt^ pretended, 
among other fupernatural Claims, to be able to breed 
without the Help of Man ; and under Colour of 
thefe Pretences, would have peifuaded People to 
believe her the celebrated IJisj returned to vifit her 
native Country \ but at lall a Prieft of Taautusy or 
Mercuryy was found in fied with her^ and fo the 
A{Fair was at an End. 

Polybus has a Story more explicitly to our Pur- 
pofe J but he fpeaks of it with to much Diftruft him» 
iclf, that I will n6t venture to produce it, left it fhould 
give an Air of Romance to this Perfonnance fyj. 

Among the Roman Hiftorians, I can only produce 
an Example from Livy^ of a Woman who was re- 
ported to have been delivered of Twins in a defolate 
uninhabited Ifland, where flie was caft away, and 
had not feen a human Face for the Space of Nine 
^Years before her Labour. He tells usihe was brought 
to Rome^ and examined before the R^man Senate ; 
but the Particulars of this Story arcfo very prolixand 

\f] moffMf ^iTWf K£X7wff Jl/irxfp«eww7tfff, ». t. X. 
V Poly^, lib, j2i« p. %^Om 

t^dioMSy 
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tedious, that I choofe. to refer the Reader to the 
Original, in the fiftieth Book of that incomparable 
Hiftorian. * 

This is all I have been able to meet with in my 
reading, which I was willing to produce, as it may 
give fome Light and Confirmation to my Hypothe- 
fis J but I appeal to the illuftrious Mr. W- — rb—n^ 
that great Decider of old Problems and modern Con- 
troverfies, who well knows the Zeal of Authors to 
havfe their Works thought original, whether, not- 
withftandiiig any thing here quoted, the Merit of 
this great Arcanum does not of right belong to me ? 
I mention that Gentleman's Name, who now un- 
queftionably ftands foremoft in the Catalogue of 
Britijh Writers, with the moft profound Refped ; 
and it would afford me infinite Pleafure, if he would 
give this Subje(^ a Difcuffion in the next Volume of 
the Divim L — g — «, whenever he pleafes to oblige 
the World with that long-expc£ted Work : Or if, 
by Chance, he fliould happen not to have room for 
it, being already furnifhed with his Complement of 
Digreifions (and to be fure one Book can hardly 
contain every thing) ftill I have the Vanity to ex- 
pe£i:a Letter from him by the firft Poft, to thank me, 
according to Cuftom, for the honourable Mention 
I have made of him, and, with fome Compliments 
on my Performance, to make an Overture of his Ac- 
quaintance. 

' It now remains, before I conclude, to explain the 

great Acjy^nfages that will flow from the Pnblication 

of this Treatife 5 for this.it is, which muft redeem 

•' M 2 rac 
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mc from the reproachful Nzxtit of a Pro|i^6r, Afttt' ' 
rank me in the NuYnber of thofc illuife^foUs "W^ftr::^ 
tbies, who have invented ufeful Arts for the b^e^ 
Accommodaiion and Happinefs of human Life |^]« 

And, in the firft Place; I hope t Ihall mcritu'iir- 
verfally the Thanks of all the Fair Sex, for dilabiiling^ 
Mankind on the Subject of Conception, and teach- 
ing them how a Woman may be with Child ih'sl' 
fingle State, confiftently with the pur^ft ViVtuci 

Ctir ego defferemfiri Jtm Cof^ugg Mater ^ 
Etparere intaSOy dummodo €afia\ nnrb f 

But before this was known, when the World was 
foolilh enough to fuppofe Coition always previous to 
Conception,, how ^any Ladies have innotently Ibfc 
thi^ir Reputation ? How many unhappy Creatures 
have fallen under the Cenfures of a malicious Worlili, 
been excluded from Vifits, left out of Card- Parties', 
and pointed at by Prudes, only for the flight Fncbn- 
venience of happening to be brought to Bed before' 
Marriage ? Whereas, when once this Difcovery isr 
fpread, it will be eafy for a young Lady to loie her 
Maidenhead without loflng her Charafier, and to 
take the Air without any Dread of Calumny and Re-i. 
proach in Confeqvience of fo innocent a Gratification. 

Jam redit et inrgo^ redeum Saturma reg^% 
Jam nova progemes ceelo demittitur alto* 

Another great Benefit refulting from this Difco- 
very, will be the utter Abolition of Martriihbny» 

Ij-] hfuentas sut fui vitdm excoluere per ^rtet* ViMfe 
(^oted for tb« Saks of a Quotidoii. 

which 
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which has fei^ been complained of by all the polite 
World, asaNuiance grievous and intolerable, in- 
confiftcnt with all the Articles of modern Pleafure, 
and ^cftrufiiye of ibhat Freeiom^ which of Right be- 
longs to OeotleiDkeo. In coniequ^nce whereof, we 
kp Dukes and Dutchefles, Lerdis and Ladi^^S) md all 
the Great, whorii)g» divATcing, ppifoning one ano- 
dier, ftarving one »ootber, c^tting one axiother'i 
Throats, and pradifuag every other genteel fa(hiona- 
Ue Art to br^ak lodfe from their Fetters, and reicue 
d^pmielves from this worfe than Egyptian Bondage. 
Now as I am. a moft devoted Admirer of the Great, 
apt to efteem every thing wife, lawful and right, that 
comes from the Mouth of a Nobleman, I account 
myfelf happy to be Author of a Scheme, that falls 
in fo n^jvrally with their Defire$, and will deliver 
^cni^omthat qioft pernicious Inftitution, fupported 
l^y no o^er Authority th^n that of the Scriptures, an 
Authority Ipn^ o]:>folete and Oji^t of D^te v^ith the 
politer Part oiMapjcind I And as I cannpt doubt 
put all Women for the future will chpofe to propa- 
g^t^ the Species upon the Plan here recomniended, 
1 can affure thefn fojf their Comfort, that their Satif- 
hSt\on )vil} be as gr^^t in ^his Way, as In the ordir 
nary ^nd coarfer Communication with Man ; which 
if^deed the Fondnefs that L^ies have always expreii- 
ed for Zephyrsy abundantly proves, though hitherto 
tiusj hzre been ignorant of the Caufe of the agrees 
able Senfations excited by that amorous Wind. 

But ^t^c fppft fr^pif:^! My<^^i^SS Pf all remain^ yet 
to be jIqM, and i^ defcril^ing of this I muft exalt my 
Style : M 3 — Major 
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. — Major rirum mhi nafcitur ordo, 
Majus opus' tnoveo* 

There is a certain Piftemper moft fatally epide* 
mic, which has much employed the Speculation, and 
more thePraftice, of Mankind. Whether with Ehy- 
ficians we call it the Lues Venerea^ withTothecaries 
the Venereal Difeafe^ with Ladies the French Dj/iem- 
per^ or with fine Gentlemen the P — x ; it is known 
by all thefe Denominations, befidesah infinite N.um« 
berof inferior Titles, that mark the feveral Stages 
of this puiffant, deftroying Peftilencc. 



Nomna miSe, 



Milk uocetuU artes. 

Some tell you that Columbus brought it over from 
his new American World in a Ban-box ; and that it 
is nothing more than the Yaws operating differently 
upon European Conftitutions [A]. Others. are con- 
tented to go no further for it than France j and very 
confidently afliire us, that it was imported hither 
among other elegant Accomplifliments, for which 
we have b^an indebted to that Land of Luxury and 
Refinement. But though its Origin be doubtful and 
uncertain, its Atchievementsare unqueftionablyfure* 
and, oh, that I had the Pen oi Fracqfterius to defcribe 

\Jii] Howerer fomc People majr contend for the modern Intfododien 
of this Pi(^eniper» I am perfuaded it it as old aa t]ie Dtya at'Heret^f 
and that this illuftriout Giant>killer was infe6led with it. The eof«« 
nomed Shirt of Neffus, and the Torments he faffered hy patting it on, 
are plainly a Poetic Allegory, which I interpret in the following eafy 
|d anner. m^NeJfus p. -x!d his Whore, and ihc p-z*d HweuUt. * 
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the Ravage it commits upon a human Body ! Lend, 
lend me Affiftance, all ye battered Rakes, while with : 
blackeft Ink I undertake to paint the Havocks of that 
honourable Difeafe, of which thoufands of your 
Forefathers have died, and whereof yourfelves fo 
vain-glorioufly boaft in Taverns and CoiFee-houfes, 
to the great Advancement of Virtue and Morality. 
Say, illuflrious — and — and — , for ye know, 
with what fatal Rapidity its Venom over- runs the 
Conftitution, how it undermines the Teeth, un- 
hinges the Nofe, foddens the Fle(h, ftrikes Rotten- 
ncfs to the Bones, and poifons the very fpinal Mar- 
row. Say, farther, moft enviable Sons of Pleafure 5 
for this alfo Experience may have taught you, how 
it fpreads by Contagion, and operates by Commu- 
nication. Some Hufbands give it their Wives, and 
fome Wives give it tlieir Hufbands. Nor does the 
Evil end with Life, but revives again in the Pofteri- 
ty, is entailed on the Heirs of great Families, inherit-, 
ed in fure SuccefHon, and oftentimes, too often, 
proves the only thing that is inherited by Heirs of 
noble, but corrupted Blood. Hence arifes an enervat- 
ed Progeny, weak in their Perfons, and weaker in 
their Underftandings; a puny, ill-compounded, un- 
manly Race, who bear about them the Marks of 
their Father's Wickednefs in moft legible Charac- 
ters i and though liable tq be blown away by every 
Blaft of Wind, have the Arrogance to ftrut through 
the Mall with Swords by their Sides, and fancy 
themfelves Men. Alas! their Mother's Chamber- 
maids would make better Men. 

NoH his jwviutus orttt parentibus 
Inficii aquor Jangnim GaUico* 

M 4 No- 
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Now thisDiftemper, fo terrible in its EffeSs, and 
(6 pernicious in its Confequences, has been attacked 
for many Centuries, by all the EJculapian Art in vain ; 
[i] Afercury has exhaufted all its fruitlefs Powers 5 
Salivations exerted their cleanfing Influence without 
EfFeft ; and the mighty Tf^ardy with his illuftrious 
Pill, fits defpairing in an Elbow-chair at Whtteballj 
to find himfelf defeated by this invincible Difeafir* 
But what neither phyfical Prefcriptions, norchirur- 
gical Operations, what neither Empirics with their 
Pills, n6r Graduates of the Faculty with their Purges, 
have been able to accomplifti ; I pretend to perform 
in a fafe, eafy. efFedual Manner, {abjit fupefbia 
dtSio) and for ever to drive out the P-r-x frdm hfs 
Majcjffi y 's DomSnions. If all in female Shape (for I 
dare riot call them all Women) will agree to feclude 
themfelves from the foul Embraces of Men for one 
Year (wHich I account a very modeft Pro^fal, as I 
offer tHcni abetter Gratification in lieu of what thcjr 
are to forfeit, this ruinous Plague muft ceafe from 
among us). And I humbly recommend it, with all 
due Subniiflion, to the Judgment and Confideration 
of the moft honourable the L— ds of the P. C. whe- 
fheraR—1 Ed idi would not be well employed, to 
forbid all Copulation throughout the Kingdom for 
the Space of one whole Year*, beginning from Ladj'" 
day next, in order to flop the Growth and Increafe 
of a Contagion much more fatal than that v^fiidi 

[/] C^tjdr tells us onr old Britijh AnceftocB worfluped Mtraay 
above all the Gods, Deum fiwcime Mercurium cttliu^^ $tc, ^J^CV IDO* 
dera Deiceodants ftill worihip the fame Deity. 

5 now 
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now /weeps away our horned- Cattle, and equally 
deferying the Ij^terpofition of i^Vuthority, 

But Objeftprs ftill may be Jtpt to queftion, wjic- 
ther your double diftilVd Children, who pafs through 
the feminai Vefl'els of bpth Sexes in the old Way of 
eneration, are not of Courfe more healthy and vi- 
gorous, than yovsjinglc'diftiird Infants will be, who 
are to receive only the Nature of a female Womb ? 
n Confutation of which filly Prejudice, though I 
could produce feveral very cogent Arguments trom 
the Depth of Philofophy, yet I choofe to anfwer this 
Query by another 5 Whether the prefent Race of 
Fathers, efpecially thofein high Life, under the Cir- 
ci^mftances I havedefcribed, are qualified to beget 
Children at all ? But when Women are left to breed 
of Jtheinfelv^, and the Venereal Qifeafe is baniflied 
fro^ ^ipong us, we may then hope to fee an Off- 
fpri;ig robuft and healthy ; Britijh Valour will the^i 
ijcpveiT its ancienc Glorj' ; new Crejfys^ new Agin- 
courts ^ jpew ^lenbeims fucceed to grace our Annals^ 

Nor lienry Ifc the loft that conquers France, 

Wherefore, noj doubting but my Scheme wil^ 
immediately take Place, I {hall apply very foon for 
a Patent to fecure to myfelf the fole Advantage of 
this Difcovery ; ^nd inifae mean Time I have taken 
a Houfe in the Hay-market^ dans la marchi au foin^ 
where I iBiall give Attendance to all Women defirous 
of breeding, from the Hours of Seven or Eight in the 
Evening, till Twelve at Night ; and if they will 
quietly fubmit themfelves to my Experiment, I will 

enfure 
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cnfurc their Pregnancy at the proper Time, calcu- 
lating from the Hour they did me the Favour of their 
Vifit. Let them confider that the Glory and In- 
tereft of Great Br ttain are now incumbent upon thentj 
that it is in their Power to raife our Vigour, and, 
as I may fay, to mend the Breed of Engl'ijkmen. In 
fo doing, their Names will be recorded iif Hiftory, 
a^the illuftrious Proj. ag 'tors of Hcroifm, the Found- 
ers of a new Se£l of Men, and be handed down te 
Pofterity equally famous with the Spartan and Ro^ 
man Ladies, whofe many gallant Atchievements for 
the Good of their Countries, in Times of Diftrefs, 
engaged Poets and Hiftorians in their Praife. 

But principally and earneftly I addrefs myfclf to 
you, Gentlemen of the Royal Society ^ who Jhine in' 
the Dignity of F. R. S. and I hope you will recom- 
mend this Treatife to the World with all the 
Warmth and Zeal, that becomes the Promoters of 
ufeful Knowledge, the Patrons of Learning, thc^ 
Judges of Science, and the Inveftigators of Truth. ' 

I am. Gentlemen, with all poflible Refpe£t, De- 
ference, Submiflion, and Veneration, 

Tour moji obedient^ bumhU^ 

and devoted Servant^ 



Abraham Johnson. 
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Or' sJt'die zbillBu^ £!fF<sH's^ iHit Ha^e Iniea 
-disa^'t^/ thb !(!(^brifi'£Vs~df ^tiW CHrifiikii' 
A^ tScheck die ?fiig>«('s of Viceania? 

Widi'<iui it<^ve{k ihahVit'6f Vdilf^' to fuppoTt^ifi 
die Jotiribditt v4«h!es it frodl'tbe'Preif^: die PreacH<ar' 
ci^ii- ir iii6ft d^Voiid^'frM' die Pul|>it ; arid t» 
dKi\ii^Ji*all, diV Tra^eilUui diund^h a^'alHfi itTroiu' 
die Stage. This laft courageous Author, iii tHi' 
Huiry. of his Valour, difdaining. the Precaudon. of 
moff Heroes, who have ufually'entereH upbii diefe 
Advoitiires, ca(ed in Poetry, aiid aimed' at all 
Points wldi Ktiyine aiid'Metaplidfj (allies'out widi' 
no earthly Weaponr but honeft. bhinf Pro^, upoa 
die old Sebemeof figfating^ Qiimia'y ah'd' ^ming 

Mbdfitirii': BUtffij^ he fends out his litde Dwarf 

of 
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of a [a] Prologue, to challenge the Hydra from her 
Den, and to defire ihe would come out and be . 
tamed : they meet ; and after a Fight of three 
Hours, the Monfter having received fome fecret 
Wound, nobody knows where, falls down and ex- 
pires. So 

^ Moort of Motre-HaU 

With Notbitig at all 
Hathfidn the Dragm of Watiiby. 

But, in the Name of Fortune^ what has the Sa^ 
aety ofGameflers done to provoke all this Violence ? 
If the Zeal of Gentlemen lies upon their Hands^ let 
them however employ"^ it upon its proper Objeds. 
There are Vices at leaft as epidemic as Gaming^ and 
hx more pernicious, th^t may employ all the V^it 
and Genius any modern Author has to fpare. Hath 
Extortion been baniihed from the Seat .of Trade ; 
Perjury from the Courts of Juftice ; or hath Covent 
Cardm been deftroyed by Fire from Heaven ? What . 
Wifdom is it.to connive at thefe Enormities, and 
vent our Spleen upon an innocent Diveriion, which^ 
if an Infirmity, is furely the Infirajiity of Noble 
Minds ? , ' . 

That this Caufe fhould hithei'tohavie wanted Ad« 
vocates, will, no doubt, appear fingular : for though 

the FrofefTors themfelves arenot atleifuri to deal in 

■ f . > 1. 

* ' H ^^ AuthoTy 'Sirs, it cotne t Moiifter^Uiilifig> - -^ • ^ 

ArmM «t all Poinds ^gtinft the gydr a ■ n iQamiag. < . ) 

^ . Prolo^eto theGMn^Ci^r 

Controvcrfy, 
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Controvcrfy, it might be expefted their Dependants 
would take the Pen in their Behalf. However, fincc 
Gratitude has not done them this good Office, Ju- 
fticefliall ; and I hope thofe noble Perfonages will 
interpret, with their ufual Candour, the Intentions 
of one, who honours them for their Principles, 
though he is a Stranger to their Perfons: Principles, 
that open and enlarge the Soul ; dear to Philofophy, 
becaufe they are founded in the Contempt of worldly 
Things 5 Friends to Policy, becaufe they make 
Money circulate, and teach Induftry the Way to 
thrive ; fomething allied to Religion too, for they 
fill tbe Hungry with good Things, and fend the Rich 
empty away. 

In order to fetthis Matter in the cleareft Light, I 
(hall fairly ftate and anfwer thofe ObjecSions that are 
made to the Gamejiery cpnfidered as Mailer of a 
Family, and Member of the Community ; that we 
may fee how far his Profeffion can be thought to 
afFe£l either Domeftic Peace, or public Happinefs : 
After which I (hall briefly enumerate the Advantages 
that refult from this Pradlice, which either Careleir- 
nefs bath overlooked^ or Prejudicce mifconftrued. 

And firft it is reprefented as a Matter of Scandal, 
that a Gentleman ihould indulge himfelf in a per- 
petual Courfe of licentious Diverilons, while his 
Lady is left to bear the Burthen of Family-cecono- 
my, and repining for the Lofs of that Tcndernefs to 
which ibe bath an undoubted Claim. 

Here I obferve, how difficult it is for Englijhmen^ 
to preferve Royereacey or even common Modefty, 

when 
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when they are difcourfing of their Superiors, flen^ 
18 the whole Body cf the Female Nobility and 
Gentry ftigmatized in a Lump, as if they Aiboiit- 
ted to thevulgar Drud^ry of tnfpeding the Accoants 
and Morals of iheir Families : Such Calumnies as 
thefe are not the left injurious to Decency, becaufe 
in this Country of Freedom they may be vented 
with Safety ; neither is it any ways fit, that Qia^ 
racers of this exalted Rank (hould lie at the Mercy 
of the vulgar Herd, who judge without Diftindi- 
•n, and ceufure without Feding. 

As to the other Chimaera, that Women of Qu^ 
Iity ever repine for tKeir Hulbands Abfence, or that 
one fingle ftraggling Idea ever went in fearch of 
tlhem, or their Amufements, their BuCnefs, or their 
Company, I can only wbiider, where it found an 
Tma|;ination to harbour it. Is any' one fo'wfld t^ 
conceive that Numbers marry for any other Purpofc 
iKan to get a Separation as fail as poffible f Some 
wed for a Title j foilie are weary of a IV^Iother^s 
Leading- firings ; {omc fettle in the tForld^ that' they 
may run loofe about tHe Town, and indulge the 
Marriage Liberties' : 'Tis the Lawyer, liot the 
Prieftjtyds the Kndt ; they mortify foi: tliVjftgffent, 
to have Pleaflire in Reverfion. 

■ 

But theftrongeftObjedibn againftthis<36aimferte 
in the Eye of the Worldis'flill behind \ andthat b, 
Allegiance to the higher Powers : For thwfc iti^ 
in this Ifland a Monarch, who unfortunately could 
not be prevailed 'lipon to abdicate at the Revolution^ 

though 
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tliough be bad always claimed and exercifed a iitr 
penfing Power ; the Prince I mean is Pqftnm. Hi» 
Laws differ in one Refpe£l from thofe of the Mides 
and PerJioMS ; for they altered not ; whereas bis are 
(hifting every Hour ; llut they agree in this Point, 
that whoever oppofes them had as good be caft into 
the Den of Lions^ and devoured out of the wiy ; fojf 
no human Creature will give him Countenance, or 
be feen in his Company. 

This Prince, like a wife Legiflator, hath built his 
Syftem of Government upon the old Foundation o£ 
Rewards and Punifhments. The Ladies of England 
exipj from Faflaidn^ as the reft of us do from> the 
Common Law, certain Rights and Privileges, that 
are not to be forfeited, except by their own Confent. 
It would be needlefs to recite them at prefent ; they 
are contained at large ii^ the Grand Charter Fajhim 
gave his Subje&s ; they, on their fide, engs^ed to 
fubmit their Thoughts, Words, and A^ons to hu 
Direflion^ and to do him Homage as their Liege 
Sovereign. From this fliort Sketch it Will be eafy 
to point out the Confequence, if any Woman of 
Fttflmn were to commence an Acquaintance with her 
9%on Hufband : She would be excommunicated from 
every Aflbmbly in Town, and her Name expunged 
from the Catalogue of human Beings, 

Genttemen therefore may well be excufed for not 
cibtrttding Vifits, which are uncon/litutionalj and wid 
in ib^fihis% neitft^r ought the Gamefters in parti- 
cular to be taxed for Principles which they only hold 
in common with all Perfons of Figure and Tafte, 

Vol. L N 
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It is further allcdged againft the PraQiccof G^ww- 
ingj that the Heirs of great Families are often ruin- 
ed by the Vices of their Parents, and reduced from 
a State of Affluence to ftruggle againft Poverty 
with a Spirit broken by Difappointment. 

Let us argue this Matter calmly. The Mifchiefs 
of a vicious Education are univerfally lamented ; and, 
I hope, all will concur to apply the Remedy, where- 
ever found, without any Mixture ofPaffionand Pre- 
judice. I fay then. It is one main End of the wife 
Inftitution of Gaming ^ to prevent or corredl the Ef- 
fe£ls of a vicious Education, and to fecureour Youth 
from Intemperance by the falutary Reftraints of 
Want and Poverty^ It is the Confidence of inherit- 
ing great Eftates that naturally begets Idlenefs and 
Debauchery ; and do we cenfure thofewhofe un-» 
wearied Pradice it is to abate this Confidence ? It 
is to this independent Spirit we owe the Exiftence of 
thofe Creatures that walk upright, and are called 
Bucks ', and from this is derived that monftrous 
Brood of Country Squires^ whofe foJe Bufinefs and 
Pleafure it is to kill Foxes $ a Practice that cannot 
cafily bejuftified either to God or Man, becaufe 
thofe Animals do lefs Mifchief in a Manor, and are 
a far more rational Vermin^ than themfelves^ 

But if the Principles of Play were duly attended 
to, the Heirs of Gaming Families would refie£l on 
their precarious Situation, and fheltqr themfelves in 
fom^ I/ib?ral Pf ofeflipn : They would cp^fider, that 

Jnduftiy 
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Indaftiy and Application might fet things right, and 
make them almoft as rich as their younger Brothers. 
Intereft would charm them to Virtue, though thcjr 
had ftopt their Ears to Reafon and Confcience : For 
all Well-bred Perfons arc agreed to deteft Poverty 
more, if poffible, than Learning itfelf. 

Still it will be urged, that the Daughters of 
Gamefters are unprovided for in this Scheme, whom 
Cuftom, if not Nature, hath barred from all Rc- 
fources of Induftry, except fuch as are beneath the 
Dignity of noble Birth ; and therefore, in the Cafe 
abovementioned, they are inevitably expofed either 
to Poverty or Contempt. 

'Tis confeiTed, their Education differs from ours : 
They- cannot flouriih at the Bar, orblufterin a 
Campaign ; but they may exercife their G«nius at 
JVUfi^ or their Courage at the Brag -Table ; the 
Card AiTemblies are ftiil open to their Induftry ; the 
nobleft Scene, wherein the Female Talents can be 
exerted : Neither is any great Fund neceilary for 
this, if we coniider the known Prerogatives of the 
Sex : When they win, they have fpeedier Payment ; 
when they lofe — they have longer Credit. And cer- 
tain it is, whatever Pain it may give us to confeft 
it, the Ladies have the Powers of Gaming in great* 
er Perfedion than the Men : What Enthufiafm in 
their Hopes ! what Judgment in their Fears ! what 
Skill in changing Places and veering about, when the 
Wind of Fortune is in their Teeth ! how dextroufly 
^ they (hufle ! how critically do they cujt \ how do 

N % they 
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they penetrate into ah A4verfairy's Gamc-r^^ ^ 
were with a Glance / then they calculate ! Thought 
cannot, keep Pace with them : doubtlefs they play 
the Whole Game with greater Succefs than we can 
pretend to do. 

But fuppcfing they had no Refource ; it is only a 
^rticclar Inftarice of Diftrefs from which no State 
hath been exempted. ^ an Accident by which xhk 
heS: Purpofes of Induftry and Virtue have fometimei 
mifcarried : it is no Difgrce to a Gamefter that he 
is foiled by Fortune, who hath /vrf£^^/ Generals In 
her Time, and Statefmen too when they have look-r 
cd wifeft. 

Some, like ILoderigo^ to put Money in tlieir 
.Purfe, have fold all their Land«; why iiot? Gahiing, 
like the Law, abhors Perpetuties. Property is ia 
canftant Circulation; but then, like the Sear, wh^ 
it lofes on one Shore it gains oii i^otber ; and SF 
fome few can be mentioned whom Pttiy hath ttA^*- 
ced to Beggary, I could engage (if it wduW not bP- 
fend their Modefty) to nanic many more v^hbih it hi& 
iahn out of the Mire to Jet them with Ptinces^ 

.. Now to view this Affair ifi anotbcji Light : Pray 
.where is the Difference^ in point qf Morali^,. b^ 
tween the Gamefter that traificks. with, bis Stotlk at 
home,, and the Merch^t that fend^ it abroad oii fdi- 
.reign. Ventures ? But it will be afk^d, <f Do IcM 
f' the Profeffion of Gamejiers 4 Trade ?"' Yes, (cef- 
tomly ! one of theinoft flouriihing in tl^ Kingdariv 

And 
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And if they {houldgetthemfelves eredled into a Cor- 
poration^ 'tis .what I have long expeded, and they 
cannot do a better thing. But to proceed : the Si« " 
tuation of our Country inclines us to Commerce^ 
and the Genius of our People determines them to 
Play. The Merchant often rifks his whole EiFeds 
in one Bottom, and the Gentleman often hazards all 
his Eftate upon one Rubber : *Tis true they arc both 
liable to the Strokes of Fortune ; for one cannot 
command the Winds and the Waves, any more 
than the other can the Aces and Honours ; but their 
Defigns are the fame, equally tending to advance 
their Family, and to ferve their Country. The 
whole Diftindion is, that when the fatal Strok: 
happens, one is flyled a Bankrupt, the other a Cull ; 
out for my own Part, I muft be indulged in calling 
the Gamefter, under thofe Circumftances, a Broken 
Merchant, becaufe it was the Term we ufed at 
School when a Boy had loft all his Marbles. 

But now, to fee the different Treatment the mif-^ 
judging World affords to thefc two baffled Adven- 
turers : One is received with Pity, the other with 
Infamy ; neglected by his Friends, infulted by his 
Enemies, defpifed by all. — This is the Reward of 
diftreffed Merit in this Northern Climate f Thefe 
are the Fruits a Gentleman is to expcft after hav- 
ing facrificed his Tjme, Health, and Quiet, in the 
Profccution of a noble Scheme, merely becaufe he 
has happened, .in the Experiment, to beggar bimf^If 
ind |)i^. JPbtferitjr. 

N3 Bu« 
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But I hope tbefe Gentlemen, when they arc 
brought to a Situation wherein they ihall nq longer 
cboofe U he populafy I truft, they will appeal from 
the Clamours of the Multitude, to the ftill Voice of 
their own Confcience — And when they fhall hear 
themfelves traduced as Poifoners of Morals, and 
Corruptors of Youth, they will lay their Hands up- 
on their Breafts (where they will be fare to find all 
quiet) and j^fle£t that all this happened to Socrates 
long ago. 

I now come to thofe Objeflions wherein the 
Gamejier is taxed as an Enemy to the general Good 
of the Community. And firft, thofe old-fa(hloned 
Politicians (there are not many of them left) who 
think Righteoufnefs exalteth a Nation, are in Pain 
for the general Defection to Vice^ which Gaming oc- 
cafions ; and they are grievoufly ifraid that the hor- 
rid Oaths and Blafphemies which are daily vented, 
^nd numberlefs Frauds which are inceilantly prac- 
tifed, will foon complete the Meafure of our Iniqui- 
ties^ and bring on the third Earthquake very (hortly« 

As to Oaths, the ObjeSion, I muft needs fay, is 
frivolous enough ; for all Perfons are agreed. Gen- 
temen muft fwear fomewhere, what is the matter 
whether it be done in the Progrefc of a Rubber, or 
an Intrigue, in W- — te^s Chocokte-houfe^ or a Lady^s 
Bed-Chamber ? But for my own Part, fince Perju- 
ries have been fo freely tolerated of late, I thought^ 
(and if I am wrong I beg Pardon fbr a very innocent 
a Miftal^c) 
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Miftake) I took it for granted that Oaths had been 
allowed^ as tending to enliven Converfation, and to 
revive Eloquence* 

The Suppoiition of Blafphemy muft proceed from 
a Want of Candour, which, I hope, few will imitate* 
Such Words ihould not be rafhiy applied to large 
Aiiemblies, where it is odds but far the greater Part 
are entirely innocent ; for how can Men blafpheme 
A Power which they do not acknowledge to exift I 

As to Frauds, they could never be fufpefted, if 
the Principles on which Gentlemen regulate their 
Condud were once known, which I (hall therefore 
take leave to difclofe as briefly as poffible« 

It is agreed by Philofophers, there is a ftrl£l Ana- 
logy between the Natural and Moral Syftems. Now 
as the Mafs of Nature, according to ArtflotU^ is 
compounded out of four principal Ingredients, to, 
which he afterwards added di^inta EJfentia^ of more 
refined Nature and occult ^alities ; fo Morality is 
formed in like manner out of four Elements, which 
are vulgarly ftyled the Cardinal Virtues, befides 
which there is a ^inteffince called Honour^ for the 
Ufe of the Nobility j Gentry y — hut No Others ; for 
thus the matter is ordered ; the Mob content them- 
felves with the Elements, leaving to the Quality the 
fole Poifeffion of the ^intejfence. As to defining it, 
I fhall not fet about it for the prefent, nor in al^ 
Likelihood for the Time to come, it being a thing 
much eafier to be felt than underftood.^^And here 

N 4 withou 
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without the leaft Intention to offend the Clpxgyffof 
yhofe Fundion I have a fincere Reverence) I mui^ 
have Permiffionto hint one thing.T-ljt would hzwell 
taken^ if they would drop this Subject entirely in all 
their Difcourfes and Writings.— There is a fecret 
Impediment in a Gown and Band, which difquall* 
fies the Owner from faying any thing to the Purpofe 
on this head ; for as a Noble Lord well obierved^ 
Honour fhould never be mentioned in the Pulpit, nor 
Religion out of it. Not that I think Juftici fliould 
.Altogether be difcarded ; and 1 am of opinion that 
Temperance^ with fome few Improvements, might 
be made ufeful enough : But Honour f 

By HeoFoensit *wei^e an eafy. Leap 
Topkck bright Honour from the pale fa^d Moon^ 
Or Skje into the Bottom tf the Oeep^ 
Jnlfiuek up drowned Honour ty the Lo^h^ S)^^g)ea|r/ 

I hope no Man alive will fay any thing againft H^^ 
mur in my Hearing. 

It is likewife alledgcd that Gaming has a Tenden^ 
cy to deftroy all Piftindions of Rank and Quality i 
for that many Perfons of the. moit fordid ahfj ob- 
fcure Families are hereby in(:roduced to Familiari- 
ties with the Great, by which the Dignity of the 
*P — age is debafed. 

With Submiffion I am of a different Opinion : 
1 think the Dignity of the P — r— ^^ is mofteffedu* 
ally debs^ by Pride, and exalted by Condefcenfidh* 
What can be more amiable than to Ice Perfims of 

the 
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lS)e bighefi Rank vying with each other to carefs a^ 
iinfortuoate Man, that is making a defperate Puflpi 
with the laA Handful of Guineas he has in the 
World ? Propofing Betts with fo much jlffaffiUij^ 
taking his Money in fuch z, friendly Manner, an4 
adminiftring the laft Offices to him with (uch 2k Fund 
of Humanity ? I fee no Juftice in excluding every 
Strapger from an £ O Table, that cannot produce 
a Pedigree traced from the Conquejl : If he has the 
I>refs, and Purfe of a Gentleman, that is fufficient : 
As for ay«// and true Jccojoktof his Birth j Parents 
agey and Educationy'-^ht th^t be referved foranothof 
.Time and Place. 

To fay the Truth, thefc Queftions about Family 
f^cmptcfqr Curioiity th^n Ufe ; and dobut/erv^ 
to deLgf Biffipe/u For when a Dozen Carrio^ $ird^ 
ate met together in a Field, and get Scent of aCar^ 
cafe, I never could obfecve them deb^tting v^hether 
it wore an Horib or an Afs they were ^piitr to 4Pr 
vour : AU they do is, to vote tfajBinfelve$^ k^RS^9 
tad fall on without farther Ceremony. 

LaiUy^ it is urged, the Example is pernictoas : 
VicesofQiiality naturally defcend to alower Sphere, 
atid infe& thofe, \ybo can eafdy leajrn the Corrupti7 
ons, without having the ILefources of Wealth » 
&qm whence Violence and Rapine are pra£lifedj» a^ 
the only means to feed Riot and Extrayagance. 

I api afraid this Reafoning will prove rather more 
than it intended i for at this rate Gentlemen muft 

refirain 
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re(}rain their own Plcafures for the Sake of other 
People's Morals. Men of Wit and Spirit about 
Toum muft give up Genius, Fire, Vivacity, and all 
the Refinements of Life, in order to fave the Souls 
of half a Dozen Beggars. A very hopeful Scheme 
truly 1 But I doubt the Gamejiers will hardly be at 
leifure to confult the Scruples of others, for this 
manifeft Reafon, becaufe they have hitherto had 
none of their own ; neither are their Confciences of 
that puling Kind, that will fubmit to be fed with 
this Milk of Babes : — they have Digeftion for 
ftronger Food. 

4 

Having thus far cleared the Gamejier from thofe 
Imputations, that might afFedl him in his private and 
public Capacity, I fliall now proceed to mention 
fome Advantages that refult from this Pradice. 

One great Advantage of Gaming is, thatit teaches 
us to bear up againft the Charms of Wealth, and 
Terrors of Poverty. For my own Part it hath feri- 
oufly afFeSed me to rifled, that Money, the grand 
Source and End of all human Counfels, the Cor- 
ruptor of Patriots, and Divider of Princes, for which 
Beauties languilh. Heroes fight, and Sages write 
upon Virtue ; (hould come to be utterly difregarded, 
^isaThingof no Efteem, amidft a general DiiTolutron 
of Morals, and in the Dregs of Time. There have 
been Philofophers who have defpifed Riches, when 
they could not get at them ; and fome, who have 
advifed the World to defpife them, while they have 
been hoarding themfelves. But no Age, except the 

prefent^ 
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prefent, hath prcxluced Spirits afpiring to this high 
Perfe£lion ^ that have courted Poverty in the miift 
of Plenty -, renounced Eafe, when they were born 
to Luxury ; and harrafTed their Conftitutions to af- 
{t& Defigns, which the reft of Mankind, wholly 
blinded by Prejudice, are Aire to confider as in* 
famous and deteftable. 

Having mentioned Philofophers, I cannot find in 
my Heart to proceed, without confidering from what 
St£k among the Ancients, the Principles and Tenets 
of our modern Gentlemen feem to be derived ; and^ 
upon mature Reflexion, I find they are built upon 
the Ruins of the Cyrenaic^ the Founder of which 
was Ariftippus^ the finefl Gentleman of his Age ; 
CTid no doubt a Gamefter. And whoever has turned 
his Thoughts to examine the Condudand Opinions . 
of that Philofopber, as they are delivered to us by 
the mofl authentic Writers, will find the Parallel 
ftriking enough to juftify a longer Digreffion than I 
at prefent defign to make* 

And ftr^LjAriJlippus was celebrated for his uncom- 
mon Contempt of Money ; for, being on a Journey, 
and finding his Attendants lag behind, too heavy 
laden with Treafure, he ordered them to leave it ia 
the Defiut, and purfued his Way without it» 
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In Imitation of which Proceeding, his FoHowers 
simong us fhew the utmoft Forwardnefs to £vtji 
tbmfetues of that Incumbrance as faft as poffible. \ 

Some Perfons have been furprifed, bow our mo- 
dern Gentleman can fuftain that Character underthe 
ftrange Variety of Drefs that Feftndn pre(cribes. 
What a different Appearance is made by the fame 
Individuals when you fee him fauntring in th^MalU 
^i^d lounging in thcPIay-houfe? YetftiH the Gen* 
fleman appears through all. All which i% direct* 
ly (raced from the Pattern of Arijlippus : Some- 
tmes he made a Figure in purple R^bes ; and often-, 
9S [^] Dtogenes Laertius obferves, he would walk 
about with a Newmarket Switch in his Hand, bis 
Hair in Papers, and in the Ancafter €ock : 

^ilUhet imliUus cele^errima per lofa wfettp 
Perfpnam^ue feret nm inctmdnnut utram^im* . . Hoi:* 

Bu Dre/i, tU vanedy fix^ d ^ fuhln ^y«^. • . 
Jndfiew'd an Elegance that mchd Di/^^'r. 

Jrijiipfus bad a wonderful ^enchaiit . toiyard\the 
Fair Sex : He would ride Poft at any Tim?i» ^^^ 

• I » ft • f ^ ^ 

than baulk his Afligp^tions : And oflpe it ^s record- 
ed he rn^de a l.opg foj^fgF? for. tfep Plqafy^ifc pf con|- 
verhng with the ceJeljr^ted Z,w, ths; ErrMi M-TTi 
of her Age. 6ut here the Scholars have far out- 
ftripped thw.M>ft^r, if y a except the Sailing Expe- 
dition, which Fortune hathputout ofvthc<iueftio^^ 
by providing them with ^iftfeffes, as well as Sur- 
geons, in every Street. . 

" [A]InVit,Ari%pi. 

It 
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It will not appear ftrangc, after what was faid in 
the laft Paragraph, that Artftippus had feveral na- 
tural Children 5 but there being no Foundling Hcfpi* 
tnl in thofe Days, he told their Mothers, in hiseafy 
f^ay^ Prdcreat\9n was not what he defired or inf 
tended ; that for his Part, he confidered Children 
as itiere bodily Secretions : However, iftheP^r^^ 
chofe to provide for them, he had no Objeflion. 
Our Proceeding, till of late, was the exaft Coun- 
.terpart of this : Now indeed the Cafe is altered ; 
j^d G^tlemen commit Fornication in the Spirit of 
Patriotifm, in order to raife Supplies for the Herring 
Fifl)erj. 

However, jthere is one thing which it would be 

unfair in me to fupprefs : Horace introduces Ari^- 

Jiipfus holding a Converfation with Diogenes the 

Cynic^ wherein he fays of himfelf, what Hiftory hath 

like wife confirmed ; 
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And famm for Luxury «which Kings nuantain^ 

... t 

The Philofppher, it feems, not being borp to an 
independent Fortune^ condefcended to accept certaiii 
Gratuities jfrom the Princes and Great Men of hfs 
Tune ; and, for fear of lofing his Penfion, was their 
very 6Wi^\iloiis artd devoted humblfe Servant j whfiJh 
|s. the ojif maicrtAlPbihti vrhetdn his Chara<Sftr 
'^5 difFers 



190 A MODEST DEFENCE 

differs from that of our Nobility, to whom nothing 
of this Sort can, with any Colour, be objefted. 

Bat to return to my Argument (which I do 
with the fame Pleafure that a Gentleman who has 
Cut out, returns to a Rubber)^ another Advantge of 
Gaming is, that it clears the Mind of many uneafy 
Paffions. Tully has left us a Treatife againft Per- 
turbations ; but, in my Opinion, Mr. HoyU has pub- 
lifhed a much better for .Ufe and Prafttce : For 
whoever has ftudied the Works of this Philofophcr, 
enjoys a State of mod blefied Infenfibility : He is in 
perfe6l Charity with all Mankind, forgiving Injuries, 
and forgetting Benefits : He has a Wife and Chil- 
dren, Relations and Friends ; but he has neither 
Fears for their Welfare, nor Tears for their Dif- 
trefs ; He bears their Affli£tions with the moft Chri- 
ftian Patience, and kifTes the Rod with which Pro« 
Tidence hath chaftifed them : Conforming precifely 
to that Divine and Stoical Precept of Epiifetus^ *• If 
*' thy Friend be in Extremity, thou mayeft fay 
^' thou haft Pity on him j but be fure not to feel 
*< any, becaufe that is an Infirmity beneath the 
« Dignity of Man." 

A third Advantage refulting from this Prafticc is, 
the Influence it hath upon the Military Eftablifh- 
ment. It muft give Pleafure to every Lover of his 
Country, to obferve us exactly tracing the Plan, 
which Horace prefcribes in ithat folen^n Od^ ad- 
drefied to his Friends, for the reftpr^ing warlike 

^'Difciplinc 
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Difcipline among the Roman Youth : Speaking of 
whom he fays j 

Anguftant^ amici^ pauperiem foH 
Rohuftus acri miUtia fuer 
Condi/cat^ i^ Fartbosferoce$ 
Fexit eques metuendus bafta. 

tAt ihthrtvoe Touth^ nnbofe Souls fir Glory pant, 
Su/tain the manly Di/cipUne of Wantj 
They tiiirfl?aUjbrink from Deatii*s impending BLnVj 
Nor hreaibifrom Slaughter, Uill thefiJi quelPd the Foe^ 

Horace appears to have heen very fond of this Doc* 
trine ; for, in another Part of his Works, he tells 
a Story of a Soldier in Lucullus's Army, who had 
been robbed of all hts Money by Thieves. The Fel- 
low was in a violent Rage, fwore like a Trooper 5 
and, fully determined neitherto give nor take Quar- 
ter, runs to the Head of the Forlorn-hope, ftorms 
a Caftle, and (hielded by his Defpair, came ofF 
without Lofs of Life or Limb ; but when he had 
reimburfed himfelf by Plunder, his Courage by no 
means feconded the Motion his General nrjade to 
him foon after, to go upon fuch another Expediti'^ 
on ; for he very cooly afked him, 

JTje think me. Noble General, fuch a Sot ? 
Let him hJte Caflles nuho has ne*er a Groat, 

Mr. Pope. 

From whence we may coUedl, that Men in eafy 
Circumftances are not the fitteft to go upon defperate 
Adveptures \ and that thofe who have charged 

through 
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through a Troop of Creditors, are moft likely td 
have the fame Succefs when they face an Enemy ^ 

What then ftiall we fay to a Britijb Army, in 
which there zre perhaps — Half a Dozen Officers, 
all Gamng'proof^ with empty Purfesj and ftarved 
Hopes, who fear neither God nor Devil, haVe fi^lt 
the worft that Manii2Xi do, and have laid in a Fund 
of Dcfperation fufficient to anfwer the Exigencies 
of an whole Campaign, though it were commanded 
by Hannibal \i\m.^€i{ I And fcall we renounce fuch 
Advahtages as thefe, in which tne Ihlerefts of Eu^ 
rope are concerned, to gratify popular Prejudice and 
Clamour ? I take Gaming^ confidered in this Lights 
to be the beft Inftrument for enabling us to fulfill 
cfur Treaties on the Continent. 

Another great Advantage of Gaming is, that, lite 
Charity, it is the conflant Reconciler of Differences j 
and the chief Unitcr of Mankind : Here Company 
flleet without the leaft Regard to Age, Condition, 
or Party : Fortune's Veterans mix ^ith ybunjg Ad- 
venturers, and teach them the Path to Hohbtir : 
The Courtier and the Patriot cut in together, iqnaUf 
complain of Grievances^ and want Supplies: No 
Man's Principles are queftioned, if his Credit bf 
uncontefted ^ for Money is indifferent to Parties^ 
and freely lifts itfelf on either Side. 

To conclude; let the offer one Argument, whit]| 
perhaps will weigh mOre with our Opponents than 

either 
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either Reafon or Juftice ; and that is, the Impofli- 
bility of fucceeding in their Attempt, This is no 
Time to expeft Succefs in Projefts that have beea. 
fo often baffled. What hath the Wifdom of the 
Nation effeded by its Laws, or the Fury of the 
Rabble by its Clamours ? The Rulers have confpired 
together^ and the People imagine a vain thing. Vain 
indeed ! They had better therefore renounce therr 
Oppofition while they can do it with a^good Grace, 
and fay at once with the Great Durandarte^ 

\c] Patience ! and Jhuffle the Cards* 

[c] Vide Don Quixote* 
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T O 

Mn GAR RICK. 

SIR, 

AS in the Wantonnefs of your petulant 
Fancy, you have fallen upon a Sett of 
Gentlemen, who canndt poflibly have given 
you any perforial Provocation ; I have thought 
proper to prefix your Name to this their De- 
fence, and call upon you thus publickly to 
juftify your Behaviour, if it be poflible. But 
furely. Sir, it mull have been a fccret Admi- 
ration of their Elegant and Refined Manners, 
that called forth your Spleen, to turn into 
Ridicule thofe foft Accomplifhments you de- 
fpaired to equal ; and, as a Comic Writer did 
by the Divine Socrates^ mimic and burlefque 
upon the Stage what you had not the Face to 
imitate in real Life. But your Wit was as im- 
potent as your Malice was ftrong. Your Farce 
was no fooner feen, than it was laughed at ; 
you know. Sir, it was laughed at ; moft pro- 
digioully laughed at : A plain proof, that it 
was judged to be very ridiculous. 

O 3 Believe 
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mc. Sir, you have fallen moft njifc- 
rably Ihort in your Attempt. And how fhould 
it be otherwife ? Tou pretend to exhibit a Re- 
prefentation of ^be Pretty Gentleman^ who are 
by no means an Adept in the Charafter ! Tou! 
that are an entire Stranger to thofe fine Senfa- 
tions, which are requifite to give a thorough 
Notion, and true Relilh of the Enjoyments it 
affords ! How &ould yop paint wh^t Nature 
has not given you Faculties to feel } As far 
^s She leads you by the Hand, you may, per- 
haps, fucceed : But to leave her behind^ and 
treat thofe fecret Paths to which her Guidance 
never points -, tbis^ Mr. Garrtck^ This is far 
beyond the Power of your limited Genius. 

So wifliing you more fortunate in your next 
EfTayt and wife enough never to expofe your- 
felf again toDerifion, by endeavouring to 
laugh out of Countenance a CharaAer, which 
all fenfible Men look upon with Admiratm 
and Jftmfiment^ I take leave to fubfcribe my- 
fdf, as much as I ought to be, 

• 

SIR, 

Tour Humbk Servant ^ 

pHIlrAUTVS. 
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THE 

Pfetty Gentlehiatt, ^c, 

TH £ Theatre is faid to be the proper School 
for correAing the little Irregularities and 
Foibles of Mankind i and no Method ia 
held more likely to check the Growth of Folljr^ 
than to bring it to full View in Scenes of humo« 
cqus Reprefentation* But then the Comic Writer 
fliould be certain^ that what be endeavoured to ex-^ 
pole, be really an Olijeft of Ridicule ; othewife 
he not (Hily offends againft the Rules of the Drama^ 
but the Precepts of Virtue. 

I m led into thefe Reflexions^ by a late Perfor- 
mance esEhibitod on our Stage^ wherein the Author 
attempts to laugh out of Countenance that inoUifj^ 
ing Ekgance which manifefts itfdf with fuch a be* 
witching Grace, in the refined Youths of this cul^ 
iivatedAge. ■ It is in Defence of thefe injured Gen-* 
tlemen that I hare taken up my Pen ; and how 
well qualified I am to estecute fuch an Undertddng^ 
the Reader will be convinced, if he has but Pa^ 
lience tc^ perufe carefully the foUowtng Sheets. 

O 4 Amtdft 
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Amidft all my Refearches into the Hiftory of this 
Country, I do not find one Pretty Gentleman-, 
till the glorious Reign of King ^anui I. This PrinCc 
had an odd Mixture of contrary Qualities. In fome 
refpedls he retained the Rufticity of Gothic Man« 
ners ; in others, he was very refined. 

Lord Clarendon affures us, " That His Moft Sa^ 
*' cred Majejiy was fo highly delighted with a Beau- 
*' tiful Perfon and Fine Cloaths, that thefc were 
** the chief Recommendations to the Great Offices 
*^ of State.** A convincing Proof (begging the 
noble Hiftorran's Pardon) of that Monarch's fu- 
perior Talents for Government. 

In the Reign of Charles L this Refinement funk 
in the Reputation : For how indeed was it poffible, 
that a genuine Talle could be cultivated, when 
Falkland was beheld with general Admiration, and 
Waller read with general Delight ? 

Harder ilill was her Fate, under the Rebukes of 
an auftere Republic, and a four ProteSor. The 
very Loyaltfls themfelves were treated with lefs Ri» 
gour, and not a Man of any Elegance durft even 
(how his Head, 

But when Monarchy wasreftored, Tajig emerged 
from her Obfcurity, and flione with fome Degree of 
Luftre. For though the Prince was fomewhat in- 
elegant in himfelf, yet that downy Eafe^ which was 
cheriflied under his aufpicious Influence, was highly 

favourable 
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fiivourable td the Cultivation of foft Mtxnn€rs%. 
notwithftanding the malicious Efforts of MiUm^ 
Denhamy Dorfety Buckingham^ and Dryden^ 

From this Period, to the Beginning of the prefent 
Century, her Progrefs was now and then checked 
by the Blafts of Envy \ yet, upon the whole, flie 
made fome tolerable Shoots j when at laft, a Sett of 
malevolent Spirits arofe, who [a], with a cruel and 
bloody -minded Zeal, entered into a Combination 
to deftroy this lovely Plant, both Root and Branch, 
The better to efiedl their barbarous Refolution, 
they fet up an Idol of their own Fancy, afcribed 
to it all the Attributes of the Graces^ and with the 
Artifice of deceiving Bland ifliments, allured the 
Majority of the Nation to fall down and worfliip 
the lmag€ which they had fet up« 

Hence it was that Elegance became a neglefled 
Charafter, and the Pretty Gentleman an Objed^ of 
general Contempt, and barbarous Raillery. 

But no fooner were thefe Enemies removed, than 
the Sons of Delicacy made an Attempt to rife again ; 
And how fuccefsful they have been, every Place of 
polite Refort does fully witnefs; and notwithftanding 
all Oppofition, tbey are determined to pufli on their 
Defigns, and polifh the Britijh Manners. Now the 
better to carry on this glorious Scheme of Reforma- 
tion, thefe Gentlemen have ere£lcd themfelves into , 

[«] Under the Forms of Tatltn, SptSlaton, and Cuardiam, 

an 
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an amicable Society; and from the Principles on 
which k ifi founded, have very pertinently ftiled it, 
* The Fraiemity of ?KETTY Gentlemen. 
^As ho aSbciated Body can poifibly fubfift, unle(s 
they arc ceipisnted by an Union of Hearts, the grand 
Principle of thi^ Fellowihip is mutual Love, virhtch^ 
it mu|l be Gonfeffed, they carry to the higheft Pitch. 
In this RefpeS, they are not inferior to the *Is^9^ 

^ouKoLv^y Thefacred Theban Band^ fo illuflrious in 
Story. Such an Harmony of Temper is preferved 
^mongft them, fuch a Samenefs is there in all their 
Words and Anions, that the Spirit of Om feems to 
have paifed intpr the Others or rather, they oi/ breathe 
%\itfame SouI« This is the fecret Charm that the 
Platonifis tall^ of, the intelle£);ual Faculty, which 
connects one Man with another, and ties the Knot 
of virtuous Friendfhip. Bi^t I need not dwell any 
longer on a Subjeft, which can admit of no Debate; 
the Notoriety of the Fa£l is even become Prover^ 
kial amongft us, and every one cries out. 

Magna eft inter Molles ctnuordiat 
I (hall now open another Scene, and prefent to 
the Reader a View of their Studies and Employr 
ments j where he will find them no lefs worthy of 
s his Admiration and Regard, 

They do not indeed confume their Hours m fuch 
Points of vain Speculation, wherein the Prids of 
Reafin and Learning has room to operate. And in- 
deed there is fometbing in t^e Prudgeiy of Mof- 

culini 
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mlirn Knowledge, hj no means adapted to Youths 
of fo nice a Frame, that it cannot be (aid^ they 2ie 
ever invigorated with pcrfeSt Health. The enfeebled 
Tone of their Organs and Spirits does therefore na- 
turally difpofe them to the fofter and more refined 
Studies ; Furniture, Equipage, Drefs, the Tiring 
Room, and the Toy-lhop. — What a Fund is here 
for Study ! And what a Variety of cafy Delights ! 
Or, if the Mind is bent upon Manual Exercife, the 
Knotting-Bag is ready at hand ; and their fki]ful 
Fingers play their Part. Notwithftanding the Ridi- 
cule, which is thrown upon this {^art of the Cha- 
rafter, it appears to me, rather to merit our jfpplauje^ 
than to provoke our Laughter^ With what Satisfac- 
tion have I beheld five or fix of thefe elegant Youths 
interfperfed with an equal Number of Ladies^ almoft 
as delicate as themfelves, and vying with them in 
their own Accomplifliments ! Rouzed by the Ardor 
of Emulation,, they work for GUry^ and aflert the 
Prize of Feminine Merit. 

With equal Skill their praftifed Fingers apply tho 
Needle, and rejoin the Lace : With equal Facility 
they convey the gliding Shuttle through the opening 
Thread, and form the various Knots. Pretty Inno- 
cents ! How virtuoufly, how ufefully are their Hpura^ 
employed ! Not in the wrangling Squabbles of the 
Bar, or the unmannerly Contentions of the Senate^ 
not in the robuft Sports of the Field, or in a toil-* 
fome Application to ungentleman-like Science; but 
in the pretty Fancies of Drefs, in Criticifms upon 
Fa(hions, in the artful Difpofition ol China Jars, and 

other 
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other Foreign Trinkets j in fowing, and knitting 
Garters, in knotting of Fringcy and every gentle 
Exercife of Feminine (Economy. 

If from their Studies we turn our Attention to 
their Converfation, we muft be convinced, that in 
this RefpecSh like wife they are fo far from meriting 
Contempt, that nothing in the World can be more 
refined, or more engaging. 

It is an eftabliflied Maxim in this School of Man- 
ners, never to oppofe the Sentiments of the Com- 
pany. Every Gentleman aflents to every thing that 
is faid. Sometimes indeed, you may hear what ap- 
pears, at firft, like a DiflFerenceof Judgment : But 
have a little Patience, and you will find it is only the 
genteel Interchange of Sentiments : For Sipprus 
will go over to the Opinion of Fannius^ rather than 
be fo rude to contradict him ; and Fannius will al- 
low his Friend to be in the right, rather than be 
thought fo ill-bred as to give up fuch a Trifle as 
his own Judgment. Whereas your unredbified 
Spirits are eternally infifllng upon the natural Right 
of maintaining their Opinions, and the Liberty 
of fpeaking their Minds. 

The Liberty of fpeaking your Mind! A pretty Af- 
fertion truly ! I know not what Arguments may be 
drawn, in favour of it, from the mufly Precepts of 
antiquated Sages, but I am certain, that Good- 
breeding abfolutely difallows it : Neither indeed is 
it reconcileable with common Senfe and Difcretion ; 

for 
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for he who difapproves my Sentiments, does, in 
efFeft, tell mc I am a FooL Cpnfequently, Jet him 
talk ever fo well, and reafon (as you call it) ever fo 
juftly, he is fure tp giye OflFence : Whilft the yield- 
ing Companion, the well-bred Aflfenter, neyer fails 
to conciliate Favour ; for there is not a more engag- 
ing Compliment to the Underftanding, than to fa- 
crifice your own Vanity to That of another* 

A Pretty Gentleman therefore fc^ce ever diflentSf 
He will indeed fometimcs fay, Oh ! pard*n me^ mi 
Pear ! I ke*nU pojftbly he of that Jpinion! But thea 
this is only a polite Artifice, that he may flatter yotir 
Judgment with aiiner Addrefs> when he afterwards 
fuffers himfelf to be convinced by your fuperior Rea- 
foning. To give him his Due, he has no Attachr 
ment to any one Opinion in the World, but that of 
preferyipg the Rules of Good-brcjediiig. In all other 
Cafes, he ha^ an Aflept entirely at your Service ; 
and you cannot change Sides oftener, than this moft 
pbfequious humble Servant will follow you. A 
Tranfgreflion of Decorum is indeed fo fhocking to 
his Nature, that he cannot let it pafs without Cor- 
redion ; but then it is always inflidled with a gentle 
Hand. The fevcreft Adnimadverfion never rifej^ 
})eyond this. 

Oh ! fie ! ye filthy Creter ! 

The Epithet filthy^ as it appears upon Paper, may 
feem fomewhat coarfe and unclean : But were you 
to hear how he liquidates the Harflinefs of the Sound^ 
and conceals the Impurity of the Idea by a fweetened 

Accent, 
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Accent, you would gmw enamoured of his Ad^ 
drdfs) and adkttire the enchanting Beauties of re^ 
fined Elocution. OA f fie ! ye fibhy Cteter / HbW 
ea(y, how gentte, how humane a Chaftifement for 
Che higheft Offence ! 

It has been obferved (but I don't remember by 
what Authbf ) thkt there? are two Kinds of Converfa« 
tion : The one, clofe and continued ; the other, loofe 
*nd uncofitteAed. The Firfi was j^radiffed athohgft 
u# whilff thd Emmies of Elegance prevailed : But 
now the L<AUr has deftrvedly gained the Aftehdant ; 
as ir fs perfedly fuited to the Turn and Caft of <iut 
pidite Aflemblies oi every Denomiitacion \b\ Tbb 
Gravity of dull Knowledge is at laft happily ex- 
ploded': Mafculine Senie and Wit are rejddied as^c^^- 
fol^e ahd unfafhionable Talents; and better fup- 
plied by the rtlore engaging Charms of the contrary 
Qtidities. Nothing is noW heard, hot fweet Chit- 
clfM:, arid tender Prittte-Prattk, Shrfeds of Seriti« 
ftoents, arid Cutttngt of Sentences, — all foft aiid 
charniiilg) ele'gant and poHte* 

By this flidrt Abftrafl of the previaiHng Turn in 
politeConverfation, the Reader fees, that the Prettf 
Gentleman muft necefTarily be the beil Company ; 
becaufe he will neither offend by the abominable 
Coarfenefs of manly Reafon, nor the ungrateful Poig- 
nancy of keen Repartee : But though he is not fudi 

[b"] DromB, Kettle-Drums, Dram-Majon, Routs^ HwnTitB, RioC% 
Tumults, and Helter-Skelters, the feveral Appellatioas by which the 
irfddlem AflTdnblies «it aptly charaderized and difibguilHed. 

a Fop/f 
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ft Fad J or fo iM-bred ^ to be dowa-rlgbc If^ttyy ho 
mil now and then indulge himfelf in ^at he calls, 
Tbi Utile Efsapt$ nf Fancyj which I wHl not injure 
fo much as to raidc them under die Denomination 
of WTtt. If the Company happens to grow languid, 
fanHiitt has an admirable Taknt at reviving tiicir 
Spirit^ by fome pretty famtUar RemsUrk or oriiier ; 
vriiich, obviooe as it is, would never have entered 
into the Head <^ an unrdined Mortad. On fuch an 
Occafion this little Wag will pat a Lady over *e 
Shoulder, and tell her with the moft facetious Leer, 
JvtWy Me^me^ jotlre tmnwieratefy eHfgrtamhig. 

And thou^ this is all he fays, yet there is fome- 
^ing in the Mann^fTy in the Acantti and in the—/ 
donU know what ; that the Company inftantly revive, 
and begin again to exchange their JVeris. l^or let 
arty Man imagine that this is a triflihg Talent, 
which (fan raife Something out of— Nothings and 
reftore a Society to Chearfulnefs and Pkafaritry ; 
for good Manners require that Convcrfation ftiould 
j|>e kept up at any Rate. 

But when I told you that thehr Raillery was the 
0ioft inoffenfive"^ thing in Nature, and operated fo 
finely, that it could fcarce be felt; yet as there arc 
jio general Maxims but what have fome Exceptions, 
I confefs that Lepidulus now and then fteps beyond 
the Rules of the Community^ and, like a little Wafp 
as he is, leaves his Sting in the Wound he inflifts, 
A certain Lady, who afFeds a mafbuline Senfe and 
iSpirit of Jocularity, gave herfelf the Liberty to raBy 
2 ^^ 
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• the modern Refinement, and in the Ardor of her 

rZeal was tranfported fomewhat beyond the Limits 

of Decorum. Upon this, Lepidulus was fo exafpe- 

rated, that he could not, for the Soul of him, con- 

.tain any longer, but fteps towards her. with a 

nettled Air, looks her full in the Face, and with a 

rebuking Countenance, mixed with FeaX) gave 

Vent to his Spleen. " Ivew, Me'me! it — it — it's 

- ^^ not— rwithout infinite Pains— that yu*re able-r- 

** to make yureffelf lefs am'able,'* 

This cutting Reproof, ]\A and feafonable as it 
was, would hardly have pafTed uhcenfured by the 
Fraternity, had it not been excufed by the high 
Provocation, which occaiioned it* 

The other Day, when the whole Body was affem- 
bled^ they had the Patience to perufe that abomina* 
ble Farce now under my Correftion. ** It is the 
** moft aftonifhing Thing in Nater, cries Tenellufy 
'' that fo low a Perfarmen^e fliould meet wi' fuch 
** pop'ler Applaufe ! — O Lard \ Oh Lard ! as I hope 
** for Mircy, replies Lepidulus^ there's re'Ily now 
^^ nothing at all fupprizing in the Cafe ; for pop*ler 
** Fame is nothing but ^/>; and Air (as you Scho- 
** lars tells us) nat'rally prelTes into — a Vac'uuna. 
« He— hc-^ he— he! 

Though this was a keen Conceit, yet as it refle($ed 
Honour on the Community, it was fo highly relifliedy 
that they had certainly broke out into a loud Laugh- 
ter, \ycre it not that fuch Burjlsoi Mirth are looked 

upoa 
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Upon as tKe Marks of favage Manners, A governed 
Smik, or fo — they judge to be not at all ungraceful. 
Nay, an Half-Laugh^ upon a very extraordinary Oc- 
caiion, is not efteemed a Departure from Decorum. 
But then^ the utmoft Caution imaginable is taken, 
that it proceed no farther. And it is pleafant enough 
to fee the little Difficulties they ftruggle within fup- 
pnefiing the Inclination^ The tickling Senfe of the 
home-felt Conceit, puts the rifiblc Features into 
Motion ; but then it is inftantly checked by the 
quick Impulfe of fine Seniation. The one prompts 
to give full Vent to the rifiog Joy ; the other bids 
—forbear. It is this pretty Altercation, which pro- 
duces that tempered Laughy which plays with fuch z 
Grace on the Countenance of a Pretty Gentleman, 

By what I have already advanced, the Reader may 
probably perceive, that their Language and Diftioil 
has the moft effential Requifiteof Style, and that the 
Sound always echoes to the Smfe. But fince this Part 
of the Chara<3:er has been a Subject of our Mimic's 
Raillery, I ihall produce fuch Inftances, as will in- 
conteftably demonftrate the Truth of my AiTertion^ 

Some Time ago, four or five of thefe elegar^t ^ 

Youths were invited to dine at Lady Betty -'j» 

The firft Difli that was ferved up happened^to be a 
Leg of Lamb and Spinage ; at the Sight of wh^ch 
Fannius inftantly fainted away. 

* ** Oh Lard ! fays Timidubis^ fetch fome Draps.''- 

"Take aw^ the Difli/' cried il/<7///V«&-**Perhapshe 

Vol. L P « has 
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*' has fomc *Tipathy to Lamb." ** No, no, replies 
•* Tenellus^ he has evermore his Hyfterics at this 
** Time of the Year. — Let him alone, for HcVns 
** Sake ! don't croud about*m ; — he'll come to him- 
" felf prefently." — "Fetch a little Pepper-mint- 
water fays CottiluSy it is 
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By this Time Favniusj finding his Spirits return, 
gently lifted up his Head, — and after half a Dozen 
Sighs—" Heigh ! Hoh ! Where am I J—Well— 
«' I protefl — I am quite — afhamed to — to — But»- 
*' do you know, whenever I fee a Leg of Lamb and 
** Spinage, it is fo like — that it puts me in mind of — 
** [Here he hurjl out into a Flood of Tears'] — It puts 
*' me in mind of my dear,— dear Bitch Cbloe — ?fun- 
" ning herfelf upon a Gr^- PA?// Whatadull Cre- 
*' ter was I, replied the Lady, that I could not think 
«'.of this ! But upon my Veracity ! I never heard 

** a Syllable that Ch!oe was . It was fure the 

** moft engaging Company ! And had the fofteft 
<< Coat ! Well it was an infinitely pretty Creter !" 

** Oh dear Me'me ! replied Fannius — Not a Word 
** more, I entreat you. — Your Favor is an Antidote 
" againft all Misfortunes." Upon this he dried up 
his Tears ; the Company fat down again, and all 
was well. I have given this Narrative not only as a 
beautiful Specimen of their Language, but as an ex- 
emplary Inftance of great Humanity of Temper, 

Nor are they lefs excellent in what is commonly 
called the Epiflolary Style^ but more prof erly Mijpvi 
Canverfation : The Reader will be fully convinced 

of 
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of this, if he gives his Attention to the following 
Specimens. 

A CARD. 

*' Lord MoUiculo's Compliments to Sir Roley 7J- 
" nellus — ^hopes did not ketch Cold laft Night when 
" he went from th' Oppera — fliall be proud of his 
** Cumpany at Cards nex Wenfday fennit, — ^to 
^* meet Lady Betty^ and begs will not fail." 

When the Sentiments are committed to Paptrj 
the Di£tion rifes to an higher Pitch, preferving at 
the fame time, a great Degree of the kindred Form. 

Copy of a Letter from Sir Thomajm 
Lepidulus^ to NarciJ/us Shadow, Efq. 
Mi Dere At^, 

TExpe^edyu wud ha* retorted upon that trootal MoH" 
Jiiry who ataVdyu laft Nite at Lady Betty's.— 31r 
certinly had it inyure Pour \-^hut upon matuer lyiibe'^ 
ration J I vew^ I think yu was in the Right to turn it 
effy and treat the Reech wP good Manners. Tufint 
Geniujfes who ^clypfes every body^ certainly for that jR^- 
fon ows every body infinite Civility. Pour Pufs is better 
this Morning-^ Fever pretty much abated. Pray^ mi 
Dere J how is yureCold? I tho*t yu was vqfily boarji 
hft Nite. Better notjiir abroad-^Weather' s extremely 
piercing. I hate this deteftable CUmatey as much as — 
Tu willfupply the reji — 

AdieUy dere NeJ^^ 
Tours infinitely^ 

Pa T. LBPIDWI.VS. 



4i2 THE PRETTY GENTLEMAN. 

Narctffus read this Letter to his Valet ; tnAYm- 
ing talked the Subjeft ovfcr ^itli him, not perhaps 
to borrow any of the Fellow's Sentioiems, but to 
. give Rife to fome in himfelf, wrote the following ' 
Anfwer — 

T Protejl to you^ my d$ar Leppy, / was feverd 
Times upon the Point of breaking out with the 
Sharpnefs of Rebuke, Was there evtr fitth n ftat^eous 
Creter ? To confefs the Truth^ — Ifiud certainly hive 
been fc^vcre npm hiifij but that — it is much trm^ U' 
coming a Gentleman^ not to fay any thing fubje^f to in* 
convenient Interpretations. The Fellow is — what you 
' call fprightly — but has not the leaji TiftSfUre of Deft- 
cacy about him. Pray^ haDe you feen the }few Play? 
IJhe^nt be eafy till I have yure Opim»n% 

My Sufpicions are confirmed. Amoriculus [vjui 
You believe it f) the abominable Man is^ bona fide, 
become a Parmit by bis Criminal Gratifications. 

Adieuy Deery ! Love me as I do Tou — arid mdre-^ 
if Toucan^ 



Tvurs ffr ever^ 



P, S. Half Hour paft s, 
Gomg to Dn(s. 

K N. Shadow. 
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And what now have the Sons of Momus to obje£l 
againft the Style of a Preiiy Gentleman ? Here is 
every Requiiite in Fine Writing : Here is Brevity, 
Softnefs, Propriety, and Eafe. Happily freed from 
the Shacklesof r^Tiwtf^iVig'and r^?wW«g- Rules, the 
Di<Aionjroves and wanders, nowhere, now there; 
and, with a wondrous Facility, glides fo impercep- 
tibly from one Flower to another, that the moft 
ftibtite Penetrator would be at a Lofs to find, where 
This ends, and where That begins. Some Negli- 
gences there are indeed ; but they are fuch as muft 
be allowed the trueft Ornaments of Speech.— Let 
any Man examine the Letters I have here faithfully 
tranfcribed, and tell me whether he does not admire 
the little Careleflheffes which are beautifully inter- 
fperfed in thefe pretty Compofitions, If thefe are 
Faults^ it muft be owned that they are truly charm- 
ing : One cannot but delight in the lovely Errors, 
and fay of this Style what Siuintilian did oiSmecdiy 

Ahmdat Dulcihus Vtiii$, 

It i$ a common Obfervation^, that nothing has 
/polled more Authors than the aiFe£led Imitation of 
another Man's Di(ftion. Every one has fome natu- 
ral BcHt, (omttYiin^ peculiar in his Genius, which if 
he does not follow, he will never be able to fpeak or 
write with any Succefs. The Pretty Gentleman care- 
fully avoids this Error, and follows his natural Ge- 
mu5« He neither writes like Addlfon^ nor talks like 
C— — : but nobly difdains all fervile Imitation. His 
Language is Original : It is his Own : and I defy 

P 3 ^^« 
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the fnarling Critic to produce any thing like it. I 
fpeak only of the Style ; for I will not deny, that 
fbmetimes he will condefcend xojieal an Hint from 
another, as may be feen in the Specimens I have 
given. But howdoes hey?^tf/it ? No otherwife than 
like thofe, who (as Garth fays of Dryden) fteal Beg- 
gars Children, only to cloath them the better. 

Another Objectof this Mimic's Raillery is, that 
fweet Placability of Temper, which obliges a re- 
fined Gentleman to put up even repeated Injuries 
and Affronts, rather than avenge them by the ufual 
Method of demanding SatisfacElion. 

I am not apprehenflve that this Part of his Cha- 
ra£^er is lefs defenfible than the reft. I could pro- 
duce fome tolerable Afguipents againft Puellings 
drawn from pertain Principles, which were once 
looked upon to be the Rules of Human Condu£l. I 
could eafily prove, that the fingle Combat is de- 
rived from Gothic Manners, and is abfolutely incon* 
fiftent with the Character of a Gentleman. But 
fuch Reafonings as thefe are neither fo well adapt* 
ed to the Times, nor fo pertinent to the Caufe I 
have undertaken. Waving then this kind of De- 
fence, upon this Angle Argument I lay my whole 
Strefs— "The Pretty Gent/man will not fight,— 
** becaufe — He is not able.'* 

And can any Man produce a better Reafon for not 
doing a Thing, than to make it manifeft— -that he 
cannot f 

Behold 
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Behold that tender Frame ! Thofe trembling 
Knees ! Thofe feeble Joints I Obferve that fine 
Complexion 1 Examine that fmooth, that Velvety 
Skin I View that Pallor which fpreads itfelf over his 
Countenance ! Hark^ with what a feminine Softnefs 
his Accents fteal their Way through his half-opened 
Lips ! Feel that foft Palm ! Thofe flender Fingers, 
accuftomed only to handle Silks and Ribbons, the 
eafy- piercing Needle, or foft- gliding Shuttle ; but 
4inpra£lifedin the rough Exercifesof Warlike Wea- 
pons ! Mark all thefe, and a Thoufand other gentle 
Imbecillkies, and then tell me, impartial Reader, 

whether fuch a Being is formed for Battle ? ^You 

cannot think it : You will not fay it, I will there- 
fore venture to affirm, that He is fo far from deferv- 
ing Contempt and Ridicule, when he declines the 
Combat, that he merits our Efteem and Applaufe. 
He therefore who is fo bafe as to affront, or fend a 
Challenge to fuch a Perfon, is an arrant Coward. 
For would a Man of Honour draw his Sword upon 
a Lady ? And to fay the Truth, T^he Pretty Gentle^ 
man is certainly formed in a diflPe^ent Mould from 
that of Common Men, and tempered with a purer 
Flame. The whole Syftem is of a finer Turn, and 
fuperior Accuracy of Fabric, infomuch that it looks 
as if Nature had been \n doubt, tp wjiich Sea^ (he 
ihould affign Hinu ■ - 

Now this Contextt^re of his Organs, ajnd the 
Tone of his Spirits approaching fo very near That of 
jthe Fair J has rendered Him liable to die fan^e gentle 

P 4 Impreffions, 



2i5 th£ pretty gentleman. 

Impreffions, and Alarms of Fear. Does Calia (et 
up a Scream at the Apprchenfion of the leaft Dan- 
ger ? Delicatulus is as eafily intimidated, and fcreams 
i;rith as pretty an Accent. Do the Weaknefs of 
Lady Betifs Nerves fubjcahcrto Fits and Swoon-, 
ihgs f iTenelltts likewife has his ttyfteric3, and diesr 
iway with as foft a Grace. It is to attain thefe and 
fiich like Accomplilhments, tha^ they make frequent 
Vilits to the Ladies ; though fome flanderous Perfons 
"Would make us believe, that they havtf another Mo* 
tive, and intimate I know not what, tiiious Defigns, 
that are too indecent even to be mentioned. But I 
can affure the World, there is not the leaft Founda- 
tion for the bafe Suggeftion. This Attendance, I 
-know, takes its Rife from Caufes, with which the 
Appetite {otThat Sex has no Manner of Odtinexfoii. 
So pure are their Morals ! So inviolable their Mo- 
defty ! Amazing Continence ! ArA yet) our Wwl- 
deJ" is leffened. When we cdnfidef what Methods 
they purfue to fence againft the AUui'^ments of P^- 
male Chatms. They are certainly the m(>^ fobcr 
and ternperate Beings that ever exifted. It is an in- 
violable Maxim with them, to rbfrain fr6m every 
Indulgence, which is apt to irritate the Blood, aftd 
fexcite the Pruriency of Defire. 

Old EngHJh Roaft-^Beef is, indeed, pr6{»«rly adapt* 
td to Old Englijh Manners ; fince, as z& Phyficiafns 
obferve, the Quality of our food communicates it- 
ftlf to the Mrnd. Therefore at the Table of a 
Pntiy Gentleman^ you never fee the Flelh of a full- 
grown Animal. Chickens of a Week old. Veal 

Sweet- 
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Sweet-breads, or a Leg of Lamb, and now and then 
Pi'ors-petitoes, are their higheft Indulgence. But the 
ufual Food is Cheefe-cakes, White-pot, Tanzeys, 
and Flommery. And can it be thought that this 
abftemious Reftriftion is a proper SubjeiS: of Rail- 
lery, when a certain celebrated Writer, amidft the 
Praifes he beftows on his noble Patron, mentions 
this as his finifhing Excellence ; ** That he lived 
** upon Panada and Water-gruel [r]." I mention 
this, becaufe it is the Obfervation of one who never 
{hewed any Favour to Modern Elegance. 

As to Wine, it is abfolutely their Avcrfion. And 
indeed, fo Delicate is their Frame, that even the 
Moderate Indulgences of thq Fair would ill-agree 
with thefe more tender Males, ** The Ftfyf Glafs, 
^^faid a Pretty French Author^ I may drink for my- 
^* felf ; a Second fox my Friend j but if a Thirds it is 
*< for my Enemy." Our Youths feldom go fo far as 
a Second 5 and whenever That happens, *tis fare to 
be followed with bitter Reflexions. " What do 
« you think ?"(raid Umbratilis to Lord Molly). " I 
** was the moft abominable Rake laft Night ! Do 
« you know ? I drank Two Glaffcs of Claret after 
*• my Flommery." 

** Oh fie ! you naughty Child ! what a Paw 
** Trick was that ! as I hope for Mercy, you de- 
** ferve to be foundly Wh— t, fo you do." 

Two Glaffes only ! No more ! And yet merited 
fuch a rigorous Animadverfion. 3ut, perhaps, even 

£c] MiddUtQiCi Life of Qictro* Dedication. 

that 
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that fmall Quantity might be too much for the In- 
fantine Conftitution ; to whiqh Nature points out 
a more fuitable Liquor, of a Soft and Delicious 
Kind, emulged from the falutiferous Cow, or the 
thin Juices of the Gentle Afi*^ the Temperament of 
vrhofe Fluids is produ<^ive of a correfpondent Tem- 
perament in the Perfon, who accuftoms himfelf to 
thefe affimilating Draughts. 

I have already detained the Reader fo long, that I 
(hall not trefpafs upon his Patience, by giving a De- 
tail of the numerous Artifices which are exhibited 
in the important Hours that are employed in decorat- 
ing their Perfons. Were you to behold Narcijjfus at 
his Toilet, how would you be charmed with the 
Order and Difpofition ! Did you view this lovely 
Youth whilfl he takes his exterior Form into a moft 
exa£l Adjuftment, you muft (land amazed at all the 
Pretty Wonders of his Art. What Pains ! What 
Care ! What Study ! What Addrefs ! To arch that 
Eye-brow ! To foften that Hand/^and to Curl thofe 
lovely Locks ! Whilft all the Graces attend as invi- 
fible Handmaids, to finifli the Work of Elegance. 
And when the bufy Scene is over, and he is deco- 
rated in every minute Circumftance with the moft 
Perfedt Concinnity ; behold, with what 9 foft Air 
and fwcet Complacency he prefents himfelf to View, 
and like Horace^ s Barine coming from her Toilet, 



enitefcit 



Pklcbrior mui/o, Juvenumque /r^i^/ 
PuhUca eura. 

Thus 
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Thus have I prefentcd to the Reader's View, an 
Enumeration of the fe veral Qua) i t ies which conftitutc 

A Pretty Gentleman-. 

From whence it is eafy to coUeft the true Notion 
of Genuine Elegance ; which, without ary Apprc- 
hcnfion of being difproved, I do not hefitate to de- 
fine thus — 

** Elegance is the Abfence or Debilitation of Maf-- 
<f culine Strength and Vigor,-Or rather. The Happy 
<' Metamorphofis,-Or, The Gentleman turned La- 
« dy ; that is. Female Softnefs adopted into the 
*« Breaft of a Maky difcovering itfelf by outward 
'< Signs and Tokens in Feminine Expreffions, Ac- 
♦♦ cent. Voice, Air, Gefture, and Looks. Or, as the 
** French more clearly define it, Jje neffai quoi.** 

And now I appeal to the Judgment of the Im- 
partial, whether This be a Charaaer, which de- 
ferves that Contempt and Ridicule fome rude and 
undifciplined Spirits hav6 endeavoured to throw 
upon it ? It is impoflible that any ferious Perfon 
can entertain fuch a Thought. 

I call therefore upon the Wifdom of the Nation : 
I call upon the L— ds, K— ts, and B — s, now af- 

fembled in P ^t, to interpofe in this important 

Caufe, this truly National Concern. 

The Qucftion is. Whether we (hall become more 
than Meuy that is. Pretty Gentleman 5 or worfe than 

Brutes, 
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Brutes, i.e. Mafculine, Robufl^ Creatures with un- 
foftcncd Manners The latter will infallibly be the 
Cafe, if an efFeflual Stop be not put to that licenti- 
ous Raillery, which would laugh out of Counten- 
ance the generous Endeavours of a Race of virtuous 
Youths, to polilh our Afperity, mollify us into gentle 
Obfequioufnefs, and give us a true Reliih of all the 
dulcet Elegancies of Life ? I will fpeak without Re- 
ferve : Should not the Theatres be abfelutely demolijh- 
^^/? We have already in vain tried the lenient Mea- 
furcs of Reftriftion. Why then fhould we not now . 
have Recourfe to the laft Remedy, and cut down 
the Tree, which, after all our Pruning and CiJture, 
ftill continues to i^xoiwct poifomus Fruit ? 

The indulgent Reader, I dare fay, will approve 
the Method I prcfcribe. But perhaps io many Dif- 
ficulties may arife to his Imagination, that he will 
conclude it imprafticable. 

Difficulties there are, no doubt j but Om there 
IS, which, if H€ can furmount, I myfelf wiU Uiickr- 
take to remove all the reft. 

Here lies the grand Impediment ! How can we 
cxpedl the Favourof the Z^tfrTj^i/, or the ProtedUon 
of the Statiy to cherifli and fupport Tlus Refimment^ 
when its moft mveterate Enemy is the veryMan^ who 
has always been the Standard of Tqfit with the for- 
mer 5 and is now raifed to a Poft, which gives him 
•fuch an unhappy Influence in the latter ? Unhappy 
indeed for the Sons of Elegance \ For what can the 
moft Sanguine expeft from one, who has made it the 

Bufinels 
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Buflnefs of his Life, to bring into Repute the falfe 
Refinements of ancient Greece and Rome ? Will a 
Perfonof his Mafcultne Talents become the Patron 
of foft and dulcified Elegance ? Will He give up^ 
that Attic JVity which has gained him fuch high Ap- 
plaufe, and made him the Delight of a mif-judging 
World, to cultivate Qualities, in which he is not 
formed to excel ? 

What then remains, but that the Sons of Elegance 
wait with Patience (for they are too gentle to ufe any 
violent Methods) till the kind Fates (hall remove 
this implacable Adverfary out of the World. And 
then, my foreboding Heart aflures me, true Polite- 
nefs will thrive and profper, and fpread her fweet 
mollifying Influences over the Land, till nothing 
fliall be heard of or feen, but Softnefs and Complai- 
fance, Prettinefs and Elegance, Infantine Prattle, 
Lullaby Converfation, and gentle Love ; and every 
well-educated Male amongfl us ihall become 

Mollis ^ parum Fir ; 

that isy 

A Pretty Gentleman. 
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POLITE PHILOSOPHER: 

O R, 

An Essay on that Art which makes a Man 
happy in himfelfy and agreeable to others. 

Hi fwho intends t* admfi the young and gay ^ 
Muft quit the common Road -^-^ the formal Way, 
Which bum- drum Pedants take to make Folks *wife^ 
By fraifing Virtue^ and decrying Vice,, * 

Let Parfons telliubat dreadful Ills ijoillfall 
Onfucb as lift en luhen^ their PaJJions call: 
Wefromfuch Things our Pupils to affright. 
Say not tbefre Sins, hut that they re unpollte. 
^0 fhenu their Couragey Beaas luou'^d often dare^ 
' By hlackeft Crimes, to hra*ve ©A/ Lucifer : 
But <Viho, of Breeding nice, of Carriage cimil^ 
Would trefpafs on good Manners for the Devil i 
Or, merely to difplay his Want of Fear ^ 
Be damned hereafcer, to be laughed at here ? 

Firft Printed in thd Year 1734. 
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SECOND EDITION. 



>A 1 *» 



TH E PoLiTB Philosopher was pirnt- 
ed originally at EUniutgb^ and Part 
t>f the Edition fent up to London. Tl^ieNovel* 
ty of the Title, and, to fay Truth, of the Per- 
formance itfelf (for it h written in a Manner 
never before made ufe of in bur Language) 
recommended it to fonle^ and prejudiced it in 
the Opinion of others } but Time^ which ia 
the Touchftone of fuch Produdtions^ did Ju- 
ftice to this Work, and at lafl: procured it aa 
Efteem, not only here» butabroad# This» 
together with my great Efteem for its inge- 
nious Author, who i» now in Itafyt and who 
is allowed, by all who kiiow him^ to be truly 
a Polite Phicosopher, occafioned my fend- 
ing this Second Edition into the World. 

The Intent of^ the Author (for I very well 

knew his Intent) was, to make Men a(hamed 

yx^u L Q of 
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of their Vices, by Ihewing them how ridicu- 
Um A»f were madehy thetn^ andiiav im% 
pcffible it was for a bad Man to be polite. It 
nia| te, gn^ver Qpoks; have been writte;^ on 
thiSSubjeft, but few more to the^Point; its 
Author being ec}u^lly ikilled in Books and in 
Men» in the dead Languages and the liv- 
ing : Hi prefifni^ therefore, that hi^ Ob&rvati^ 
ens will bie generalTy found true, and his Max- 
' ims juft. 

At fi#ft fight, it may feem that this Book 

h calculated only for a few ; but I beg leave 

to ebferve, that ii^ Truth there are but few 

to whom it may not be ufeful. As every 

)Man in his Station ought to be honeft, fo 

-every Man in his Behaviour may be polite ; 

^oay, he ought to be fo, becauie he wii} be 

ihre te find his Account in it ; fince it is a 

-'QuaKty eafier cKTcerned, and of con&quence 

».fi)0fter rewarded, than the former. Wcmuft 

' know and converfe with a Man to be conyin- 

^ ced of bia Probity ; whereas we perceive, at 

" firft fight, whether he has good Manners ; hy 

this we are prejudiced in his Favour : And 

who then woukl not ftrive to learn an Art ftt 

once fo cafy, and fo extenfive in its U& i 

But 
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fiut^ if it be beneficial to all, it is peculi- 
arly neceffary to Toutb. It is at once a Re- 
medy foi* Bafhfulnefs, and a Prefervativd 
againft the contrary Vice, A polite Perfort 
ftapds in the Middle between a fheepiih Mo- 
defty^ and a diftaileful Boldnefs. It is the 
Habit which adds the laft Foliih to Educa^ 
tion, brightens the Man of Letters, and 
fpreads a Glofs over that Sort of Learnings 
which would otherwife appear pedantic. The 
polite Man may not only undetftand Latin 
and Greeks but may alio introduce them into 
Difcourfe, provided it be before proper Com- 
pany, and on a proper Occafion. The un- 
polilhed Scholar lugs them in whenever they 
occur ; quotes Ovid to his Miftrcfs, and re- 
peats a Faflage from Pofy^enus to a Captain of 
the Guards. To our Youth therefore I beg 
leave to recommend this concife Manual, 
ivhich will coft them but litde Time to rcad^ 
and no great Pains to pra£tife. 
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^ F^ wmurm tafmra tpifitp^ Vi&c. 



Tl^HEN Vice the Shelter of a MalkdifilainM^ 
When Folly triumph'dv afid a Ncra rdgnVl 
Piiromus nfe^ hlbfnc^ jet fcl^tty 
And (hev'd the gkuingMop^er full in Sight s 
To public Mirth expos'd th' Imperial Beafl^ 
And made his waaton Court the comnon Jeft* 

In your corra&r Page his Wit we (ee, C 
And all die Rman Lives leftor'd in thee : 
So is the Piece porportion'd to our Times } 
For ev'iy Age diverfifies its Crimes $ 
And Vice, with Pr§teus Art, in one conceals 
What in the next more boldly itreveals ; 
In different Shapes drives on thelalhing Trade, 
And makes the World pne changing MafqueradOk! 

ThegripingWretch,whofe Avarice robs theTown^ 
To gainhis Point, a holy Look puti on ; 
To Earth dire£b his Hands, to Heav'n his Eyes, 
And, with a Shew of Grace9 defiauds and lyes. 

Q3 Th' 
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TVJ ^^u\^^^^ (^^yjrt'ti^r^ but fordifF'rent End$, 
With ieeming Zeal the Public Good defends,' ^ 
Th' Enthufiaft ^binl^tohim the Standard giv-i^ 
Of Truth difintj the Mitftef-key 6f HpaV'nL 
The Pettifogger fee*d, fuppprts thp Caufe, 
^owe-er unjuft, and wreiti the iojur'd Laws. 
To Courage, Bullies } Fops to Wit pretend j 
AA)4^Gia^ grdftiCiitetbr ^klnepf (^im/» 
Yet tho' Men want but Eyes to fee the^ Ch^ft, 
Th^cbdofe to wink, and help thejr own Deceit^ 
The Hierd of Roofs' refign themfeive^ a Prey ^ - 
WJ^^b evei^ Eoiaye purfues his private Way. 

'^he Qutfibcm^ FoP^€jit$^ i&ibittftthing |i«nl i" * 
How ^all the wifetb€i9ci% Spem regard I 
Whila ^tii 6uffelVe^^ cm we unmorM fbac^by f 
Pain'd ^fle wt^iMl^ ? &i gmMeft ikall we c^y I 
Humaiiky tfir Orkf iMouM give dK Ruk I 
JBut ftrpnger Reafpii (ides with Ridicule. 

O ! that thy WWA^^ inftraaivte^ b4it rt£aMy 
The ple^nrg Iitiag|«^V]f y<0«r eafy Mrio4 
(Which, like the i^fs^vmu^tl^m^n Art| 
Is one'Jklr wholes cttn^letein every! P»t) 
May cure fhe Ir^^^ei* I*eJfi«» of the Age^. . 
Cool :^i|pt. Ztaf, ahd fi^ii P«rty So^ei 
Expo{eSt-haft«f^ PMant^ o^ttrcbiiitt^ . 
Stcik^Affi^^tion de^d,^ and Scandal dumb \ 
keftore free Converfe to it^ Mti^e Llghf , 
And^f^ti M^kijfij^ Whh £afe to grow^ poitew 
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Then round thy Brow the Myrtle Garland twine^ 
The grateful Recompence of Toils like thine : 
Secure in all you write or do, to pleafe $ 
Join Wit with Senfe, with Underftanding, Eafe. 
Already here your juft Applaufes rife. 
And the Bdles read you with tianfported £yes« 
Some in the fweeteft Notes repeat thy Lays ; 
Others harmonious, fpeak the Author's Praife t 
All to approve, with equal Zeal confpire ; 
%Vhat more can Fortune give ? --or you defire ? 

As Parisj loft in paffionate Surprife, 
To Love's refiftlels Queen affignM the Prize : 
So while you Beauty treat with fuch Regard, 
The lovely Thence ihall be your beft Reward ; 
Vtnus ihall from the Shepherd's Debt be free ; 
And, by the fav'rite Fair, repay the Debt to thee* 
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POLITE PHILOSOPHER 



E T H O D re€|uires, that^ in my Etvl 
tranoooixthis Work^ I ihoulcl explain 
the Nature of that Science to which I 
ihave given the Name of Powte Philosophy : 
'^And though I am not apt to write methodically, yet 
I think it becomes me, on this Occaiton, to (hew 
' that my Title is fome what i propose 

Folks who are ikilled in Greeks tell us, that Phlb^ 

fiphj means ho mbre than the Loveaf- Wifdom \ and 

I, by the Adjundion of polite^ would be underftoqd 

to mean that Sort of Wifdom, which teaches Men 

. to be at Peace in thexhfelves, and neither by their 

' Words nor Befaavm|r lflr4M|ife ^^ Peace of others. 

Academical Critics may, perhaps, exped that I 
Ihould at leaft quote fome Greek Sage or other, as 
die Patron of that kind of Knowledge, which I am 
about to reftore ; and as I pique myfelf on obliging 
every Man in his Way, I {hall put them in mind of 
•one Aristippus, who was Profeffor of Polite Pbi-^ 
hfapbj at Syracufi^ in the Days of the famous ICing 
i>i9^lfius^ in whbfe Favour he ftood higher than even 

PlM 
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Plato himfelf* Should the/ go farther, and demand 
ain AGCOiMit of his Tenets ; I muft tttm them over 
fo Horace^ who has comprifed them all in one Line*! 

Ommt Ariftippum decmi ohr, eijlattu, ft ns* 
«« Secure his Soul prefcrv'd a conftant Frame, 
' ^ Through cv'ry varyinf Scene of Life tl^e iame«'* ,. 

In the Court of the King of Sicily^ this wife Man 
enjoyed all the Delights that would have fatisiied a 
fenfuai Mind ; but it iTafc the Ufe of: mh wMrh 
(hewed hitii a ttut- Philofipher. ifa was tei^iptfsAe 
in them, while he pofiefled them f dnd eafjr wUholit 
them, wheii they were no longer in his Power* Hi 
a Word, he hid thelnttgilty eS Dieg€k»i witfaaAt 
his ChurliQinefs ^ anil a% hk WiOam w^s xAM m 
himfelf, fo it rendered him agretabfe tatheirefttf 
the World. 



. ■- . \ 



jtrijfippus had many PUpits ; bfftv fcr:dsrr^t|% 
Succetiioli in his School ^ it hitfmih.te not been li-r 
corded by theGr«?i'Writfe>s, c^jtttle&fll, by any of 
them that catpe to my hand. ' Among tltkHmkam^ 

"indeed, this Kind 6f IS:ib#Il^g;Br u<aiiiadie'higllift 
Efteem ; and that at the Time when the Reputation 
of the Comfoon wealth /W)ls atM ^fcttd H^ght. 
Scifso was lefs diftingUHhe J by'«^aii*«li'll§ifc-. 
quired from foreign Ct)6qiiftft*,- thin! bfttfe-JtlJWc 
Garland he wore as a ^rofeflbr iir <h5> Aft* The 

\fsmilhr Letters of Cicero ate (6 niiihhfflbrt Lieaifea 
in our Science, arid the Lifdor«M^^X,Jlf^ 
a Pxaxis only on PslUi Pbthjif^y] ' : ' . \ : 

V I woul4 
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I would not be fufpe&ed to mendon ttiefe grelt 
Names with an Intent to difplay my Learning; faif 
be it from me to write a Satyr on the Age : AH I 
aim at it^ to convince the bejaux efprits of our Times^ 
that what I teach they may receive without Difpa- 
fagement» fince they tread thereby in the fame Road 
with the greateft Heroes of Antiquity $ and^ In thai 
Way at leaft, emulate the Charaders of Memand^ 
^iCafari Or, if diofeold fafliioned Ctimmandert 
excite not their Ambition^ I will venture to affiirt 
{beni^ that, in this Track only, they will be able 
1:0 approach the immortal Prince Eugenie ; \fho^ 
glbriou^ from his Courage, and amiable from hft 
Clemency, is yet Ifefs dlftlrtgUilhed by his Ra^^ 
j^aa hy i^xsPoliifn^f* 

After naming Prince Eugene, it would debafe mjr 
Sub}e£t to add another Example. I fhall proceed 
'therefo|-e to take Notice of fuch Qualities of the 
Jdind as are requiiite for my Pupils to have, |)revi6tl$ 
fo the Receipt of tbefe Inftru6lions. 

But as Vanity is one of the greateft Imp^dirnidhts 

In the Road of a Polite Philofopher ; and as he who 

takes upon him to be a Preceptor, ought, at leaft, 

not to give an ill ExsTmpId to his Scholars ; it will 

Bot be improper for me to declare, that, in com- 

pofing this Piece, I had in my Eye that Precept of 

^Seneca J Hac gUis die, ut dum diets, audias ^ ipfe 

fcribe, ut dum fcripferis, kgas. Which, for -the 

Sa]|pe of the Ladies^ I (hall tranflate into Englijh j 

and 
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:md into Verfe, that I may gratify my own Propen-» 
ilt^ to rhyming : 

Speakmg to Othrs, vohsUyw £3ati imr % 
Jbulbamjourfe^^ nMk Hacbingyou ^ftar^ 

Thus you fee me fiript of the ill-obeyed Author!^ 
ty of a Pedagogue % and are, for the future, to con* 
^er me only as a School-fellow playing the Ms^fter, 
that we may the better conquer the Difllcnlties of 
ouc Tliik» 

To proceed then in the Charafler, which, for my 
pwn Sake, as well as yours, I (lave put on^ let me 
remind you> in the firifl Place, 

That Rtajoriy however antique you may think it, 
is a thing abfolutely neceflfary in the Compofition of 
him who endeavours at acquiring 2Lphilofophical Pa." 
TtUnefi 5 and let us receive it as a Maxim, That, 
without Reafon^ there is no being zfim Gentleman. 

However, to foftcn, at the fame Time that we 
yield to this Conftraint, I tell my blooming Audi- 
ence with Pleafure, that Reafon^ like a Fop s Un- 
der waiftcoat, may be wore out of fight j and, pro- 
vided it be but worn at all, I (hall not quarrel with 
them, though Vivacity, like a laced Shirt, be put 
over it to conceal it ; for, to purfue the Compari- 
fon, our Minds fuffer no lefs from Indifcretion, 
than our Bodies from the Injuries of Weather* 

Next 
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JJext to this, another out-of-the-way Qualifica- 
tion muft be acquired ; and that is, Calmnefs. Let 
not the Smarts of the Univerfity, the Sparks of the 
Side-boxes,orthe genteel Flatterers of the Drawing- 
room, imagine, that I will deprive them of thofe 
elevated Enjoyments, drinking Tea with a Toaft, 
gallanting a Fan, or roving, like a Butterfly, through 
a Parterre of Beauties. No ; I am far from being 
the Author of fucb fevere Inftitutions ; but am, on 
the C9ntrary, willing to indulge them in their Plea- 
fures, as long as they preferve their Senfes. By 
which I would be underftood to mean, while they 
a& in Chara6ler, and fuiFer not a fond Inclination^ 
an afpiring Vanity, or a giddy Freedom, to tranfport 
theminto the d^ing any thing, which may forfeit pre- 
ient Advantages, or entail upon them future Pain. 

I (hall have frequent Occaflon, in the following 
Pages, to fliew from Examples, of what mighty 
Ufe RiafoHj and an undifturbed Temper y are to Men 
of great Commerce in the World ; and therefore 
fliall infift no farther on them here. 

The laft Difpofition of the Soul, which I (hsJl 
' mention, as neceflary to him who would become a. 
Proficient in this Science, is Good-nature i a Quality, 
which, as Mr. Dryden faid in a Dedication to one of 
the beft-natured Men of his Time, deferves the 
higheft fcfteem, though, from an unaccountable De- 
pravity both of Tafte and Morals, it meets with the 
leaft. For, can there be any thing more amiable in 

human 



a3S THE POLITE PHILOSOPHER. 

human Nature, than to think, to fpeak, and to do 
whatever Good lies in our Power unto all ? No Man 
who looks upon the Sun, and who feels that Chear- 
fulnefs which his Beams infpire, but would rather 
wi{h himfelf like To gloribus a Being, than to refem- 
blc the Tiger, however formidable for its Fiercenefs, 
or the Serpent, hated for his hil&ng, and dreaded 
for his Sting. Good-nature may, indeed, be made 
almoft as difFufive as Day-light ; but (hort are the 
Ravages of the Tiger, innocent the Bite of a Ser- 
pent, to the Vengeance of a cankered Heart, ©r the 
Malice of an envenomed Tongue. To this let me 
add another Argument in Favour of this Benevolence 
of Soul ; and farther Ferfuafions will, I flatter my- 
felf, be unneceflary. Good-nature adoi:ps every Per* 
feiSlion a Man is Mafter of, and throws a Veil over 
every Blemi(h, which would otherwife appear. In a 
Word, like a fkillful Painter, it places his Virtues in 
Jthe faireft Light, and cafts all his Foibles into Shade. 

Thus, in a few Words, Senfty Moderation^ and 
^^weeinefsy are eflential to a Polite Fhilofopher, And 
if you think you cannot acquire thefe, even lay my 
Bookafide. But before you do that, indulge me yet 

.a Moment longer. Nature denies the firft to few > 
the fecond is in every Man's Power j and no Man 
need be without the laft, who either values general 

. Efteem, or is not indifferent to public Hate. For, 
to fay Truth, what is neceffary to make an honcft 

.Man, properly applied, would make a polite one : 

And as alipoft every one would tJ^ke it amifs, if ^c 

^ (hpulfi deny him the firft Appellation y fa you may 

perceive 
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psreeivo fi?om ib^nce how ftw there sure, who, but 
from their own Indifcl-ction, may dcferve the fecond. 
It is. want of Attention,^ not Capacity, which leaves 
US fo many Brutes ; and, I flatter myfeli; there will 
he fewer of this Species, if any of them can be pre- 
vailed on to read this, A Defcription of their Faults 
is, to fuch, the fitted Lcfture j for few Monftcrs 
there are who can view themfelves in a Glafs. 

Our FolUts, nub§n SffUefd^ i(wfel<yes Affright | 

/V<n; art Jh had, to bear the odious Sight, 

Mankind^ in Herds^ thro" Force if Cuftomf ftray^ 

MiJUad each other into Error^s Wcy \ 

' Purfue the Road^ forgetful of the End, 

Sin hy Mifiake^ and^ *without Though/^ offend^ 

' My Readers, who have, perhaps, been, many of 
them, acGuftomed to think Politenefs rather an orna-r 
'mental Accomplifliment, than a Thing neceflaryto 
be acquired in order to an eafy and happy Life, may, 
'from thence, pay lefs Attention than my Inftru£li- 
•ons require, unlefs I can convince them they are in 
the wrong. In order to which, I muft put them in 
mind, that the Tranquillity, and even Felicity of 
our Days, depends as ftrongly on fmall things, as 
on greaL; of which Men may be eafily convinced, 
if Aey but refleft how great Uncaflnefe they have 
expefienced from crofs Accidents, although they 
related but to Trifles ; and at the fame time remem- 
ber, that Diiquiet is, of all others, th^ greateft 
Evil, let it arifefrom what it will. 

Now, in the Concerns of Life, as in thofe of For- 
tune, Numl^ers are brought into what are called bad 

Circum'ftances 
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Circumftances from fmall Ncgleft^ rather than Frbni' 
ahy great Errors in material Affairs. People are to9 
apt to think lightly of Shillings and Pence, forget- 
ting that they areconftituent Parts of Pounds ; iin-* 
tn the Deficiency in the greater Article ihew them 
their Miftake, and convince them, by fatal Experi** 
dice, of a Truth, which they might hare learned 
from a little Attention, viz. that great Sums art 
made upof (malL 

ExaAIy parallel to this, is that wrong Kotion^ 
which many have, that nothing more is, due from 
them to their Neighbours, than what refults from a 
Piincipfe of Honefty ; yrhich commands us tbpay 
our Debts', and forbids us to do Injuries : Whereas 
a thoufand little Civilities, Complacencies, and En«- 
^eavours to give others Pleafure, are requifite to 
l:eep up the Relifh of Life, and procure us that 
AfFedion and Efteem, which every Man, who has 
a Senfe of it, muft defire. And in the right timing, 
and difcreet Management of thcfe Pun<£tilios, conr' 
lifts the EiTence of what we call PoUtnufs*, 

llonv mtmy Intntt ihtgenertd Rules §f Art, 
IVhicbf unto Tablets, human Form impart f 
Ho*iv many can depiS tl?e rifing Br&Wp 
^he Nofe^ the Mouth, and ev*fy Fgaiunjbiw t 
Can ih their Colours imitate tbeSkini 
And, by the Force of Fire, tan foe them in f 
Tet, fuhen *tis done^ trnpUafing to the Sight ; 
Ito' tike the Piaure^ flrikes not nuith Delight : 
, ■ *fij Zink alone gives the enamePd Faci 
A foiiJhU Siueetne/s, andagl^ GfUcti 

1 Examples 
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Examples have, generally fpeaking, greater Force 
than Precepts 5 1 will therefore delineate the Cha* 
racers of Hohorius and Garcia^ two Gentlemen of 
my Acquaintance, whofe Humours I have perfedly 
confidered, and fhall reprefent them without the 
Icaft Exaggeration, 

V 

I 

Honorius is a Perfon equally diftinguiihed by his 
Birth and Fortune. He has naturally good Senfe ^ 
and that too hath been improved by a regular Edu- 
cation. His Wit is lively, and his Morals without a 
Stain. — Is not this an amiable Chara£i:er ? Yet /fo- 
norius is not beloved. He has, fome way or other, 
contra£ted a Notion, that it is beneath a Man of 
Honour to fall below the Height of Truth in any 
Degree, or on any Occafion whatfoever. From 
this Principle, he fpeaks bluntly what he thinks, 
without regarding the Company who are by. Some 
Weeks ago, he read a Le6lure on female Hypocrify 
before a married Couple, though the Lady was much 
fufpe£ted on that Head, Two Hours after, be fell 
into a warm Declamation againft Simony and Prieft^ 
craft, before two Dignitaries of the Church : And^ 
from a continued Coutfe of this Sort of Behaviour, 
hath rendered himfelf dreaded as a Monitor, inftead 
of being efteemed as a Friend. 

Garcia^ on the contrary, came into the World 

under the greateft Difadvantages. His Birth was 

mean, and his Fortune not to be mentioned i yet, 

though he is fcarce forty, he has acquired a handfome 

Vol. I. R Eftatc 
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Eftate in the Country, and lives oh it with more- 
Reputation than moft of his Neighbours, While a* 
Servitor at the Univerfity, he, by his AiEduitics, 
recommended himfelf to a Noble Lord^ and thereby 
procured a Place of Fifty Pounds « Yiear in a public 
Office. His Behaviour there made bin as many 
Friends as there were Perfons belonging to that 
Board. His &eadtne/s in doing Favours gained hint 
th,e Hearts of his Inferiors ^ his Deference for thofe in 
the higheft Character in the Office, procured him 
their Good-will ; and the Complacency he exprefiiid 
towards his Equals, and thofe immediately above 
hiqfi, made them efpoufe his lotexeft with almoft as 
much Warmth as they did their own. By this Afa- 
nagement, in ten Year's Time, he rofe to thePof- 
feijon of an Office, which brought him in a thoufand 
Pound? a Year Salary, and near double as much in 
Perquifites. Affluence hath m?de no Alteration in 
his Manners, The (im^ Eafmefs of Difpofition at- 
tends him in that Fortune to which it has raifed him; 
and be is at this Day th^ Delight of all who knoir 
him, from an Art be has of perfuading them, that 
their Pleasures and their Interests are equally dear 
to him with his own. Who, if it were in hi* 
Power, would refufe what Honorim pofieiles ? and 
who would not wifh that Pofieffion accopDnpaaied 
with Garcia*s Difpofition ? 

I Hatter myfelf, that, by this Time, moft of my 

Readers have acquired a tolerable Idea of P^littntfiy 

Mid a juft Notion of its Ufe, in our Paffagc through 

Life. I muft, however, camion them of one thing, 

• 5 that. 
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that, under Pretence of Polittnefs^ they fall neither 
into a Contempt or Careleflhefs of Science. ^ 

A Man may have much Learning without being 
a Pedant ; nay, it is neceiTary that he (hould have a 
confiderable Stock of Knowledge before he can be 
peilite. The Glofs is never given till the Work is 
finilhed ; without it the beft-wrought Piece looks 
clumfy ; but Varnifli over a rough Board, is a pre- 
pofterous Daub. In a Word, that Rule of Horace^ 
Mifcere utile duki^ fo often quoted, can n6ver be 
better applied than in the prefent Cafe, where neither 
of the Qualities can fubfifl: without the other. 

With Drefi^ fir gnee, the Rule of Life ^iU place ; 
Cletb is fhuH Senfe^ and pelifii'd Breedings Lace* 
Men tnay in Both miftake the true Difign : 
Fools oft are tawdry^ ivhen ibey *wouli he fine* 
An equal Mixture y both of life and Show, 
From giddy Fofs^ points out tF accowpUJb^d Bean, 

Having now gone through the pnecognita of Polite 
Philofophyj it is requifite we Ihould defcend with 
greater Particularity into its feveral Branches. 

For though Exaflnefs would not be of a Piece, 
either with the Nature or Intereft of this Woi^k ; 
yet fome Order is abfolutely neceflary, becaufe no-- 
thing is more unpolite than to be obfcure. Some 
Philofbphers have, indeed, prided themfelves in a 
myfferious way of fpeaking ; wrapping their Maxims 
in fo tough a Coat, that the Kernel, when founds 
feldom attOAcd for the Pains of the Finder. 

Ra Th^ 
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The Polite Sage thinks in quite a differomt Way,- 
Perfpicuity is the Garment in which his Conceptions 
appear ; and his Sentiments, if they are of any Ufe, 
carry this additional Advantage with them, that 
fcarce any Labour is required in attaining them* 
Graver Dlfcourfes, like galenical Medicines, arc 
often formidable in their Figure,, and naufeous in 
their Tafte. Ledures from a Dodor in our Science, 
like a chemical Excradiion, convey Knowledge, as 
it were,, by props;, and reftore Senfe, as the other 
docs Health, without the, apparatus of Phyfic- 

Harjh io the Hearty and grating to the Ear^ 
Who can Reproofs ijuitbout ReluSance^ hear? 
Why againft Priefts the gerCral Hate fo ftrt ',^ 
But that thrf Jhenu us all lue do is turong ? 
Wit nvell apply* d^ does iveighier Wifdom rights 
Andgi'ves us Knonviedge, ivbile^it gives Delight, 
Thus on the Stage, <we, nuith Applaufe^ heboldy 
What njoould have pained us from the Pulpit told. 

It is now Time^ to apply what we have already 
advanced to thofe Points in which they may be the 
moft ufeful to us ; and therefore we will begin, by 
confiderinjg what Advantage the Practice of them 
will procure, in refpeft to thofe threcThiags, whichc 
are cfteemed of the greateft Confequence in the ger 
neral Opinion of the World. This leads me,.in the 
firft Place, to explain the Sentiments and ConduA 
of a Polite Philcfopher in regard to ReJ^iem* I am 
not ignorant, that there are a Multitude of thofe wha 
pafs both on the World, and on thcmfelvcs, for very 
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polite Perfons, who look on this as a Topic below 
their Notice. Religion (fay they with a Sneer) is the 
Companion of melancholy Minds ; tut, for the gayer 
Part of the World, it is Ill-manners to mention it 
amongft them. Be it fo. But give me leave to add, 
that there is no ranker Species of Ill-breeding, than 
fpeakingof it farcailically, or with Contempt. 

** Religion^ ftriftly fpeaking, means that Wor- 
** fliip which Men^ from a Senfe of Duty, pay to 
*^ that Being, unto whom they owe thdr own 
*^ Exiftence, with all thofe Bleffings and Benefits, 
^ which attend it.*^ 

Let a Man but refleft on this Definition » and it 
will be impoifible for him not to perceive, that treat* 
ing this in a ludicrous Way, mufl not only be tmpo<* 
lite, but (hocking. Who, that has a Regard for a 
Man, would not ftart at the Thoughts of faying a 
bafe thing of his Father before iiim i And yet what a 
Diftance is there between the Notion of a Father and 
a GreatoH Since therefore no farther Arguments are 
neceflary to prove the Inconfiftence between Rail^ 
liry and Religion^ what can be more cogent to a 
polite Man^ than thus (hewing, that fuch pifcourfe$ 
ef his would be tnal a propos ? 

Thus much for thofe who might be guilty of 
UnpoUtenefs with refped to Religion in general, a 
Fault unaccountably common in an Age, which 
Pretends to be b polite » 

R 3 As 
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As to particular Religioiis, or rather Tenets in 
Religion, Men are generally warm in thenn^ from 
one of thefe two Reafons, viz, Tenderacfs of Con- 
fcience, or a high Senfe of their own Judgments* 
Men of plain Parts, and honed Difpofitions, look on 
Salvation as too ferious a Thing to be jefted with ; 
A polite Man therefore will be cautious of offending 
^pon that head, becaufe he knows it will give die 
Perfon to whom he fpcaks Pain ; a Thing ever op- 
poilte to the Chara&er of a PoU/hed Pkilojopber. 
The latter Reafon, which I have affigned for Men's 
2^eal in religious Matters, maj feem to have left 
Weight than the firft ; but he who confiders it atten- 
tively^ wilJt be of another Opinion. Men of fpeou- 
. latlre Religion, wlio are fo from the CoariStian ra- 
ther of their H^3 thm their Hearts, are not a bit 
lefe vehement than the real Devotees* He who Cay% 
a fligtit or a fevj^e Thing of thek Faiths feetxis to 
tiiem to have t^erebjr undervalued tkeir Underftaiid** 
mgfif and wil| consequently inictir iSmt Avsrfioa ^ 
which no Man, of coipmon Seofe, would buzard 
for a lively Expre^on ^ much lefa ^.Perbn of goo4 
^reeding, who £bould make it bis chief Aim to be 
well with all. As a Mark of my own PMiUnrfsy I 
will here take leave of this Subje^; flnce^ by drop-* 
ing it, I fhall oblige the gay Part of my Readers, 
as, I flatter myfelf, I have already done the graver 
Part, from my Manner of treating it. 



Like fome gra*ve Matron of a mhk 
iVitb anAjful Beauty doef Reiigion Jhine. 

7Hfi 
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Jufi Zenft Jhould teach us to reveri tbi Dame* 
'Nor, By imfrudent Jefts, to /pot her Fame. 
In common Life you'll own this Reasoning right. 
That none hut Fools in gro/s Jtu/e delight : 

Then u/e it here nor think our Caution nfain ; 

To he polite, Men need not he profane. 

Next to their Concerns in the other World, Men 
iire ufually moft taken up with the Concerns of the 
PuhBc here. The Love of our Country is among 
thofe Virtues to which every Man thinks he (hould 
pretend ; and the Way in which dris is generally 
fliewn^is by falling into what wecall Parties ^ where, 
if a large Share of good Senfe allay not that Heat, 
which is natui:ally contraded from fuchEngagements, 
a Man foon falls into all the Violences of FaSiion^ 
and looks upon every One as his Enemy, who does 
;iot cxprefs Wmfelf about the Public Good in the 
fame Terms ]^e does. This is a harlh Picture, but 
it is a juft one, of the far greater Part of thofe who 
are "warm in political Difputes. A polhe Man will 
therefore fpeak as feldom as he can on Topics, 
where, in a mixed Company, it is almoft impof- 
£ble to fay any thing that yriW pleafe all. 

To fay Truth, Pairiotifm^ properly fo called, is 
perhaps as fc^rce in this Age as in any that has gone 
before us. Men appear to love themfelves fo well, 
{that it feenis not altogether credible they fhould, at 
every Turn, prefer their Country's Intereft to thejjr 
own. The Thing looks noble indeed ; and there- 
fore, like a becoming Habit, every body would put 
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it on. But this is Hypocrify, you'll fay, and there- 
fore (hould be detefted ! Here the Polite Philofopher 
finds new Inducements to Caution : Sore Places are 
always tender \ and People at a Mafquerade are in 
Pain, if you do any thing which may difcover 
their Faces. 

Our Philofophy is not intended to make a Man 
that four Monitor who points out FolM Faults, but 
to ma^e them in love with their Virtues ; that is, to 
niake himielf and them eafy while he is with them i 
and to do, or fay nothing, which, on Reflexion, may 
make them lefs his Friends at their next Meeting. 

Let us explain this a little farther. The Rules 
we offer, are intended rather to guide Men in Com- 
pany than when alone. What we advance tends 
not fo direftly to amend People's Hearts, as to re- 
gulate their Condud):^ a Matter which we have air 
ready demonftrated to be of no fmall Importance. 
Yet I beg you'lj obferve, that though Morality be 
not immediately our Subjed, we are far, however^ 
from requiring any thing in our Pupils contrary 
thereto. 

A polite Man may yet be ^eligipus, and, if his 
Reafon be convinced, attached to any Intereft which,^ 
in his Opinion, fuits beft with that of the Public ; 
provided he conform thus far to our Syftem, that on 
no Occafion he trouble others with the Articles of 
his religious Creed, or political Engagements ; or, 
by any Stroke of Wit or Raillery, hazard for f 

Laugl< 
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Laugh that DJfpofition of Mind, which is abfolutciv 
neceiTary to make Men eafy when together. 

Were I indeed to indulge my own Sentiments, I 
fliould fpeak yet with greater Freedom on this Sub- 
jedl. Since there is (o vaft a Dirproportion, when 
we come to compare thofe who have really either a 
Concern in the Government, or the Service of their 
Country more particularly at Heart, and the Men 
who pretend to either, merely from a Defire of ap- 
pearing of fome Confequence themfelves ; we ought 
certainly to avoid making one of this Number, and 
aim rather at being quiet within ourfelves,and agree- 
able to thofe among whom we live, let their political 
Notions be what they will ; inafmuch as this is a di- 
refl: Road to Happineft, which all Men profefs they 
would reach, if they could. Pomponius Atticus^ 
whofe Charafter appears fo amiable, from the con- 
curring Teftimony of all who mention him, owed 
the greateft Part of that Efteem in which he lived, 
and of that Reputation by which he ftill furvives, 
unto his fteady Adherence to this Rule. His Bene- 
volence made him love Mankind in general, and his 
good Senfe hindered him from being tainted with 
thofe Party Prejudices which had bewitched his 
Friends. He took not up Arms for Cafar ; nor did 
he abandon Italy^ when Pompey withdrew with his 
Forces, and had, in outward Form, the Sanftion of 
the Commonwealth. He faw too plainly the Ambi- 
tion of both 5 yet he preferved his Complacence for 
his Friends in each Party, without fiding with either, 
S uccefs never made them more welcome to Pomponius^ 

nor 
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nor could any Defeat iefleti tbem in his Efteem« 
When victorious he vifited them, without fharing in 
their Power: and when vanquifced he received them, 
without confidering any thing but their Diftreis. In 
a few Words, he entertained no Hopes from the 
good Fortune of his Friends, nor fuffered the Rc- 
verfe of it to chill his Breaft with Fear. His Equa- 
nimity produced a jufl £fFe<S, and his univer£d 
Kindnefs made hfm uniyerfally beloved. 

I fancy this PiSure of a Difpofition^ perfeflly free 
from political Sournefs, will have an agreeable EfFeft 
on many of my Readers; and prevent their falling 
into a common Miftake, that the Circumftances of 
public Affairs, and the Chara6lersof public Perfons^ 
are the propereft Topics for general Converfation : 
Whereas they never confider, that it is hard to find 
a Company, wherein fomebody or other hath not 
cither Liking or Diftafte, or has received Injuries 
or Obligations from thofe who are likelieft to be 
XBcntioned upon fuch Occafions ; and who, confe« 
quently, will be apt to put a ferious Conftru£lion 
on a flight Expreffion, and remember afterwards in 
earneft, what the Speaker meant fo much a Jeft, as 
never to have thought of it more. Thefe, per- 
haps, may pafs with fome for trivial Remarks; but 
with thofe who regard their own Eafe, and have 
at all obferved what conduces to make Men dif- 
agreeable to ohe another, I flatter myfclf th^y will 
have more Weight. 

Behaviour is like Architefture; the Symmetry of 
the whole pleafes us fo much, tha( wc examine not 

into 
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lAto its Parts; which^ if we did, we (kould find 
much Nicety required in forming fuch a Structure 1^ 
though, to Peribns of no Tafte, the Rules of ei- 
ther Art would feem to have little Connexion with 
their Effeds, 

That true Poliienefs *we can only call^ 
Which looks like Jones's Fabric at Whitehall \a\ ; 
Where juft Proportion nue fwith Phafure fee ; 
Though halt hy Rule, jet from all Stijffhe/s free ; 
Though grand J yet plain ; magnificent ^ not fine ; 
The Ornaments adorning the Defign, 
It fills our Minds with rational DeHghi, 
And plu^t at RtjSejaon, As at Sight. 

After thefe Admonitions as to Religion and Poli- 
tics, it is very fit we obferve another Topic of mo- 
dern Difcourfe, of which it is hard to fay, whether 
it be more common, or more contrary to true Po*' 
Uutufjsm What I mean, is, the refleding on Men's 
Profefflons, and playing on thofe general Afperfions, 
which have been fixed on them by a Sort of 111 -na- 
ture hereditary to the World. And with this, as 
the third Pointy which I promifed to confider, fhall 
be (but up the more ferious Part of this EiTay. 

In order to have a proper Idea of this Point, we 
mufl, firfl of all, confider, that the chief Caufe both 
of Love and Hatred, is Cuftom. When Men, from 
a long Habit, have acquired a Facility of thinking 
clearly, and fpeaking well in any Science, they na- 
turally think that better than any other ; and this 

£4] Baii([uetijig-houre» 

Liking 



isa THE POLITE PHILOSOPHER. 

Liking, in a ftort Time, grows up to a warmer 
AfFeftio-n ; which renders them impatient whenever 
their darling Science is decried in their Hearing. 
A polite Man will have a care of ridiculing Phyfic 
before one of the Faculty, talking difrefpedfuUy 
of Lawyers while Gentlemen of the Long-robe 
are by, or fpeaking contemptibly, of the Clergy 
when with any of that Order. 

Some Critics may poffibly objeA, That thefe arc 
Solecifms of too grofs a Nature for Men of tole- 
rable Senfe or Education to be guilty of. But I 
appeal to thoTe who are moft converiajat in the 
World, whether this Fault, glaring as it is, be not 
committed eyery Day, 

The ftri^left Intimacy can never warrant Free- 
iioms of this Sort \ and it is, indeed, prepofterous 
to think it fhould ; unlefs we cln fuppofe Injuries 
are lefs Evils when they are done us by Friends, 
than when they come from other hands. 

Exce/s of Wit nutf oftentimes beguile: 

J efts are not always pardoned oy a Smilf* 

Men may difgufe their Malice at their Heaftf 

And feem at Eafe tho^ paired nnith inward Smeurt. 

Miftaken^ lue think all fuch Wounds^ of courfe^ 

Refexion cures -^^-^ Alas ! it makes them ixjorfe. 
Uke Scratches they, with double Anguijh^ fil^p 
Rankle in Time, and fefter by Degrees. 

Let us now proceed to fpeak of Raillery in generals 

' InveSive is a Weapon worn as commonly as a Sword , 

and^ like that, is often in the Hands of thofe who 

know 
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know not bow to ufe it. Men of true Courage fight 
but feldom, and never draw but in their own De- 
fence. fiulUes are continually fquabbling ; and, from 
the Ferocity of their Behaviour, become the Terror 
of fome Companies, and the Jeft of more. This is 
juft the cafe with fuch as have aLivelinefs of Thought, 
dire£t;ed by aPropenfity to Ill-nature: Ind ulging them- 
felves at the Expence of others, they, by Degrees, in- 
cur the Diflike of all. Meek Tempers abhor ; Men 
of cool Difpofitions defpife ; and thofe addi6ted to 
Choler chaftife them. Thus a Licentioufnefs of 
Tongue, like a Spirit of Rapine, fets one Man 
againft all; and the Defence of Reputation, as well 
as Property, puts the human Species on regarding a 
malevolent Babler with a worfe Eye than a common 
Thief J becaufe Fame is a Kind of Goods, which, 
when once taken away, can hardly be reftored. 
Such is the Effigies of this human Serpent. And 
who, when he has confidered it, would be thought 
to have fat for the Piece ? 

It is a thoufand to one my Book feels the Re* 
fentment of Draco^ from his feeing his own Like-^ 
nefs in this Glafs. 

A good Family, but no Fortune, threw Drac9 
into the Army when he was very young. Dancing, 
Fencing, and a Smattering of French^ are all the 
Education either his Friends beftowed, or his Capa- 
city would allow him to receive. He has been now 
two Years in Town, and from fwearing, drinking, 
and debauching Country Wenches, (the general 

Rout 
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Rout of a military Rake) the Air of St. Jameses 
has given his Vices a newTurn. By Dint of an em- 
broidered Coat, he thruft himfelf into the Beau 
CofFee-houfes, where a dauntlefs Effrontery, and 
a natural Volubility of Tongue, confpirc to make 
him pafs for a Fellow of Wit and Spirit. 

A baftard Ambition makes him envy evtry great 
Character; and as he has juft Senfe enough to know 
that his Qualifications will never recommend him to 
the Efteem of Men of Senfe, or the Favour of Wo- 
men of Virtue, he has thence contracted an Antipa- 
thy to both \ and by giving a boundlefs Loofe to uni- 
verfal Malice, makes continual War againft Honour 
and Reputation, where-ever he finds them. 

Hecatilla is a female Firebrand, more dangerous, 
and more artfully vindidlive than Draco himfelf. 
Birth, Wit, and Fortune, combine to render her 
confpicuous ; while a fplenetic Envy fours her, other- 
wife amiable. Qualities ; and makes her dreaded as 
a Poifon doubly dangerous, grateful to tb« Tafte, 
yet mortal in £iFc(S. All who fee Hecatilla at a 
Vifit, where the Brilliancy of her Wit heightens the 
Luftre of her Charms, are imperceptibly deluded 
into a Concurrence with her in Opinion, and fufpeS 
notDiffimulation under the Air of Franknefs, nor^ 
iludied Defign of doing Mifchief in a feemingly ca* 
fual Stroke of Wit. The moft facred Charaifter, 
the moft exalted Station, the faireft Rep^tation, de** 
fend notagainft the infe(5tiousBIaft of fprightly Rml^ 
hry: borne on the Wing* of IVit^ and fupportcd by 

a Blaze 
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2 Blaze of Beauty y the fiery Vapour withers the 
fweeteft Bloflbms, and communicates to all who 
hear her, an involuntary Diffike to thofe at whofe 
Merits {he points her Satyr. 

Jt E*v*ningthus tbi unfuffeQing Zixjoln^ 
Rituming honuwaris o^er a marjhy Plain^ 
PZeoi V, at a Diflance fin the lamhtnt Ligbi^ 
Andf hafty^ follows the m/cbie*vout Spirit ; 
Tbro* Braket and Puddks^ over He^e and Stykf 
Rambles f mfguidid, many a nnjtary Mile, 
Confus^d^ and «w9nd*ring at tbe Space bias gone. 
Doubts, tben believes, and burries f after on : 
Tbe Cbeat deteSied, tvben tbe Fafour^s fpeni, 
Scareg bis comnnc*df and bardly can repent* 

Next to thefe Cautions with refpe£): to Raillery^ 
which, if we examine ftridUy, we (hall find no better 
than a weH«bred Phrafe for fpeaking ill of Folks ; 
it may not be amifs to warn our Readers of a cer* 
tain Vehemence in Difcourfe exceedingly fhock- 
ing to others, at the fame Time that it not a little 
exhaufts themfelves. 

If we trace this Error to its Source, we (hall find 
that the Spring of it is an Impatience at finding others- 
diiFer from us in Opinion : And can there be any 
thing more uiueaibnable, than to blame that Difpo-* 
fition in them, which wc cherifh in ourfelves ? 

If Submiffion be a Thing fo difagreeable to us, 
why fliould we expe£t it from them ? Truth only 
can juftify Tenacioufnefs in Opinion. Let us calmly 
lay down what convinces us s and, if it is reafonable, 

it 
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it will hardly fail of perfuading thofe to whom we 
fpeak. He^t begets Heat ; and the Clafhing of Opi- 
nions feldom fails to ftrike out the Fire of DifTenfion. 

As this is a Foible more efpecially incident to the 
Fair Sex, I think it will be highly neceffary to offer 
another, and perhaps a more cogent Argument to 
their Coniideration. Paflion is a prodigious Enemy 
to Beauty : It ruffles the fweeteft Features, difcolours 
the fineft Complexion, and, in a Word, gives the 
Air of a Fury to the Face of an Angel. Far be it 
from me to lay Reflraints upon the Ladies $ but, in 
difluading them from this Method of enforcing their 
Sentiments, I put them upon an cafier Way of 
eSeStmg what they deAre: For what can be denied 
to Beauty, when fpeaking with an Air of Satis- 
faction ? Complacence does all that Vehemence 
would extort, as Anger can alone abate the In- 
fluence of their Charms. 

Serene and mildiue vietv the Evening Jir^ 
The pUafing ViQuH of the frmltng Fair ; 
A thou/and Charms ourfe*v*ral Senfes meet, 
CoQliug the Breeze, nvith fragrant Odours f*weU* 
Buty fudden^ if the fable Clouds deform 
^he azure Sfy, and threat the coming Storm, 
Uafiy «m;#^w— #r/ yet the ^bunders roar. 
And dread nuhat tjoe fo much admired before. > 

To Vehemence in Difcourfe, let me join Redun- 
dancy in it alfo ; a Fault flowing rather from Care* 
leflnefs than Defign ; and which is more dangerous, 
from its being more negledted. Paffiop, as I have 
hinted, excites Oppoiltioni and that very Oppofition, 

to 
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to a Man of tolerable Senfe, will be the ftronged 
Repfoof for his Inadvertency: Whereas aPerfon of 
a loquacious Difpofition, may often efcape openCen- 
fure from the Refpeft due to his Quality ; or from 
an Apprehenfion in thofe with whom he converfes^ 
that a Check would but increafe the Evil ; and, like 
curbing a hard-mouthed Horfe, ferve only to make 
him run the fafter : From whence the Perfon in 
fault is often rivetted in his Error, by miftaking a 
filent Contempt for profound Attention* 

Perhaps this (hort Defcription may fet many of 
my Readers right ; which, whatever they may think 
of it) I afTure th^m is of no fmall Importance* Cpn« 
verfation is a Sort of Bank, in which all who com* 
pofe it have their refpeftive Shares. The Man there- 
fore who'attempts to ingroft it, trefpafles upon the 
Rights of his Companions; atid, whether they think 
fit to tell him fo or no, will, of Confequence, be re- 
garded as no fair Dealer. Notwithftanding I con- 
fider Converfation in this Light, I think it neceflary 
to obferve, that it differs from other Copartnerfhips 
in one very material Point ;. which is this, that it 
is worfe take'n if a Man pays in more than his Pro- 
potion, than if lie had not contributed his full 
Quota, provided he be not too far deficient : For 
the Prevention of which, let us hdye Horaces Cau^ 
tion continually in our Eye, 

^Jk imdiferiit nmtk hUnd Jmrfion tun 
hU9 m» Faubt nxhtn ibey another Jhuui 

It is the pcculiat Privilege of the Fair, that, fpeak? 

iiig'orfilcsai;, Aey nerer offend* Who caabe w^^ 
Vofe^I. S of 
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of hearing the fofteft HaniAjny i 6r wh^, withouf 
Pleafure, can befioH Beaiity, when his Attention h 
not diverted from her Charms, by liftening to her 
Words ? I would have ftopt here, but that my De- 
ference for the Ladies obliges me to take Notice, 
that (bme of their own Sex, when paft the Noon of 
Life, or in their Wane of Power from fome other 
R£a£>n^ are aptjto place an Inclination of obliging 
their Hearers amongft thofe Topics of Detraftion, 
by which they wpuW reduce, the Luftre of thofe Stari 
that now gild the Hemifphere where they once flione. 

From this Caufe only, I would advife the reign-r 
ing Toafb> by aa Equality of Behaviour, to avoid 
the Cenfure of thcfe illrnatured Tatlers. 

, ^ . SucJIf. hepUfs FaU attends the young ami fair^ 
Exposed to open Forces and fecrtt Snare: 
Pttrfi^d by Men, nvarm luith deJfruBi*ve Fire, 
' jtgainft their Peace white female Frauds ctin/pirei 
ifiap^d from theje, inr vain they^ hope for Rfftt 
What Famis feeune from an imvidieus Jefi f 
Sy Flight the Deerp no more of Ifcgs tfraid^ 
falls by a Shot frtmfomt dark Covert made: 
So envious Tongues their foul Intentions hide i 
Wounds though stnfeen^ and kill ere thefre dejcffd* . 

Of all the Follie^ which Men are apt to faH intoj 
to the Difturbance of others, and leiTening of thcm-^ 
ielves, there is none more intolei-able than contimiai 
EgotifmSf itnd a perpetual InclinatiDn to Self-pane* 
gyric. The mention of this Weakne6 h iafficient 
to expofe it ; (ince I think no Man was ever pof- 
Tefled of fo warm an Affe^on forhis 4>wii Perfona;at 
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deliberately to aflfcFt, that it, and its Concerns, art 
proper Topics to entertain Company. Yet there are 
many, who, through want of Attention, fall into 
this Vein, as foon as the Converfation begins to ac- 
quire Life : They lay hold of every Opportunity of 
introducing themfelves, of defcribing themfelves, and, 
if People are fo dull as not to take the Hint, of com- 
mending themfelves : Nay, what is more furprifing 
than all this, they are amazed at the Coldnefs of 
their Auditors 5 forgetting, that the fame Paffion in* 
fpires almoft every body ; and that there is fcarce a 
Man in the Room who has not a better Opinion 
of himfelf, than of any body elfe. 

Difquifitions of this Sort into Human Nature be- 
long properly unto Sages in Polite Pbilofiphy: For 
the firft Principle of true Politenefs, is, not to offend 
^gainft fuch I)ifpofitions of the Mind as are almof^ 
infeparable from our Species. To find out, and 
methodize thefe, requires no fmall Labour and Ap- 
plication. The Fruits of my Refearches on this 
Subjef): I communicate freely to the Public 5 but 
muft, at the fame Time, exhort my Readers to fpare, 
liow and then, a few Minutes to fuch Reflexions ; 
which will at leaft be attended with this good Con- 
ftquence, that it will open a Scene, which hath; 
Novelty, that powerful Charm, to recommend It. 

But I muft beware of growing ferious again ; I ' 
am afraid my Gravity may have difobliged fome 
of the Beau-mondf already. 

^ • S a • Hf 
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He nvho intends i* advife the young and gay, 
Muft quit the conttn(m.Road''-'-^the formal Way<i 
Which hum^drum Pedant* take to make Folks 'wife^ 
By praifing Virtue^ and decrying Vice. 
Let Parfons tell nuhat dreadful Ills ^11 fall 
On fuch as lifien ntxhen their FaJJtons call: 
Wcy from fuch Thingi our Pupils to affright ^ 
Say not they re Sins, hut that thefre unpolite. 
^0 Jheiu their Courage^ "BcdXis- *would often dare,. 
By hlackeft Qrimesy to brave old Ludfbr: 
But ivho, of Breeding nice^ of Carriage ch/il, 
WQuld\trfffafi on good Manners for the Devil i. 
Qr-y merely to difplay^ his Want of Pear, 
Bt damned hereafter, to he laughed at here ? 

« 

It cannot be expefted from me, that Khould par*- 
ticularly criticife on all thofc Foibles through whicb 
Men ire offenfiVe to others in their Behaviour : Per- 
haps too,, a Detail of this Kind, however exa(3:,. 
might be thought tedious \ it may be conftrued into 
a Breach of thofe. Rules, for a ftri£l Obfervanccof 
which I contend* In order therefore to diverfify a 
Subjef):, which can no other Way be treated agree- 
ably, permit me to throw together a Sett of Cha- 
ra^ers I once had the Opportunity of feeing, which 
will aflfbrd a juftPifture of the(e Marplots in Con- 
verfation, and which my Readers, if they plcafe^ 
may call the Aifembly of linpertinents. 

There was a Coffee-houfe in that Eiid of the 

Town where I lodged fome Time ago, at which 

ftveral Gentlemen ufcd t6 meet in an Evening; who, 

from a happy Correfpvndcnce in tbeir Humours and 

5 Capacitiesi 
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Capacities, entertained one another agreeably from 
the Clofe of the Afternoon, till it was Time to 
go to Bed. 

About fix Months this Society fubfifted with great 
Regularity, though without any Reftraint. Every 
Gentleman who frequented the Houfe, and had 
convcrfed with the Eredlors of this occafional Club, 
were invited to pafs an Evening, when they thought 
iit, in a Room up one Pair of Stairs fet apart for 
^hat Purpoie. 

The Report of this Meeting drew, one Night 
when I had the Honour of being there, three Gea«- 
tlemen of Diftindion, who were fo well known i^ 
moft of the Members, that Admittance could not be 
refufed them. One of them, whom I choofe to call 
Major Ramble^ turned of threefcore, and who had 
had an excellent Education, feized the Difcourfe 
about an Hour before Supper, and gave us a very 
copious Account of the Remarks he had made in 
three Yearns Travels through baly,. He began with 
2 geographical Defcription of the Dominions of his 
Sardinian Majefty as Duke of Savoy; and, after a 
Digreffion on the Fortifications of Turin^ in fpeaking 
of which he (hewed himfelf a perfedl Engineer, he 
proceeded to the fecret Hiftory of the Intrigues of 
that Court, from the'Propofal of the Match with 
Portugal^ to the Abdication of King Vi£ior Amadeus^ 
After this, he run over the general Hiflrory oiMikn^ 
Parmay and Modena 5 dwelt Half an Hour pn the 
Adventures of thelaftDukeof A/^w^i<^5 gave us a 
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hafty Sketch of the Court of Rome; transferred him- 
felf from thence to the Kingdom of Naples^ repeated 
the Infurre£lion of MaJJianello^ and, at a Quarter 
before Ten, finiflied his Obfervations with the Re- 
cital of what happened at the Redu£tion of that 
Kingdom to the Obedience of the prefent Emperor, 
What contributed to make this Condu£): of his the 
more out of the way, was, that every Gentleman in 
the Room had been in Italy as well as he; and one 
of them, who was a Merchant, was the very Perfon 
at whofe Houfe the Major refided when at Naples. 
Poffibly he might imagine the Knowledge they had 
in thofe Things might give them a greater Reliih 
for his Animadverfion3 ; or, to fpeak more candid- 
ly, the Defire of difplaying his own Parts buried 
every other Circumftance in Oblivion. 

Juft as the Major had done fpeaking, a Gentle- 
inan called for a Glafs of Water ; and happened to. 
fay, after drinking it, that he found his Conftitution 
much mended fince he had left ofF Malt Liquor. 
'Do&.ot He^ick^ another of the Strangers, immedi- 
ately laid hold of this Opportunity, and gave us a 
large Account of the Virtues of Water ; confirming 
whatever he advanced from the Works of the moft 
eminent Phyficians. From the main Subje£t, he 
made an eafy Tranfition to medicinal Baths and 
Springs. Nor were his Searches bounded by our 
own Country; he condefcended to acquaint us with 
the Properties of the Springs of Bourboriy particula- 
rized the genuine Smell of 5^jw/ Water, applauded 
^hf wonderful EfFcas of the Piermont Mineral ; ^nd, 

like 
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like a true Patriot, wound uphis Difquifitions with 
frdeningJfirop Wells ( within three Miles of which . 
he was born) to them all. It was now turned of 
Eleven ; when ^he Major arid DoSor took their 
Leave, and went away together in a Hackney-coach. 

The Company feemed inclinable to extend their 
uftial Time of fitting, in order to divert themfelves 
after the Night's Fatigue, When Mr. Papilioy the 
third New-comer, after two or three fevere Redex- 
ions on the Oddity of fomc People's Humours, who 
were for impofing their own idle Conceit^ as Things 
worthy the Attention of a whole Company ; though, 
at the fame Time, their SubjeiSia are trivial, and their 
Manner of treating them infipid : ** For my Part," 
continued he, ** Gentlemen, moft People do me the 
Honour to fay, that few Perfons underftand Medals 
better than I do. To put the mufty Stories of thcfe 
queer old Men out of our Heads, I'll give you the 
Hiftory of a valuable Medallion, which was fent me 
about three Weeks ago from Venice.** Without flay- 
ing for any farther Mark of Approbation than Si- 
lence, hfe entered immediately on a long Dlflerta- 
tion ; in which he had fcarce proceeded ten Minutes, 
before his Audhors, lofing all Patience, followed the 
Example of an old Turky Merchant, who, taking 
up his Hat and Gloves, went direftly down Stairs^ 
without faying a Word. 

Animadverfions on what I have related, would 
but trefpafs on the Patience of my Readers j where- 
fore, in the Place of them, let me offer a few Re- 

84 marks 
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marks in Verfe, where my Genius may be more at 
Liberty, and Vivacity attone for want of Method. 



} 



Whd«wouldnot chufe to Jhiin the general Scorn, 

And fij Contempt f a Thing /o hardly borngm 

This to avoids— ^let not your Tales be longi 
The endUJs Speaiter'*s e'ver in the ^usrong. 
And all abhor Jnfemperance of Tongue. 
Though, luith a Fluency of eafy Sounds^ 
Xf'Ur copious Speech fwith every Grace aBounds ; 
Though Wit adqrn, and Judgment give it Weight ; 
jyifcretion muft your Vanity abate. 
Ere your tir'*d Hearers put Impatience on. 
And voonder *when the Larum nviU be dovcn^ 
Nor think by Art Attention can be nvroughti 
A Flux tf Words imllever be a Fault.. 
Things without Limit we, by Nature, blame ; 
And foon fire cl^^d with Fleafitre^ if the fami* 

Hitherto we have dwelt only on the Blemiihes of 
Conyerfadon, in order to prevent our Readers com- 
mitting fuch OiFences as abfolutely deftroy all Pre- 
tences to Politenefs. But as a Man cannot be faid 
to difcharge the Duty he owes to Society, who con- 
tents himfelf with barely doing nothing amifs ; fa 
Ledlures on Polite Philofophy^ after removing thefe 
Obstacles, may reafonably be e^pedled to point out 
the Method whereby true Politenefs may be ob- 
tained. But, alas ! that is not to be done by 
Words; Rocks and Tempefts are eafily painted, 
but the Rays of Phfebus defy the Pencil. 

Methinks I fee my Auditors in Surprife. What, 
fay they, have we attended fo long in vain ? Have 
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weliftened to no Purpofc ? Muft we content our- 
fejlves with knowing how neceffary zThing Politeneji 
is, without being told how to acquire it ? Why, 
really; Gentlemen, it is juft fo. I have done all for 
you that is in my Power ; I have {hewn you what 
ypu are not to be 5 in a Word, I have explained Po" 
litenefs negatively : If you would know it poiitively, 
you muft feek it from Company and Obfervation. 
However, to (hew my own Good-breeding, I will 
be your Hurpblp Servant as far as I can j that is, I'll 
open the Door, and introduce you, leaving you 
th^O at ^ iingje Point, where I ca^ l^e Qf no far-i 
ther Ufe, id efly Application. 

« 

The World is a great School, wherein Men are 
firft to learn, and then to pra<9:lfe. As Fundamentals 
in ^11 Sciences ought to be well underftood, fo a 
Man cannot be too attentive at his firft becoming 
acquainted with the Public : For Experience is a ne- 
ceflary Qualification in every diftinguiflied Charac- 
ter, and is as much required in a fine Gentleman, 
ai^ in a Statefman. Yet it is to be remarked, that 
Experience is much fooner acquired by fome, than 
by others : For it does not confift fo much in a 
copious Remembrance of whatever has happened, 
as in a regular Retention of what may be ufeful ; 
as a Man is properly ftyled learned from his making 
a juft Ufe of reading, and not from his having 
pefufed a Multitude of Books* 

f o on as we have gained Knowledge, we £hall 
find the beft Way to improve it will b§ Exercife; in 

which 
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fixes this Complacence into a Habit, and that Ha- 
bit is the very Effence of Politenefs. 

Nay, I prefnmc ta fay, Politenefs can be no othef 
way attained. Books may furnifh us with right 
Ideas, Experience may improve our Judgments ; 
but it is the Acquaintance of the Ladies only^ 
which can beftow that Eafmefs of Addrefs, where- 
by xht fine Gentleman is diilinguiflied from xhtScbo^ 
laTy and the Man of Bujinefs. 

That my Readers may be perfcftly fatisfied in a 
Point, which I think of fo great Importance, let 
us examine this a little more ftridly. 

■ 

There is a certain conftitutional Pride in Men, 
which hinders their yielding, in point of Knowledge, 
Honour, or Virtue, to one another^ This immedi- 
ately forfakes us at the Sight of Woman. And the 
being accuftomed to fubmit to the Ladies, gives t 
new Turn to our Ideas, and opens a Path toReafon, 
which flie had not trod before. Things appear in 
another Light; and that Degree of Complacency 
feems now a Virtue, which heretofore wc regarded 
as a Meannefs. 

I have dwelt the longer on the Charms of the Sex, 
arifing from the Perfeftion vifible in their exterior 
Compofition ; becaufe there is the ftrongeft Analogy 
between them, and the Excellencies which, from a. 
nicer Enquiry, we difcover in the Mind^of the Fair. 
As they are diftinguiihed fropi the robuft Make of 

Man 
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Man by that Delicacy, expreflfed by Nature, in their 
Form 5 fo the Severity of mafculine Senfe is foftened 
by a Swcetnefs peculiar to the female Soul. A 
native Capacity of Pleafmg attends them through 

• every Circumftance of Life ; and what we impro- 
perly call the Weaknefs of the Sex, gives them a 
Superiority unattainable by Force. 

The Fable of the North-wind and the Sun con- 
tending to make the Man throw off his Cloak, is not 

• an improper Pifture of the fpecific Difference be- 
tween the Powers of either Sex. The bluftering 
Fiercenefs of the former, inflead of producing the 

' Effe& at which it aimed, made the Fellow but 

• wrap himfelf up the clofer j yet no fooner did the 
' Sun^beams play, than that which before prote£bed 
« became now an Incumbrance. 

» 

> Juft (b, that Pride which makes us tenacious in 
iDifputea between Man and Man, when applied to 

the Ladies, infpires us with., an Eagernefs not to 

contend, but to obey. 

To fpeak fincerely and philofophically, Women 
^ feem defigned by Providence to fpread the fame Splen- 
<dQur and Chearfulnefs through theintelle£lual CEco- 

nomy, that the celeftial Bodies diffufe over the ma- 
. terial Part of the Creation. Without them, we 
- might indeed contend, deftroy, and triumph over 
, one another. Fraud and Force would divide dae 

World between them; and we ihould pafs our 
• Lives, likQ Slaves, in continual Toil, without the 

Pfpfp^A of Pleafure or Relaxation. 

It 
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It is the Converfation of Women that gives a pro- 
per Bias to our Inclinations, and, by abating the Fe- 
rocity of our Paffions, engages us to that Gentle- 
nefs of Deportment, which we ftyle Humanity. 
The Tendernefs we have for them, foftens the 
Ruggednefs of our ovyn Nature ; and the Virtues 
we put on to make the better Figure in their Eyes, 
keep us in Humour with ourfeires. 

I fpeak it without Affedbtion or Vanity, that no 
Man has applied more afliduoufly thanmyfelf to the 
Study of the Fair Sex; and I aver it with the greateft 
Simplicity of Heart, that I have not only found the 
moil engaging and moft amiable, but alfo the moft 
generous and moft heroic Qualities amongft the Li« 
dies ; and that I have difcovered niore of CandouTy 
Diftntereftednefs, and Fervour in their Friendfhips, 
than in thofe of our oWii Sex, tfongh I have been 
very^ careful, and particularly tappy, in the Chclice 
of my Acquaintance. 

My Readers will, I dare fay, obferve, and indeed 
I dedre they fhbuld, a niore than oniiiiary 2eal for 
inculcating a high £fteem of,/and ar&icere Attack- 
ment to, the Fair. What I'propofe froiiii'it iy, to 
re£lify certain Notions, which are not only dcftruc* 
ttve of all PoUunefs^ but, at the fanle Time, detii* 
mental to Society, and incompatible wiA the Dig* 
nity of Human Nature. Thefe have, of late YcarSf 
fpread mttch amongft'thofe who aflame to thcmfelvies 
the Title. oSfim Gmtkmtn y and, • in Confeqtfoice 

thafi^y 
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tiiercof, talk with great Freedom of thofc from whom 
they are in no Danger of being called to an Account* 
There is fo much of Bafenefs^ Cowardice, and Con- 
tempt of Truth in this Way of treating thofe who are 
alone capableof making tis truly and rationally hap- 
pyi that, to confider the Crime, muft be fufficient to 
make a reafonable Man abhor it. Levity is the beft 
Excufe for a tranfterit Slip of this Kind ; but to perfift 
in it is evidently defcending from our o^rn Species^ 
and, as far as we are able, putting on the Brute^ 

Tranii to give Jey^ the hyely Sex orefekn ; 
JBeauteom their Form^ andbeeet^tdy in their Mien* 
Silent t they charm the fleaid Beholder's Sight ; 
j^ndf Jpeaking^ Jlrike us imth a new DeUght: 
Words 9 iJohen fronoitn^ahy them^ hear each a Dofi i 
Invade our Eari, ani mound us h the Heart * 
To noillTSndstbe ghrhUsPaffionfwaysi 
By Love and Honouf hound, the Touth ohefs : ' 
ffiH^ iy his Service ijoen, the grateful Fair 
Confents, ht Time, to eq/e the Lover's Can^ 
Seals ail his Hopes ; ami, in the hr^dalKi^^ 
Gives him a Title to untait^ed Blifi* 

t cho6fe to put an End to niy Ledlufe bii Pdiite-^ 
ftefs here, becaufe, having fpoke of the Ladies, I 
Would hot defcerid again to any other Subjefl. In 
the Ciirrerit of my DircoUrfe, I *have taken Pains to 
(hew the Ufe and Amiablenefs of that Art which 
this Treatife. was written tb recommend j aiid have 
drawn^ in to ftrong Colours a^ I was able, thofc 
Solecifms in Behaviour, which Men, either through 
Giddiriefs, or a wrong Turn of Thought, are 
moft likely to Commit. "" 

.;. VoL.L- ' T ^ ft-rhaps 
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Perhaps the grave may think I have made PoUti* 
nefs too important a Thing, from the Manner in 
which I have treated it } yet, if they will but refled^ 
that a Statefman, in the mod: Auguft Afiembly, a 
Lawyer of the deepeft Talents, and a Divine of the 
greateil Parts, muft, notwithftanding, have a large 
Share oiPoUtemfi^ in order to engage the Attention, 
;uid bias the Inclinations of his Hearers, before he 
can perfuade them ; they'll be of another Opinion ; 
and confefs, that fome Care is due to acquiring that 
Quality which moft fet ofFall the reft. 

The gayer Part of my Readers may probably find 
Fault with thofe Reftraints which may refult from 
the Rules I have here laid down ; but I would have 
thefe Gentlemen remember, that I point out a Way 
whereby, without the Trouble of Study, they may 
l)e enabled to make no defpicable Figure in the 
World ; which, on mature Deliberation, I flatt^ 
myfelf they wSl think yio ill Exchange* The La« 
dies will, I hope, repay my LaboorSi by not being 
difpleafed with this Offer of my Service. And thus, 
having done all in my Power towards making Folks 
agreeable to one another, I am pleafed with the 
Hopes of having procured a favourable Reception 
for myfelf. 

Qa/veVTiVf^ •/ old, to bis fatyric Rage ; 
this motUy Form hi fir bis Writings cbofi^ 
' And cbequer^d Hgbter Ver/e <u)itb gnever Proje* 
Wb€H^ *luitb jt^ MaUce, bedefigi^dtojbvuf 
Bawfiw uAowdidVkt^QiU^^ nmMgOp 
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it Profe 'we read tie eiucrmUe Tak; ^ 

Jndfee theFace of SiH^thouthTeih 

But when his Soul, Jyfomefofl Tieme i^/jfii^d. 

The JiJitf tuneful Poetry rejuit'd; 

His Numbers ivith peculiar S'weeine^ rasH^ 

Andy in his eafi Verfe^ ijoefee the Mem : 

ieam^jf without Pride ; of Tajie correit, J^t/hti 

JlRke from mcenejsf and from Pedantry ; 

CareUfs of Wealthy yei liking decent Show : 

Infine^ hy Birth a Wit, iy Trade a Beau. 

f reefy he cen/itr*da licentious Agi : 

And him I cofy^ though with cbafier Page i 

ixpofe the E<vils in which Brutes detighf^ 

Andjhew how ea/y "'tis to be polite ; 

Bxhort ou/t erring Youth to tntndin Timiii 

And Le^ures give f or Mem^rfs Sake^ in Riymi 5 

Teaching this AtiT'^'^to pa/s thro'' LifeatEa/e, 

Fbas*d in ourjekfest while aU oromA wepkafei 
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T O 

The Right Honourable 
The EARL pf 

CHOJLMONDELEY. 

c. !. 

My L o R p, 

TH £ Men of L£tT£R« St^m to 
have well consulted their own Re^ 
pucationandlntereft, whenth^ threw off* 
the illiberal Referve^ which had long kept 
them at a Diftancc from the eonverfible 
Partof Mtokind^ and iccluded theoifrpni 
the high Advantages of that excellent 
School^ which we call the Po/iie World^ 
For it i!5 a free and open Commerce with 
People of DiDindion aad cultivated Abili^ 
ties^ which gives the true Bmbellifhment 
to Senfe, and renders the Attainments of 

T4 the 
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the Scholar conducive to the furpofeg o^ 
Elegance and Delight. 

That Freedom of Debate, and DiverfW 
iy of Topics, which adorn the Conver-^ 
fationsof Men of Rank and poljf? Litera-- 
ture, will give his Mind a generous Enr» 
largement, and open to him delightful 
Scenes of Knowledge, at onceawakening 
the Imagination apd informing the Un- 
ddrftanding. From their Difquifitions he 
will learn what is beautiful in the Pro- 
dudlions pf Art ; from their Demi^anor, 
what i* comely in Manners. For where 
ihe Advantages of Birth and Station are 
united with, liberal Accomplifhments^ 
thefe is the Seat of Elegapce, and the 

iStandaTjfi gf Polifenefs^ 

• • . « ■» 

Thoujgh the Q^uicknefs of familiar 
Difcourfe admit 'not of an Attention to 
/that Accuracy^ which is required in 
Writing ; yet there is in thefe exalted In- 
jtercourfes, a pertain fuperior Spirit and 
;enuine Eloquence ; which is, perhaps, a 
letter Help to the Improvement of Style, 
and a more enlivening Model for Imita- 
tion. 
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tion, than the cold Efforts of the Clbfct 
were ever able to produce. Thofe happy 
Turns, and emphaticalfprightly Phrafes, 
which are ftruck out by the Heat of ani- 
mated Converfation, and that genteel 
graceful Dignity of Expreffion, which is 
peculiar to thofe who move in the higher 
Spheres of Life, will catch the Ear of 
him who is familiarly accuflomed to 
them, and fleal, in fome Degree, into his 
own Di(3ion. For as our Senfes naturally 
retain the Print of the Images, which arc 
commonly prefented to them j fo our 
Language almofl unavoidably takes a 
Tintfture from thofe, with whom wc 
ufually converfe. Thefe EfFeds are fo 
popftant, that we feldom fail to difcover 
by a Man's Writings, with what kind of 
Society he has generally mixed. 

» 

I muft add ; that in thefe high Scenes 
of Obfervation, there are frequently fuch 
lucky Hints thrown out, as prove a fruit- 
ful Source of Thoughts and Imagination, 
which would never have occurred to him 

in 
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in the ftudious Hour^ or in the Company^ 
pf meaner Spirits. 

Thefe, My Lord, are fome of the Ad-- 
vantages, which Men of elevated Charac- 
ter and refined Genius, communicate to 
him who is honoured with their Intima- 
cy, and whofe Mind is fufceptible of the 
Imprefljons. They raife him* w ilwerc, 
above himfelf, giving him to enjoy fome 
Shareof their Spirit, and darting a Light 
into his Breaft, from that Fire which &K^ 
flames their own ■ ■ 

^q/t lutmn dt lumin^fm accendur^. 

If, under the Incitement of thefe ani-> 
mating Influences, he ihould try to dif^ 
play the Beauties of Delicacy i the Great-^ 
neis of the Encouragement may, in ibme 
meafure, juftify the Boldnefs of the At- 
tempt ; though it will be far from exciif- 
ing the unfuccefsful Execution. And 
ihould he happen not to fail ; he can claim 
no other Merit, but that of a faithful 
'Relator ', fincc his Preteniiqns go no far- 
ther 
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ther than to give them back the Images 
pf their own M inds« 

With this View the following Essay 
was undertaken ; which is here, with a 
warm Senfe of Gratitude, addreiTed to 
Your Lordship ; whofc Indulgence 
lifted me up to that Experience of Life, 
and Obfervation on I'ajie and Manners^ 
which gave Birth to this Defign, fuppli- 
ed me with Materials, and was the only 
Foundation, on which I could build any 
Hopes of Succefs* 

I am. My Lord, with the utmofl; De- 
ference and Refpeft, 

Tour Lordship's 
Moft Obedient 

and moft obliged 
Humble Servant ^ 



Nathanael Lancaster* 
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PREFACE* 



AMIDST the Variety of Compofitions, 
with which the Learned of this Nation 
have enriched the Republic of Letters^ we ftiil 
want a Trealife upon that Quality ^ which giveaf 
the finilhing Touches to the Culture of the 
Underftandingj and difFufes the fineft Delights 
through the Commerce of Human Life. 

Though in the celebrated Performances of 
our moft elegant Writers, we meet with many 
mailerly Strokes, and beautiful Obfervatbns 
upon it ; yet, lying widely fcattered in various 
intermitted Speculations, they have not that 
Efifcacy, which refults from a regular Plan 

and connected Syftem. 

« 

But if all that occurs were brought into one 
entire View, and ranged in the beft Order> 
-many Things would ftill be wanring to com- 
plete the Work, and give us that Fulnefs of 
Satisfaftion, which we fliould have received, 

had 
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had they entered profcflcdly upon the Subjcft^ 
Therefore, as it is impoflible not to admire 
iR^hat they have done i it is natural to wifli 
they had done rnore^ and anticipated the Nc*^ 
ceffity of any farther Enquiries. 

This Omiflion, it has been faid, was owing 
to an Opinion^ for fome Time too fucceis- 
fiiUy propagated-^That He only, who had 
attained the high Accomplilhment, was equal 
to the Talk ; and that to undertake the Sub- 
ject, carried with it an Air of arrogating the 
Charader. This was an Obftruftion not to 
be furmounted by the cautious Candidate for 
literary Fame ; ,fince the very Attempt to ob- 
tain, muit unavoidably fruftrate, his Hopes of 
pXibiic Approbation « 

If the Author of the following Essay had 
been perfuaded, cither that this Opinion had 
any Foundation in Truth, or was ftill gene- 
rally received ; the fame reftraining Conlide- 
rations would have kept him in the fame 
Bounds. But fince he finds it has now na 
longer the Countenance of Numbers, and iiK 
Satisfied it never had the Authority of Reafon^ 
he hopes he may endeavour to exjf^ain the 
Nature, and iUufttatethe Beauties of Dbl»- 
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CACY, without the Imputation of afluming to 
himfelf the Glory of. the Attainment. 

A Man may certainly be qualified to dc- 
fcribe a Charader in his Clofet, though he 
cannot adt up to it in Life : As we often find 
Men well vcrfed in the Theory of an Art, 
and able to point out its ftvetil Excellencies; 
who want either Faculties or Attention to 
reach the Pradlice. The Talents arc founded 
upon different Principles 5 and the one may 
fubfift without the other, in the highcft 3?ec- 
fedlion. 

If this be not allowed 1 the Poet as Vftli as 
the Hiftorian, muft be pofieiTed of every 
great Quality, which hepaintft with Accuracy, 
or traces with Diibernment. And when w« 
find him fuccefsful in defcdlxng t^ Exploks 
of an Hero, we muft conclude, that he is 
kimfelf no lefs expert in the military Art, and 
endued with equal Magannimity. But it can* 
not be denied that there has been many a 
Writer capable of drawing up an Army, and 
fighting a Battle in all the Propriety and Vi- 
gour of Language, who had confefiedly as 
little Addrefs to conduft the one, as Courage 
to attempt the other in the Field of Action. — 

I ^^Ungui 
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■ ■ " -V 

•^m^Jingud mdior^ fed frigida heJU 
Dexter a -■ 

And why (liould the Pofleflion of the Qua* 
lity be thought more requifite in the Difplajr 
of Delicacy ? This is fo far from appearing 
evident^ that it feems rather to be, in fome 
Refpe£ts> a kind of dilqualifying Circum- 
ftance. It Is not improbable, that the fine 
Senfations in the Soul of him, who has at« 
tainedto this high Refinement, might prevent 
him from doing full Juftice to his own Ac- 
complishments ; for Delicacy is always 
found to withdraw itfelf from every thing that 
has the leafl: Appearance of Vanity. But if 
this Obftruftion could be got over y yet when 
it is known to be his own Pifture,^ which be 
exhibits to View, it may be looked upon as 
the Reprefentation of Features and Linea- 
ments heightened by Self-regard and the Biais 
of a partial Judgment. 

But though the Attainment of the Quality 
is not rcquifite in the Writer ; yet it is eflen- 
tially ncceffary that he fhould be intimately 
acquainted with thofe, in whom it Is found 
to exift. 

This 
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This Is the Source from whence he muft 
draw not only the Materbb for his Work, 
but the Ability of carrying it into Execution* 
For it U only by frequent Intercourfcs with 
Men of Rank, and polite Acquirements, that 
he can wear himfelf into that Caft of Senti- 
ment and Expreflion, which the Dignity of 
his Subjeft indifpenfably denialids. 

It lias been the Auth(u*'s Fortune, to be 
admitted into tboie high Scenes of laiprove- 
ment, and to have long been honoured with 
the Acquaintance of Perfbos, not leTs diftin- 
guflbed by the Keftnement of theif Abilities, 
than the £n>iAence of theb Station. 

Om tfiis Foundation he hmldi his Hope^. 
On the EncfHir^ment of iiich Advantages 
hie refta I>is Apclogy fbr thie Undertaking ; 
neither irainljr^ aifuring him&lf, that he has 
been able to make a right Ufb of the Oppor^ 
tunitfieSy npr meai^ly courting the Reader's 
Fav4)Qr> by ppo&ffing a rtry low Opinion of 
bin FiCfformadce. He choofes rather freely 
tpcoiifefSy be has kcve exerted his beftEndear 
vours, and entirely fubmic^ him&lf to the 
Peeifion- of the Public. 
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If he (hould be judged unequal to the 
Ta(k ; yet (he is inclined to think) the Hefign 
may not be altogether ufelefs. Though the 
Plant did not thrive where it firft fprung \ 
yet being removed to a better Soil, it may 
gain new Vigour, and advance to Maturity, 

But whatever be the Event ; it will be at- 
tended with this agreeable Reflexion ; that he 
hai not fpent his Hours in trifling Amufe- 
ments, but in Difquifitions of a ferious Nature 
and real Concernment to Mankind. Certainly 
we were intended for fome farther S^tisfafki- 
ons, than the Attainment of fuch Things only, 
as are barely neceflary to the Support of our 
Being. We have Faculties adapted to the 
Enjoyment oir^ned Delights: ThoTe Delights 
muft therefore be relative to Human Life \ • 
which would prove a very infipid Poflfeflion, • 
without this heightening Relifli of Exiftence. • 
The animal Fundions might, indeed^ be car** ! 
rted on ; but fcarce with any Joy beyond what 
the Brutes themfclves experience. The ele- 
gant Pleafures of Imagination, the enlivening 
Satisfaftions of liberal Knowledge, and all the • 
fwect Effefts of th^ amiable PaflionSj.w.pi^d be 
entirely fct aflde, and the miojnal Patt of the 

Creation 
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Creation abandoned to the k>w Employment 
of gratifying the coarfeft Appetites in the 
ooarfcft Manner. Slender and fordid woul4 
be the Intercourfes of the Friend and Compa- • 
nion ; if Friend and Companion could then 
be found : Social Pleafure would degenerate 
into Savage Merriment ; and decent Familiari- 
ty into deteftable Freedoms 5 were they not 
under the Controul and Guidance of this rt* 
itraining Quality. ^ 

« 

But the Flexure arifing from the Cultiva- 
tion of this Accomplilhment, is not the only 
Circumftance, which recommends it to our 
Regard ; For whilft it improves our Joys, it 
refines our Morals y by cherifhing thofe fine 
Emotions in the Soul, which create an Abhor- 
rence of every thing that is bafe and irregular^ 
and prepare the Way for the eafier Impreffions 
of Virtue and Honour. The Tafte of Beauty 
in the lower kind, leads naturally to the high- 
er : And the Love of Harmony in exterior 
Things, is a good Step towards the ReliHi 
of what is graceful and amiable in the in* 
w^d Principles of the Heart, 

Whoever, therefore, undertakes theCaulc 
pf Delicacy, is engaged, at the fame Time^ 

y 2 in 



29? P R E F AC E. ^ 

in the Support of J^rtue^ and confults diet 
Happinds of every individual Member of So? 
dety. For the Manners of the Guat are iq 
conftantly copied by their Inferiors, that when 
a right Seofe of Order and Decency prevaii$ 
anaong the former, it wril not be altogether 
windng in tiie lattar. The Spirit of Refine- 
ment ilops not where it was firft raifed, but i^ 
cttu^it from Breaft to Breaft : And though 
it operate with the greateft Efficacy where 
it finds the beft Materials ; yet, in fome Dc- 
gr^, it is comtnunicated to the vA^ok Body 
of itbe People. 

> 

It is the Deiign of the Author to fct ti^fe 
Pojf^ts in 4 clear Light ; and to deixmiftnuae, 
tb^ El0g;AnQC cf Tafte, and Reficiefiicsu: of 
M^nnerfs, ar^ the proper Obje&s of a rational 
Purfuit, illu(lriOi39 Qr^anacats.to HuffifnNa;- 
t^iiev ^^d if^ing GhafaSsrs to a virtufius and 
moral Cqad^i^/ , And if \iit Endeavmirs 
ihauld fall f^r beneath the Etigiiioy of the 
S>||3Je6t ; h^ .Jb9pea, howevec, ;hey mv ^ 
cQnfidePed as a Tcftiisioiiy of iii; vnrm Re* 
gard, and of the Deference 4nd ffonour he 
thinks due to thofe elevated Charafters, un- 
der whofe Influ^iHre we heboid Arts and Iht 
genuity engpwr^ged^ Life ondcrftooi aacj 

Britain 
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Britain afpiring to the Reputation of Juic 
Elegance and Roman Urbanity. And though 
her Advances may not, perhaps, keep Pace 
with the Eagcriiels of our Wiflilss ; yet this 
ihould rather animate than difcourage her Pro- 
grefs : Since it is obfervable, that the extra- 
ordinary Afliduity and' Skill necefTarily em- 
ployed to raife and perfe£fc the Polifh of the 
Nobler Getns^ is amply compenfated by that 
Admiration and Pleafure^ which refult from 
chc Superior Luftre. 
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THE 

PLAN of the whole WORK. 

CT'HE General Defign of this Undertaking 
iSj to explain tbe Nature^ trace out the 
Standard^ and recommend tbe Cultivation^ of that 
l^uality^ wbicbj in our Language^ is marked 
cut by tbe Denomination of Delicacv. 

^-be Work is carried on by wixy of Dialogue, 
ond opens witb tbe CbaraSers of two Gentlemen^ 
who keep up tbe full Enjoyment of tbofe Satisfac-^ 
tionSj wbicb arife from tbe Harmony of Friend-- 
flnp 5 tbougby in fome Refpeils^ tbe Turn of 
their Minds is extremely different. 

Tbe one^ is a warm Admirer of Elegance in 
Arts and. Manners^ and is perpetually contending 
for tbe Neceffity of cultivating a refined T^^e* 
Tbe otber tbinksy tbat goodSenfe and Virtue are 
fufficient Recommendations^ and ftand in need of 
m adventitious Ornaments. 

• 

Tbe Converfation begins witb a Difpute con^ 
^erning tbe Origin of Society ^ wbicby tbe Autbor 

U 4 apfrebends^ 
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apprehends^ will not be efteemed an improper Tn^ 
trodu8ion to a IVork ^f this kind \ fince all tbg 
Embelli foment I of Life are undeniably derived 
from our /Ijfociations. 

In the Second Diali^uc, thi Meanittg cf tke 
Word Delicacy is explained^ agreeably to what 

feems the genuine Jccsptatim of it timonfji ^ur 
mofi approved Writers. ■ * 'the Nature of the 
polity ^ the Criteriom by which it is afcertfdned^ 

, the Objeiiions made to the Cultivation of r^ntd 
Tajle and Pajfwn^ and the life and Pleufurt 4iri' 

Jing from it^ are diJlinSly examined. 

"The next treats of the Rife $f ekgant Arts imd 
Manners. en(puru from what &^unt^ it is kt^ 
probable^ they derived thiir Original \ andthmtgJk 
the former may bavefirfi rifen in a Ffee-Stat^ 
whether the Mpnarchic^ Form be not a nme 
proper Nurfery for the latter. This Enquiry is 
fdltmed by a GowpmrifiM Vivien the Ancients 
and Moderns mtb rejpeff to the Delkacjr of 
Good-breebing« 

Tie Fourth examines whai a is^ ittbiebetn^- 
tutes Delicacy in Wmuig. And enquires itite 

the Characters of feveral Greek and Komari/fu-^ 
thors^fofaras relates to tU Suhjeff ofths^Czy i 

• m 



tHE WHOtE ,WORlC. igf 

in which RefpeS^ Virgil is allowed to have 
greatly furpujftd Homer, ^his opens the Way 
^ fome ObferviUiom upon the Court 4ff Auguf- 
tds, snd the Advances^ ^bicb were made in 
Ekgante and Poiitenefs under the Influence of 
fibai actont^i/hed Prince^ 

^be Fiith is a Differ iation npon the Rife and 
Progrefs of Refinement in the Language^ Compo^ 
fitions^ and Manners of /^ Englilh Nation. 

Tbe Sixth conjiders tkofe Qualities y nobicb con^ 
ftitute Delicacy in a PuUic Speaker ; and to 
ivbat Degree it fiems to bme tifen in tbis Coun- 
try — wbetber the Flowers ef ancient Rhetoric 

and Elocution J are preferable to plain good Senfe 
and Argument } beyond which Pointy the Englilh 
Eloquence is faidfcarce to afpire. This Con^ 
verfation is clofed with fome Reflexions upon the 
Powef of fine Language ; which is compared to 
that of Mufic, and fliewn to be^ in fome Re^ 
fpeStSy fimilar^ in the Effelts it produces. 

^he Seventh treats of that Faculty in the Art 
of Painting, which is called Grace, and points 
N cut thofe Mafiersj who ba^e been mofi diflin^, 
guijhed by this ^ality. 
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^be Four fucceeding Dialogues eocbibii the 
CharaSer of an accomflijhed Gentleman^ anddif- 
play bis Conduit in the various Scenes of Life and 
Converfatlon \ Jheo&ing^ at the fame ^me^ that 
tbe trueft and bigbefi Refinement conftfls in the 
Purity of Morals ; and tbat Virtue is the mofi 
illuftrious Ornament of Human Nature. 

In Contraji to this Reprefentation of Elegance 
and SanHity of Manners^ is exhibited the View 
of an impure and uncultivated Demeanor ; tbat 
tbe Beauty of tbe one, and tbe Deformity of tbe 
ether J may appear in aftronger Point of Lights 
iy the Neighbourhood of its contrary CharaSer. 

Tbe Next Dialogue touches upon tbe peculiar 
Charms of Female Elegance, and fhews with 
what a fuperior Luftre Delicacy manifefis 
itfelf in th,e Sex^ which is tempered with a 
purer FlamCy and formed with a quicker Senji- 
bility^ and higher Relijh of every Ornament and 
Grace. 

The Laft Converfation recommends tbe farther 
Cultivation of this Accomplifbment^ artd enquires 
whether tbe Advances^ we have made in it^ are 
equal to thofe of a neighbouring Nation \ and 

if 
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if mty to what Caufe the Difference may be 
afcribed. 

The Eflay ends with a Difertation on tbofe 
Deities^ which were faid^ by the Ancients^ to 
be the Source of all that is amiable and pleafing^ 
to difpenfe Juftnefs of Tajie^ Love of Beauty^ 
and that Happinefs of Manners^ which adorns 
and enlivens Merit, and is a proper Attendant 
upon Senfe and Learning : For which Reafon 
they ufually reprefented the Graces in the Train 
4?f the God of Wifdom. 
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DIALOGUE 1. 

PkfriLOCLS S is one of thofe few, who can 
r be chearful and employed, without having 
fl^ecourfe to the Bufinefs or Dtvedions of tb» 
World* , He has a warm Imagination, tempered 
with aa, excdient Underftanding, both which he 
has in^prored by a judicious Mixture of Reading 
and Coiurer£uioa« 



Though his Inclination has led him into Retire- 
ment I his Talents qualify him for making a Figure 
\n the aflive Scenes of Life. Yet, at the fame Time, 
it oittft be confefTed, there is a certain natural Deli- 
^^cy in tile Frame of his Mind, which would have 

rendered 
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rendered him lefs ferviceable in Bufinefs^ than others 
of Inferior Abilities without the fame Refinement 
of Temper, He is arrived to that Period of L'lfcy 
when the Powers of the Mind are in their trueft 
Vigour : And having cohverfed at large long enough 
to give him a thorough Knowledge of Mankind, 
he has narrowed his Friends^ as well'as Acquaint- 
ance, defiring but few of either. 

The Spot he has;4ha^n .for his Retirement is 
within a convenient Diftance of the Town, yet not 
fo near as to want any Advantages ofihe Country. 
He is a profeffed Admirer* of what he calls Refirui 
Simplicity^ and difcovers that Chafbity of Tafte, not 
only in his Judgment of the fine Arts, but in his 
Hbure,"Tiis*Furniture,"TiisT)'quipage j" and in (hort, 
throughout the whole Condud): and CEconomy of 
his Life. • ' ' 

^ Ata fmall Diftanc^from his Houfe flands a Wood; ' 
which has fo many natural Beauties ftttending it, that, 
with a very inconftderable Expence, and by judici* 
oiifly humouring the Genius of the Place, be has 
made it one of the moft delightful Scenes imagpable«. 
In the Center he has ereded a little Temple, the 
Materials of which are cheap and common ; yet they 
are chofen with fuch Judgment, and thrown together 
with fuch Art, that perhkps the moft coftly Orna- 
ments could not have produced any thing rabrie plea* 
fing to a juft Eye. It is covered with Thatch, and 
paved with Pebbles; and the Pillars are nothing more 
than the Trunks of fome old Oaks, which grew uppn 

the 
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the Spot. But the Plan is fo happily defigned, and 
fo neatly executed ; and the feveral Parts are fo 
harmonioufly proportioned to each other, as well 
as to the whole, that it forms one of the moft 
agreeable Struflures I ever beheld. 

To this favourite Scent Philocles retires, whenever 
he would enjoy himfelf or his Friend without Inter- 
ruption. And here it was that Sophronius found him 
in his Evening Meditations, having been informed at 
his Houfe, that he was taking a Walk in the Wood. 

Sophronius and PbilocUs have long lived together 
in the ftricteft Intimacy, and moft unreferved Com- 
munication of Sentiments. Sophronius has a juft, 
rather than a lively Imagination. His Senfe is ftrong, 
but improved more by the Force of his own Reflexi- 
ons, than by Books ; for he has thought much more 
than he has read. Not that he is unacquainted with 
the capital Authors, both Ancient and Modern ; but 
it is his Maxim, that '* Books have made more 
•* Fools than ever Nature defigned." Truth is the 
fingle Aim of his Enquiries; and to ftrew her Paths 
with Flowers, is, he thinks, to retard rather thaa 
to forward the Progrefs towards her. The Mind is 
amufing herfelf with little artificial Beauties in the 
Way, whilft (he fhould be pufliing forward to the 
End of her Journey. In ihort, as he is naturally of 
a phlegmatic Conftitution, he declares againft En* 
thufiafm of every Sort, efteeming her as the worft 
Enemy that Truth has to fear. He frequently rallies 
Pbilogles upon this Article s wbom be thin)cs, upon 

many 
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inany Occafions, efpecially where the fine Arts are 
jcoi^cerned, a downright Vifionary, 

. After the general Complioients hadpaffed between 
thefe two Friends — How, fajd Scpkroffius fmiling^ 
(hall I anfwer it to the Dryad of thefe Groyes, for 
thus breaking in upon the Contemplations of her 
Votary ; when, perhaps, (he is even now expe£king 
you under fome venerable Qak, or favourite Elm ? 

However romantic you may affecSl to think me in 
my Amours, replied PhilocIeSy you do not, in good 
Earneft, I hope, believe me fo ill a Jud'ge of real 
Happinefs, as to imagine me capable of thinking I 
pould exchange the Pleafures of Friendftip for ^ny 
inore valuable Enjoyment. HoySsphnmus! s^ great 
an Admirer as I am of thefe Beauties of Natii^re, fli^ 
is no wbere fo charming to me, as in h^r mor4 
Operations, and that Harmony fhe produCfM ftofll 
fecial Concord. . " 

Were I to have traced the Genealogy of FrieBJi 
(hip, returned Sophr^rfiuSy I (hould hardly have eio 
peiS^d to find Nature her Parent. It kerns to mc 
much more'reafonable ta fuppofe this Union derive4 
from Neceffity and Cpnvej^ien^e, qr fome other 
Principle arifing from our WaAt§ and IinRerfedtion^j 
tha,n any implanted Biafs in <;;^r Frafi^, pfevious 
to thofe uneafy Feelings. The State gf N^tiirf 
could not have admitted of this refinecl C^tpm^rcs) 
fince every Individual, at that Perio^^ muOt havf 
had a fepaxatc and oppofite Inie/eft, .. 

ft 
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It is for that Reafon^ amohg 6tbers^ znfiktted 
PbilocUs, why I think it improbable, that ftidi b 
State Ihould eVer havfe exifted. There is in ottr 
Frame fb ftrong a Biafs, fuch an irrefijdtible Ten*- 
dency to unite in the f6cial Circle^ that we mttft 
either fuppofe Mankind formed originally with Af- 
fediohs very differeiit from what appear in them at 
prefent^ or give up the Notion of this barbarous 
State; as an abfurd and groundlefi Suppofition. 

It is not to be wohdered^ faid Sopbronius^ that die 
firft View of this rude i3tate fliould ftartle a Mind, 
which Has heen accuftomed to a regular G>mmunity, 
and has fonhed its Ideas of iTruth from familiar Ap- 
jjearances 6f improved Natiire. But it is veiy eafy 
to miftake Habits for Affedions, and afcribe to the 
AittSt impulft 6f Nature; what is, in rcalityitJwihg 
to the Maturity of Time^ and the Difciplmc of 
many Generations; Societies have been long eftab^ 
lidied : Ufe has taught us the Advantages^ that are 
derived from them i stnd therefore we fancy that 
Men fall naturally and unavoidably into Aflbciati- 
tmd, wJien the Truth is, they are only iiidined to 
be fociable from Pradice j rather than from any imw 
mediate Incitement of Nature^ or the Love of theit 
Species^ Look back upon the Accounts which Poets, 
Philofopherfi^ and Hiftorians give of Mankind in the 
Infancy of the World } and you will have a View 
very inconfiftent with a Principle of friendly Union 
a,nd foetal Coalition* They defcribe them not only 
without Arts and Sciences^ but without Habitations, 
Vol. L X Lai^t 
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Laws, or even Language itfelf, and feeding upon 
the raw Herbage, like their fellow Brutes, the Te- 
nants of the fame Shade and Pafture. I remember 
a Paflage in Cicero^ where he fpeaks to this Purpofe 
of the firft Race of Mortals [a]. And Horace [3], 
as well as Lucretius [^], you know, talk of them 
exa£Uy in the fame Manner. 

In Ihort, all the Records of Antiquity affirm, that, 
in the firft Ages, the Conceptions of Mankind, their 
Manners and Difpofitions, were rude, barbarous, and 
brutal J that thejr Attainments went no higher than 
fatisfying, at any rate, the coarfe Demands of their 
unreftrained Appetites : Ai^d thus, being under no 
Controul in the Gratification of their felfijQiPaffions, 
they ran into the moft violent Exceffes, and were 
perpetually invading and feizing each other's Pro- 
perty. This is the defpicable Figure Mankind make 
in &e feveral ancient Pictures of their original Sute. 

I acknowledge, faid Philoclesy that this was the 
Doftrine of the Epicureans j but the Principles of a 
particular Se£t cannot be looked upon as the Standard 

[«] Nsinli fait qooddam tempus^ cdm m agris hominet, beftiann 
more vagabantur : nee quidquam ratione aaimi, fed pleraque Tiribii 
.corporis adminiftrabant. Non jusaequabile, quicquid utilitatii habere^ 
acceperat^ &c« Cicero de Invent, lib. u 

\h'\ Cum prorepferunt primis animalia terrls^ 

Matum & turpe pecus, glaodem atque cubllia piDpteTf 
Unguibus 9e ^goia, dein fuftibat^ atque tta porro 
Pugnabant atmis,.&c. Ho». Sat. lib. i. 

to ~"^ Nemora atqae cavas montes fylvafque colebant, 

£t frecictft inter coadebant fquallidk membri. LvctiTt 
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of Antiquity. It is ufual with the learned, when 
they are endeavouring tb eftabli{h fome favourite 
Hypothefis, to pick out a Paflage from a Greek or 
Roman Author, that happens to co-incide with the 
Notion to be advanced, and then argue from it, as 
a received Principle among the Ancients. Superficial 
Reafoners and minute Philofophers may be thus 
deceived ; but SophromuSj I am fure, is not fo 
cafily impofed upon. And if he had been in the 
Humour, he could have drawn up a long Lift of 
claffical Names, to throw into the Scale againft 
thofe he juft now mentioned. What think you of 
the Golden Jge^ when— ~ 

Nay, interpofed Sophrontus^ if you are for foaring 
to the airy Regions of Romance, I will not endea- 
vour to attend your Flight. I can follow you well 
enough, whilft you keep within the humble Paths of 
fober Reafoning ; but the Towerings of an heated 
Imagination are much too elevated for my Reach, 

—Have Patience, good Sophronius ! I was only 
going to mention what Tome of the Ancients have 
thought concerning the State of Man, when he was 
yet new to Being, and frefli from the Hands of his 
Creator. The Defcription Ovid gives of his Situa- 
tion* in that firft Period of his Exiflence, feems 
(fome poetical Embellifliments excepted) fuch as, 
were we to reafon a priori^ we fliould conclude he 
was placed in. The iirft Chara£teriAic he gives of 
it is Innocence— 

X % Firft ^ 
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\d\Tirfi nfe a golden Agi t the human Mind 
To Faith* s fair Rules fpontaneotu then inclirtd^ 
** Unfor^d hy Puniflrment^ wueuS'd hy Fear : 
** Man*s Words wereJimpUt and bis Boulfincerey 

Seneca likewife gives an Account of the State of 
Nature, as it flood in Saturn's Reign, exaftly con- 
fbrmable to this Notion of focial Virtue being then 
cxercifed in all its Purity [e] — 

■ > 

Nor does it feem in the leaft improbable, that 
fuch a Happinefs might once have been the Lot of 
Mortals ; though their prefeht degenerate State is fo 
different from it, as to need the flrongeflReflraints, 

[i] Atnca pfimft Citi eft setat, quie, ▼in^cc nuHoy 
Sponte faS fine lege fidem re£himque colebat : 
Pveha metufque aberant, &c. 

le] ^ Tone ilia ▼irgo, numinis magni dea, 
'< Jaftida coelo m&, tvun fanfta Fide^ 
** Terras regebat mith. Hmnajmoi genta 
«* Non bella norant &c.** 

Then Jaftice^ Virg&i p^te, of foveingn t\)\rer^ 
With facred Faith, attendant Haadnaaid, fent 
To this our Globe, Dominion held o*er Men, 
And rulM wUh abfolnte, but g^tle Swiy. 
Unheard was Difeord^a Voices and Din o£ War, 
TheClaih of Arms, and Trompefs direful Sdnad* 
Nor Walls, nor Bulwarks, Cities yet had raised t 
Pervious and fafe each onfeiic*d Entrance lay. 
Peculiar Rights were then uttknoMrn to Min ) 
One common Stock fapptyM the friendly Race* 
The teeming Earth poar*d out her fruitful Storet' 
Spoiitaneoas to her Softt^^-^^kind t^afent Iht, 
And' tender Gttardiaa ! pious Children th<^ I 

SStff KCA» T^g« O&ft Afi; ib 
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to keep up any tolerable Degree of Order in the 
World. The Luft of Avarice and Ambition novr 
indeed divide Mankind, and deftroy their mutuat 
Harmony. But before Covetoufnefs crept into the 
World ; before Men had any Temptation to invade 
the Rights of Equality; when Titles, Diftindions, 
and Pre-eminences were yet unknown ; why might 
not a Number of People have lived together in 
Amity, enjoying every thing in common, and 
content with the natural Produ^s of the E^rth in 
ibme happy Climate f 

Becaufe it is inconllftent with the Nature of hu- 
man Creatures, anfwered Sophronius^ that any Num- 
ber of them fhould live together in Concord, with* 
out the Curb of Government, Had we come into 
the World with fuch Difpofitions, as our ftrft Parents 
fire faid to have pofTefled before their Fall ; t^en in- 
deed thofe tranquil Joys, which have (it (hould 
feem) flouriQied only in Song, might have exifted 
in reality. But as to their unhappy Offspring, born, 
^s they are, with depraved Appetites, and inordi-* 
nate Self-Paffions, it is abfolutely impof&ble, that 
cither Order, Peace, or Juftice co^ld ever have pre«» 
yailed amoiigft them, without the Aid of fome re-; 
ftraining Force. Let a Man fairly examine Hu- 
man Nature, the Tendency and EfFedls of our Paf- 
iions; and he muft allow this to be the Cafe. 

It is in vain to produce any Authority againft the 
](Srature of Things ; and leaft of all, that of the Poets. 
They, you know,' are not generally the ftrifteftRea- 

X 3 fonersj 
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foners ; their Aim being rather to pleafe than inform, 
And though there is a Thing, which we call Truth 
in their Art; yet, not being tied down to fevere hi-» 
ftorical Matter of Fail, they are at Liberty to create 
Scanes, which exift only in Imagination. But if 
Names are of any f^orce, 1 could produce [f] Ifo* 
crates^ [^J Diodorus^ and Numbers of the moft ce- 
lebrated Ancients, who reprefent the Infancy of the 
World as rude and barbarous, as Habbs or any of 
the Moderns fuppofe it to have been. Seneca^ I 
will not deny, feems to favour your Opinion : And 
in one of his Epiftles', the Philofopher is not lefs 
warm than the Poet, in the Defcription of a Golden 
Age [/>]. But after he had indulged his lively Ge-» 
nius in the Sallie-s of Imagitiation, Reafon re aflumes 
her Seat, and he freely owns, that Philofophy wag 
unknown to the World in that early Period j that it 
was indeed an Age of Innocence, but not of Wif- 
dom ; and that the moral Chara£ter was not then 
thoroughly underftood^ For Virtue, fays he, is not 
the Gift of Nature, but the Produ<ft of Art. The 
Speeds of it are indeed fown in our Hearts ; but if 

[/] Ifocrates, Orat. iii, ad Nicoclem, 

[g'\ Diodorus Siculus, lib. i. 

\b'\ Quamvis egregit illis vita fuerit, Zc carens fraode, non fnoe 
fapientes-— Noa erant ingenia omnibus coafaaimata-— Non enim dit 
natura Tlrtutena } ars eft, bonum fieri. — Ignorantia rerum innocentes 
erant. Multdkm autem intereft, utr^m peccare aliquis nolit, an nef- 
\piat. Deerat illis juftitia, deerat prudentia, deerat tempcrantia de for* 
titiido. Omnibui hii virtutibus habebac fimilia quaedam rudis viiat 
irirtus non contingit animo^ nifi inftituto Zt edoAo, Zc ad fummuin affi- 
dua cogitatione perdu£to. Ad hoc quidem^ fed fine hoc nafcimor : k 
)m optimis quoqiie antequam eradiaf^ Yi^tutli materia, non virtus eft. 

SXN. £pift. 90. 

they 
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the)' arc not cultivated with the utmoft Diligence 
and Care, they will for ever remain in a dormant 
and inadlive State. 

Docs not thi$ Conceffion entirely demolifli the fine 
Fabric he had juft before ereftedf For furely Man- 
kind muft have been abfolutely incapably of living 
together in focial Harmony, whilft the Mind had not 
yet received that Cultivation, which is requifite to 
unfold thofe latent Principles of Virtue ; without 
which, it is impoffible that Numbers can live toge- 
ther with any Sort of Comfort, or maintain any to- 
lerable Degree of peace and Order. Cicero feems 
clearly to be of this Opinion ; for h? derives all fo- 
cial Concord from the Difcipline of Philofophy, 
when he breaks out into a celebrated Rhapfody up- 
on the pleafing Reflexion [/J; 

- If the Truth of Opinions, returned Phihdes^ were 
to be determined by Antiquity ; thofe, who maintain 
the Sentiments I am contending for, might at leaft 
go as high for their Authority, as their Oppofer^, 
The Lines I repeated from Ovid feem to be copie4 
from He/jodi who, as fome affirm, was contempo- 
rary with Homer, Though indeed, to trace this No- 
tion of the Gulden Age up to it's true Source, we 
ipuft look for it in the Mofaical Account of the firft 

[i] O vitae philofophia dux ! O virtutis indagatrix, expukrizqua 
Titioruni ! Tu tirbes peperifti ; tu diiUpatos homines in focietatem vitae 
convocafti : . tu eos inter Te primo domiciliis, deinde conjugiis, t^aa X\m 
terarum et vocum communione junxifti : tu inventrix leguin, (U VSA» 
(iilfA JDCir^m^ 9^ difcipjinzp fuifti ! 

CicE«o, Tufc. Difp^ Aid, Vwct. p. ^^^* 

: X + Stat« 
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State of the World, from whence it fcems to be de» 
rived. But however, it is certain that the State of 
Nature, 03 defcyibed by Hobbs and his Followers, 
could not have fubftfted long enough to be called a 
State, admitting it ever fubfifted at alL As it was 
nothing but a Scene of War, Conqueft muft either 
have foon introduced Subjeftion 5 or the Sons of 
Men muft have been totally extindP. This [k] Lu- 
cretius hinifelf admits, and owns that Mankind muft 
iieceflarily have periflied under the Inconvenipnces of 
fuch a Situation. Now from hence, it (hould feem, 
a ftrongReafon might be drawn, to* prove that this 
State of Nature is, at leaft, as vifionary as the GoL 
den Age* For tell me, Sophroniusj can it be fuppofed 
with any Juftice to' the Wifdom of the fupreme 
Being, that he placed Mankind originally in a Situ« 
ation, that muft necefTarily have defeated tlie Ends 
of their Creation, and utterly extirpated the whole 
Species from of the Face of the Earth ?. 

To argue, replied Sophronius^ againft the Reality 
of a Fa£l, from its Confequences, is hardly a fafe 
Method of inveftigating fpeculative Truths j I 
mean, where the Evidence is ftrong on the Side of 
the Fa6):; and the Confequences are, at beft, but 
hypothetical. This at leaft you muft allow, that 
the Do<Strine I contend for, has many great and 
illuftrious Names on its Side. 



-J 



[1] Geiiiis hamanum jam turn foret omne peremptom s 
Mcc potaiilet adhuc pcr4ucere ikcU propago. 

" Lttcret. lib. r. lia, 1025* 

It, 

Not 
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Not fo many, returned PbilocleSy as might be pro- 
duced on the contrary [/]. The noble Moralift has 
oppofed it with that Senfe^nd Spirit, which fo emi- 
nently diftinguifh his excellent Writings [/»]. Mr. 
Locke indeed fpeaks of a State of Nature, in Con- 
tradi{lin6^ion to civil Societies ; and feems to think 
it might have exifted [«]. But then he reprefents 
it, not as a State of Licence and Diforder, but as 
fubjeft to the Laws of Reafon ; which, if I do not 
miftake, is the very thing which Ovid intended in 
his Defcription of the Golden Jge : For, no doubt, 
when the Poet fays, Men obferved the Rules of 
Right and Juftice without Laws 5 he muft mean, 
without thofe of civil Compaft. 

That Mankind are naturally of an uniting focial 
Temper, is maintained by Grotiusy Vuffrndorff^ and 
many otner great and learned Men. ' 

Now if their natural Sociability be once admitted ; 
the State of Nature, as defcribed by Hohhs^ and 

[/j Nihil eft tam illuftre^ quam conjun£^io inter homines homi- 
niiin— -«t ipfa caritas generis hutnani^ quae nata a fatu, quo a pro- 
creatoribus nati deliguntur, U toca domus conjugio & (lirps conjungi- 
tur^ ferpiit fennm foras cognationibus primum, tam affinitatibus, de- 
inde amicitiis^ poft vicinitatibus, turn civibus, &c. 

€icier, de Fin. lib. v. edit. Aid. p. ng. 
■> ■ Omncs inter fe naturali quadam benevolentia continentur. 

Ibid. DeLegibus, lib. i. p. 179. 

Conftituendi yero juris ab ilia fumma lege capiamus exordium ; quae 
ieculis omnibus ante nata eft, quam fcripta lex ulla, aut quam omnino 
civitas eft conftituta. Ibidem, Leg. i. in initio. 

[m] Lord Sbaftejlntry^ \n\ Treatiiie on GoTCrnment. 

" adopted 
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adopted by my Friend, muft neccflarily fall to 
Pieces; for moft certainly they arc not compatiblcr 
Think not then, Sophroninusy (to ufe the Word$ 
of our ethic Poet) 

Think fiot, in Nature* s State, Men hUndly trod\ 
The State of Nature ijuas the Reign of God [o\. 

If Mankind, {z\d Sophranius^ had been originally 
formed with fuch an Affeclion for each other, as to 
be led from thence into Aflbciations ; this endear-* 
ing Principle muft have prevented thofe bloody Vjo- 
knces and fatal Quarrels^ by which fuch Numbers 
of the Species are conftantly diminifbed. But War 
Icems to be one of thofe ftatcd Methods, that Provi- 
dence takes to remove the Generations of Men from 
off the Face of the Earth 5 that there may be room 
for others to take their Turn upon thrs Stage of Ex- 
iftence. And indeed, were the deftru6tive Conten- 
tions, that arife from Ambition and public Refent- 
mcnt, entirely to ceafe ; our Species alone would 
foon overftock the Globe, If therefore it had been 
the Creator's Pleafure to have formed us with aftrong 
implanted Senfe of mutual Love; we may prefume, 
the Plan of Providence would have been very differ • 
cnt from that, which feems now to bp eftablifhed. 

But fuppofeMen were originally framed with thi| 
amicable Difpofition, this Fondnefs for focial Inter- 
courfe ; yet, whatever was the Caufe, it is evident, 
they had fc far departed from their primaeval Virtue,! 

£•] Ptpt'i Effay Oft Man. 

thit 
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that the Hiftories of every Country reprefent a Period, 
-when its Inhabitants were as favage and unfocial as 
the State of Nature is defcribed. If you qucftion the 
Creditofthefe Records; you need go no fiirtherfor 
full Convidlion, than our Northern Iflands; in many 
of 'which the Natives are as little acquainted with 
Order, Difcipline, and Juftice, or any of the Vir- 
tues of Humanity, as the very Brute Creation. 
This agrees exa£ily with the Defcriptions given us 
of other uncivilized People ftill fubfifting in the 
World, How then do thefe Virtues operate ne*- 
ceflarily upoii Mankind ? 

I muft confefs, replied Phllochs^ that I have fre- 
quently met with fuch Defcriptions ; but the Tefti- 
tnony of the Authors never appeared to me fo clear, 
as to leave no room to call in queftion their Veracity, 
From the beft Information I have been able to ob- 
tain, I am led to believe there is no People upon 
"Earth fo favage, as not to have formed fome kind 
of Society, fome Sort of Laws, however imper- 
feS, to reftrain Violences, and punifh Tranfgref- 
fions. It is abfolutely impoffible that Men could 
otherwife have fubfifted, fince the Time they fell 
from their primitive Innocence. 

'B\xX.\etmt^{k,Sophronius'-~\% not well-being agree- 
able to our Nature? — '* It'muft be allowed.** Tell 
me then, can that be obtained without Society ?— 
** Undoubtedly not." Society therefore muft be na- 
tural to us. And if it be ; is there nothing within 
ps, no impi^lfiye Principle to excite and lead us to 

aflbciate f 
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affociatc ? What think you of Pity and Compaifion ? 
the general Diflike of Solitude, ^ndLove of Company ? 
Some Traces of them, at leaft, are found in Men of 
sjl Ag^s and Climates.' What think you^ of the 
Ppwers and Capacities of Speech ? Why were they 
given us, if not to be exercifed ? And how can they 
be exercifed without Society ? It is evident too^ that 
Nature has implanted in us the Principle of Juftice : 
But for what Purpofe, if not for the Ufe of Society ? 

It is plain therefore, in every View, that we arc 
formed with a Love for our Species; and confe* 
quently, with focial Paffions. To confider Mankind 
in any other Light, is, to degrade them even below 
the Beafts. What a defpicable Opinion muft that 
Man entertain of the Order of Beings, to ^hich kj^ 
belongs, what Regard for Virtue I — -. 

Pardon me, good PhllocIeSy if I cannot forbeai^ins 
tcrrupting you. Men of an elevated Spirit are con* 
ftantly exalting their Species to the Skies, and brand- 
ing all thofc, who talk more temperately on the Sub- 
jeft, as Enemies to Virtue. But you greatly miftakc 
jQFie, if you imagine I have taken this Side of the 
Queftion with any Intention to weaken the Caufe of 
Morality. It is your Way to paint Mankind, as 
your generous Warmth inclines you to wifli they had 
been formed; whilft Men of cooler Temper are con- 
tent to view Things as they really are, rather than as 
a falfe,' though pleafing Light may reprefent them* 
They find nothing to ftjpport thofe high Notions you 
entertain of the intrinfic Dignity of the Species, — no 
I Principlea^ 



^ 
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Principles in Mankind, which lead dire&I y and ne-« 
ceffarily to combining Fellowftips. Man, fay they, 
was created frail and weak, fubje£): to Wants, which 
in a fingle Capacity he could not fupply, and obnoxi- 
ous to Dangers, againft which his own unaffided 
Arm was not a fufficlent Defence, An Union of 
the Many was therefore formed, as a Remedy for 
the Imbecillity of feparate Individuals. Hence Ju« 
ftice arofe ; and the Rule of Right was afcertained 
and enforced, as a necefTary Means to maintain the 
Plan of focial Order. You affert, that the Law of 
Equity is an original implanted Principle in the hu- 
man Breaft. But if I were inclined to difpute this 
Point with you; I might afk, what Occafion woulj 
there have been for fuch a Law, if Man had been 
framed with fo ardent an AfFcftion towards his Spe- 
cies, as you contend for? Where Love reigns in full 
Power, Property cannot be a Subjefi of Contentioiu 
So far is fhe from doing Violence and Wrong, that 
Bie is ever tender of the Welfare and Intereft of th^e 
Objedl beloved, and even lavifE in her Munificence. 

I do-not contend, faid Philoclgs^ that the focial and 

kind AffeSions are fo ftrong as to fubdue all the reft J 

but only that there are fuch Paflions in Mankind, in 

Conjunftion with others^ The Love of our Specfes 

itannot therefore be faid to fuperfede the Love of 

Equity : On the contrary, they are entirely compa**- 

"Bble with each other. Nor does it feem in the ieaft 

to follow, that, if the Cafe be as I have ftated it, 

tmiverfal Peace and Juftice muft for ever prevaiK 

For Man being liable t^ great Errors^ not only from 

the 
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the Mif-rulc of his Paffions, but the ImperfecUcm 
of his Reafon^ many Occafions of moral Evil muft 
neccffarily arife, notwithftanding the focial Af- 
fections are allowed to exift in all the Strength, 
i/v^hich I contend for. 

But had mutual AfFeftion, rtturncd Sophroniut; 
been only a leading Paflion in us; or had it been 
equally ballanced with Self-regard , all legal Reftraints 
had been entirely unneceflary. Man would have been 
in no Danger from the fecret Attempts of Fraud, or 
the bold Attacks of barefaced Oppreffion ; His whole 
Life would have beenone continued Scene of Security 
and Happinefs. But the Legiilators found his real 
JState to be quite another Thing. If they did per- 
ceive that Nature had clearly diftated the Law of 
Equity 5 yet Experience taught them, *' That the 
•* Adminiftration of that Law was fo incompetently 
•^ and irregularly executed, as to inflame rather 
*^ than heal the Evils of the undifciplined State, 
** whilft there was •no common Arbiter to adjuft 
•* and enforce its Operations [^]-" 



Thefe arc the Reafons, which induce me to be- 
lieve, that Dangers and Neceffities gave Birth, to the 
Plan of Government. And when Society was eftab- 
lifhed upon a proper Bafis, and equitable Laws had 
given Security to Mankind, the Community, had fuH 
Experience of its happy EfFedts. But as Particulars 
ftill felt many Wants, for which the public Combi- 
nations afforded no Relief; it was nacuialfof them to 

[/] H^^^^'i D, Legate 

look 
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look out for a Supply to this Deficiency. The 
jnoft obvious feems to be private Fellowflilp; 
which, by an Union of Hearts, and amicable In- 
tercourfes, might procure Enjoyments, which do 
not refult from general AiTociations. 

This I take to be the true Source of Friendflilp: 
Nor does it appear to me any Derogation to the 
Lovelinefs of the AfFeftion. For, what but the Im- 
becillity of our Frame gives Rife to that Paffion, 
which is looked upon as the moft amiable belonging 
to our Nature? Had^theFirmnefs of our Minds been 
greater, our CompaiSon had certainly been lefs. For 
it is ever found, that as the fofteft Metals are moft 
eafily diffolved 5 fo the tendereft Minds fooncft 
melt into Pity. This, perhaps, is the Reafoh, 
why that Sex, whofe Characteriftic is by no means 
Strength, are moft liable to the Impreifions of this 
affli£ling Paffion. 

Pity, returned Philocles^ can hardly be faid to flow 
from Weaknefs in the fame Senfe that you fuppofe 
focial Affefiion to do : In the latter, Weaknefs i$ 
the Attribute of that SubjeS, from whence the Af- 
fection is fuppofed to proceed ; Men united, becaufe 
they found themfelves too weak to fubfift in a fcparate 
State: — But in the former, Weaknefs can only be 
the Attribute of that Subjeft, on which the Paffion 
is fuppofed to operate. It is not the Weaknefs of 
the' diftreffed Objeft, but of him who beholds it, 
which produces the fympathizing Sorrow. Imbecil- 
lity therefore cannot give Rife to focial Inclinations, 
3 in 
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in the fame Way you imagine it does ^o Compaffion. 
The only Inference, that can fairly be drawh froni 
your Argument, feems to be, that the Tendernefs 
of Senfations, or Weaknefs (if you will call it fo) 
IS the Means whereby the Paffion operates upon any 
SubjeS: But it does not therefore follow^ that it is 
the Fountain of the Paffion ; or that it is grounded 
on no other Principle in Nature. For why fhould 
Sophnnius afcribe this Sufceptibility of Compaffioti^ 
to a Weaknefs of Mind ? Is it not far more reafon- 
able to derive it from the quick Feeiing of the Sea- 
timents of Humanity, and the fuddetl Exertion of 
generous Sympathy ? Examine the Condition of your 
own Breaft under a lively Scnfe of Pity j and tell me 
whether you do not always find, that it gives you art 
exalted Idea of the Generofity of your Temper, 
when it is touched in this kind and benevolent Way ? 
And though it may, perhaps, draw Tears from your 
Eyes ; yet they are the Tears of manly AfFeflion, 
and not the Meltings of weak Effeminacy. For 
furely, Sophroniusy there can be no Weaknefs in 
Compaffion, purely and abftraftedly coilfidered ; fince 
the tiobleft Souls are open to the ftrongeft Impreffi- 
ons of this Kind* Hotner^ who had a complete 
Iniight into Human Nature, and fo well underftood 
what it was, that gave the finifhing Excellence to a 
Charafter, reprefents the Hero of his Poem, the 
great Achilles himfelf, melting intd Pity at the Mi- 
feries of a venerable aged Monarchj on his Knees 
begging him to reftore the Body of his Son He^ir. 
Nay, he not only makes him relent, but ev^rt endea- 
vour to affuagc the Sorrows of the unhappy Prince, 

with 
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with the moft tender, as well as rational, Confola- 
tions^j]. Pity then, in the Eftimation of this judi- 
cious Poet, who was always true to Nature, is per- 
fe£kly compatible with an elevated and fublime Spi- 
rit. Nay, is it not an Attribute afcribed even to the 
Deity himfelf ? How then can it be derived from (o 
mean an Original ? It is, indeed, a Softnefs, but nor 
(as you call it) an Imbccillity of Heart. Juvenal^ I 
remember, fomewhere extols it as the beft and moft 
lovely Paffion belonging to human Nature, and the 
diftinguifliingCharafterftic of our Species [r], 

Oxxln^wv tiroXtov rf -jutpny vo^^^ n yimvr 

** From the high Throne divine Achilles roie ; 
" The rev'rcnd Monarch by the Hand he raisM j 
^ On his white Beard and Form majeftic gaz'd^ 
** Not unrelenting. Then ferene began 
''With Words to footh the miferable Man.'* 

Iliad xxiv. Pope^s TranH* 

There is not, as Mr. Pope obferves, a more bcauiifol Paflage than 
this, in the whole Iliad. Homer, to fhew that Acbillet was not a mere 
5ioldier^ here draws him as a Perfon of excellent Senfe, and found 
Reafon. And it was a Piece of great Judgment thus to defcribe hi'm : 
for the Reader would have retained but a very indifferent Qpinion of 
him, if he had no Qualification, but mere Strength. It alfo ihews 
the Art of the Poet, thus to defer this Part of his Character to the 
Conelufion of the Poem : By thefe Means, he fixes an Idea of his 
Creatnefs upon our Minds, and makes his Hero go off the Stage with 
Applaufe. . 

Pope's Homer, B. xxiv. p. i68. ed. I736« 

[r] " Molliflima corda " 

'^ Humano generi dare fe natura fatetur, 
"Quae lacry mas dedit. Ha?c noflri pars optima fenfus* 

— -— Separat hoc nos 



« 



A grege mutorum." Ju vin. Satyr, xv. 

Vol. I. Y You 
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You mafi be fenfiUe, returned Sophronius^ that 
whatever Notion the Poet n\ight advance to flatter 
Mankind, or beautify his Compofition ; yet the Ge- 
nerality of the Ancients derived Pity from no higher 
a Source than that, which I have affigned. Senect^ 
calls it the Fauh of a poor pufiUafiimous Spirit, and 
affirms, that the bafeft Tempers are moft fufceptible 
Qf this Paffion. The wife and good, fays be^ will not 
pity, but be will relieve ; but he willrunto the Aid 
of the diftreiTed. So far is 4ie from dropping a fympa* 
thizing Tear with the unhappy ; that he is not moved 
even by his own Cdami^eb, hyit^ liieeli folid Sk)^, 
reverberates the ^torftl, and ftand^fccttre [j]. 

But how does it appear, iaid PbilocUs^ that Pity 
has the fame Idea in our Language, which Mijeri' 
<ordia had in the Roiilan ? Perhaps this might mean 
a fenfelefs effeminate Confternatiori, that fcizcs 
weak Minds on the Profpc£l of any thing difaftrous, 
and deprives them of the Capacity to relieve the 
Mifery they behold. 

<< Compaflion proper fo 'Mankind ap^edrs ; 

<* Which Nature wFtnefs'd When Ihe gave U5*rfe»l.** 

<' 'Tis thisy the nobleft Pafiion of the Mmd, 

'' Exalts our Race above the brutal Kind.** 

[5] Clementlam, manfuetudinemque omnes bom prseftlbunt : mifc' 
ricordiam autem vitabuat t eft enka Titiam pufiUi animi td fpecien 
malorum alienorum fuccidentis. Itaque peflimo cuique fainiliariffiflia 
eft. Anus & mulierculz ibnt^ que, &Cr— Ergo non mifeitUtnr 
faplens, fed fuccurret, fed proderit. ■■ ■ Ne in fuis quWcm acddet 

calaniitatibus, fed omnem fortunae irain reverberabtt, Ht ante fe fraogpt, 
*c. SvMEGA de CleasrUb, IlrCdit* Dan« £!<• 1672. 

There 
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There fe a Paflage in 'the AuAor I juft Aow men- 
tioned, /returned S^pbronius^ which makes it eviiieiity' 
that he underftood by Mifericordia^ ih^ very fame 
IPhing, which weido by the Word Pity. He [/} 
tells us^ " that a wife Mail will look upon a Beggar 
** labouring under aU the Z)iftrje0res o^ Poverty ^d 
f* Infirmities of old Age, with a Countenance unal- 
^' tered^ a^^jl his .Heart unmoved at the Sight of the 
•* Calamily/* From hence it is plain, that, in the 
judgjment offchis ;Philofppher, it was a Weaknefs, to 
be moved ^diifturbed with ^|ie Mifery of anpther. 



€lifero is alfo clearly of the fame Opinion, as may 
\e proved from feveral Faffages in his philofophical 
Works [a]. IJLnA though, in fome of thofe Places, 
he is giving us the Sentiments of the Stoics ; yet he 
does not hefitate to approve of their Opinion [at]. 
Ns^y, .the very Definition, which both he znd S^mca 
give.of;Pity, is — '* ADiforder df the Mind arifing 
•* from the 'View of another Perfon's Mifery [j?].^* 

[r] Vultum qaidoVitiiop J^itty ;acip.a^ui;uQ), ob seriilcantis ali^ 
jus aridam ac panaofam maciein, & innixam baculo feneftutem. ■ i 
Std otmiifaiis <Ugnis prodent^ -tk deovum more^ calapiitofos propitius 
reipiciet. S£MzcA.Ibid, 

[»] Videamus ^anta fint, -qua a philoToplMS remedia aoiinoruai 
aiMtM8iadbibeantiKw-variie.riiiit CQratiicto^ ; i^a invi^enti, aliamiro- 
•ranti. CiCsivQ, Tuic. .Pi/p.^lib. IV.^p. ^31. edit* Aid. Man. & pafllm. 

[x] Sententiis ^men lir^ndum eft eorum. (viz. Stoiconim] qui man- 
xn^ fbrti, &, v t ita 4icain^ viriii tituntur ratione. .Ibid. 

Xy'] \fifericordia eft sgritudoanimi ex alienis rebus adverfis. Ibidem. 
A'nd that by agritudo he meant a Diforder or nvroogtScate of Mind> 
is plain from anotherPaflage, wheieho fayc-^—iC^ittido eft aniooiy 
adverfaate rttioiie,-eoiitrx^io. Ibid. 21 S. 

Y 2 Little 
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Little therefore, good Philocksy will a poetical 
Quotation avail, to afcertain the Sentiments of the 
Ancients ; which furely are to be drawn froip the 
fober Difcourfes of their Philofophers, rather than 
the Raptures and Vifions of their Poets. 

But you fend me likewife to the human Breaft for 
Conviftion in this Point. Why thereit is, that I 
find my Sentiments confirmed. When I behold hu- 
man Calamities, I perceive all my Faculties over- 
powered at the afflidling Sight. The Vigour of my' 
Mind fails ; and I yield, as it were with Reludiance, 
to fome fuperior Force. Men of a more refined 
Frame, who entertain exalted Notions of the Dig- 
nity of Man's Nature, may flatter themfelves, that, 
in fuch a Situation, they feel a Confcioufnefs of 
generous Excellence : But as to myfelf, I cannot 
triumph in imaginary Greatnefs of Soul, againft the 
clear Convidion of my Senfes. I freely confefs, that 
it is nothing but the Weaknefs of my Mind, to 
which I can afcribe the fudden Eifefts, which an 
ObjeA of Mifery raifes in my Breaft. 

But think not, therefore, that this is any Deroga- 
tion to the Wifdom of the Creator. On the contra- 
ry, it feems a wife Defign^ to have formed us with 
this Imbecillity, that we might be rouzed by a quicker 
ImpUlfe than that of Reafon, and forced to giveipee; 

• 

Mifericordia eft cgritudo ob alienarum roirerianun fpecieniy aut trif- 
tia ex alicais malit contra^U, ^gritudo autem in fapientem viruin nqn 
cAdit* Sensca de Clcmentiaf lib. II* 

dy 
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dy Relief, that we might as fpeedily eafe ourfelves 
of the Anxiety raifed in us at the Sight of Diftrefs. 
Thus do our very Frailties and Imperfedions lead 
us to Benevolence, and draw us into public and 
private Fellowihips. Let not then PhihcUs imagine, 
that I am endeavouring to depreciate either the one 
or the other, when I fay they arc derived from 
Weakncfi and Neceifity. 

That the former could not arife from Affefiion to 
^he Species, feems evident, from the fmall Degree of 
it, which was ever found in the World, and from 
the Animofities and Contentions, necefTarily attend- 
ing the Self-appetites under no legal Reftraints : 
And as to the latter, whilft Men had no Prote3ioA 
and Security from Laws» Self-prefervation muft 
have been the only Obje^ of their Attention and 
Care.^ But how was it poffible, in fuch a Situation, 
for the undifciplined Mind to exert her Faculties, and 
plan a Scheme of private Afibciation, before a public 
was eftablifhed ; from whence alone (he could de- 
rive that Leifure and Safety, which were requifite 
to form the more diftant Scheme I 

I can by no Means allow, returned Phikcks^ that 
the Self-appetites were under no Reftraint, even 
fuppofing a Time, when civil Compafls were not 
as yet eftablifhed* If Self-aiFe£tion pleads one Way, 
Benevolence (a Paffion equally belonging to our 
Frame) pleads as ftrongly the other ; and the latter 
ca^ no more be fuppreiTed than thcformer, without 
doing Violence to Nature, 

Ya But 
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. Bat fee tkc Fotcc of Truth ! whilft you wbM re- 
pttiknt your Species under difadvantageoosChar^c^ 
ttr$9 you were infenfiUy led .into an Argument^ 
nrhtch d'enJonffrates Benevolence to be the ortgida) 
Gffowtb of M asi^s Hearty and wbat muft cojsfequent^ 
ly h^t drawn htm into Society. Pity, yoti have al^ 
lowed, is a natural Paffion, And what is Pity, hoi 
Love foftened by a Degree of Sorrow, the Meltings 
tf a bcnevtdfertt Heart f This theft was tRc gcnefous 
£ytnpathy, virhich knit Mankind together, and blend^: 
ed them in one common Intereft. From hence then 
it dppears^ that, if Nature did not diri:f£{fy di£Eat^ 
Aflbciatfons to th6 huhiaii Kind, fhe yet gave theiq 
fuch prepai'Mive Faculties, as drew them^ by D^* 
grees, into hiHotizl BrotHerhoctds. Ift this VieW^ 
^< &» CstiH to have tjtated us as ^ Piiiitt^ dbes h\i 
^ Difciples, to whoniF he commit^ fdh^e rudeSketcht^ 
*^* and Out-lines'; which the jr thcttifthrcs are to co* 
*« lor and cbrhi^etc [2].*' 

The Paffion of Pity is theii a full Fvoofy diat Mei^ 
have naturally a Love for their Sp^tss^hdwerer it 
may be checked or ftifled by fome Counter-inclina* 
tiotl ; which, it cannbt be dehied, 1^ tbo ofceh the 
Cafe. Senfible of this Truths the LegiOator^ tddb 
infinite Pains, and called foith alUHerf $kHl^ ibrbutfc 

[«] Vt Phidias potfeft a priino iniKtUo^ Bgvim,: Mifitf pM ^ c e rt i 

poteft ab aljoihchoatum accipere Sc abfolvere : Huie eft fapleatia fioir^ 
lis, NonemmipfagehQit hominem* fedaccepft a natura iritBoahiiD"; 
liaac erg^ iatuem^ debet inditatam IHud, q«tit fijghtitt); iifcfiUtb». 

CicsRo de Fiai^o^ p« ^9. WtL AW. Mfiivc* 

4 the 



the dormant Pinion. Thi* fcems to be the conceal- 
ed Meaning of wh«c the Boets tell us concemiog 
Orphus and his Lyreu 

Thus, in eveiy View, it feeaw evident, th^t it w^:^ 
AiFeftion for the Spocies, which drew MeQ 'i^tf>. So^ 
dety % and &^t, without it, they never did, 9Ad »e^ 
ver can (\MA. For could Nature in^nd to preferve 
9ni p^pagate the Species5 and not msunt^in Fellow-* 
ihip and mutual Affe^ion i Vf\m^ artf^ ^M 
1ia\6t Agreement between the Sexe^, in the Care of 
their growing Offspring, but from Love ? And can 
you ftop here i *' How (as I remember Lord Shafief^ 
tmy clofely puts the Queftion) ^^ H«w fliould Man 
^ hseak off from this Society, if once begun ? And 
'* tliat it began thus, and grew into an Houfhold^ 
#< is an inconteftsMe Fad« And muft not this 
^ Hou&old have foon grown into a Tribe f that 
<« Tribe into a Nation V 

Here Pbikcks paufedr^when looking ftedfaftly 
4Mihis ft]figiA^O S^tipbroniusy &id he, is it poffib^ 
youqui, in good Earneft, contend againft the Reali- 
47 of the kind and generous Afie£tions ? Is it poffible 
youcannot diicover a moral Attra^ion in our Na* 
fures, which unkes Mankind to each other, previous 
to all Cpnfideration^ of Intereft or Convenience ? 

But I liaveloiig fui^e^fUd, th^ we are drawn intp 

. Op^niMs from our conftKytionAl PropenQcies, as the 

Stream foUaw3 the fevieral Declivities of the Ground, 

difDugh iriiich itflowi* Something, perhaps, of this 

y 4 Kind 
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Kind maj have given a Biafs to my Fricnd-s Senti- 
ments, and turned them afide from that Scheme he 19 
oppofing. But I will not defpair of reconciling yoa 
to more favourable Thoughts of the human Kind* 
No Method feems more probable to efFe£t this, than 
a Contemplation of Nature in ' thefe her vifible 
Operations. From her (it is confefled) the defigning 
and imitative Arts derive all their Energy and Grace* 
And yet (heherfelf, it feems, (helplefs Parent !) is 
defHtuteof all thofe Charms and Delicacies, fhe con- 
fers on her acknowledged Offspring 1 But—* 

It is very poffible, interrupted Sfiphronius^ that the 
jppinions of Mankind may be influenced by their 
Tempers. The Fruit, no Doubt, will partake of 
the Nature of the Soil. But Philocles ibould remem- 
ber, that the fame Obfervation will ferve to explain 
the Rife of his Sentiments, no lefs than mine. I am^ 
however, very willing to cpnfefs, that I.am always 
afliamed of being pleafed, where I cannot affign the 
Caufe ; and am' extremely apt to fufpeft my Judg- 
ment concerning any Obje£^, that moves my Pat- 
iion. For this Reafon, I ihould hardly fend my Dif« 
ciple to the Schoo] of Arts (for there, Philocksj you 
fecmed to be pointing) for his Inftru£lion in the 
Truth of feverePhilofophy. A good Picfture, a well- 
executed Statue, or a fine Styte, give me (fb far as 
I am able to difcover clearly their refpeftivc Beauties) 
• fome Degree of Pleafure. But when the profcffcd 
Admirers, the Connoifleurs in thefe fcveral Arts, talk 
of their namelcfs Graces, their certain inexplicable 
Delicacies, and I know not what other fine Terms, 

of 
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of which they themfelves do not pretend to explain 
the Meaning ; there, I confefs, I am left behind, 
and referve my Rapture, till 1 receive my Convi£tion» 

For tell me, PhilocleSy what is this Delicacy^ ci- 
ther in the Arts or Conduft of Life, which you are 
conftantly extolling in fuch high Strains^ and with 
fuch an Air of Earneftnefs, as if you were perfuaded 
that there is fomething in it real and fubflantial ? 

Phibcles was going to reply ; when a Servant in- 
formed them that Supper was upon the Table. How- 
ever, in their Way to the Houfe, he took Occafion, 
from the beautiful Scenes they pafled, to throw out 
fome general Reflexions in Support of his favourite 
Do£irine : for he was determined to omit no Oppor- 
tunity of drawing his Friend into the Love and Study 
of Refinement ; the Difregard to which Accompli(h« 
ment, he looked upon as the chief Deficiency in the 
CharaiSter of Sophronius. 
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AS Sopbronitts is an early Rifer, he was atniiling 
hihifelf in the Librar}', before Pbilocles wa» 
yet ffirring. But his Friend, perceiving it 
now Pay, foon followed him thkher, being unwiU 
ling to lofe any Oppprtunity of enjoying aConvcr- 
iation, in which be found hiraf<^lf oiften inftru^tecf, 
and always entertained^ 

pow happy (faid Phihcks entering the Room) 
how happy would it be for the feihionable WofW^ 
were they as well acquainted **with this fweet Hour 
•* of Prime," as yon, Sophramus, are, who feldonk 
fuffer the Sun to rife upon you in Bed ! 

llathef) replied Sophrmtus^ how much happier 
^ouid it be for the World in general, would certaia 
^ive Spirits be perfuaded to ,flumber Life aiway 1 
fince they wake but to purTae their Ambition, or 
vent their Impertinences, and rife only to embroil 
or miflead Mankind. 

Undoubtedly, faid Phiheksy if maby of thofe, 
whofe Actions fill our Hiftories, or who& Specula- 
tions 
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tions fwell our Libraries, had palled their whole 
Lives in profound Sleep ; the World would have 
been obliged to them for their Repofe^ but.can now 
only lament that they were ever awake. 

I was reading the other Day (continued he) a 
Treatife upon Beos : The ingenious Author, fpeak- 
ing of the dormant State of Infe£ls, mentions an Ex- 
periment he had made, of extending that Period of 
their Exiftence far beyond its ufuai Duration, even 
tofome Years. If this Philofopher could fo improve 
his Experiment, as to make it applicable to his owir 
Species, might not the Difcovery be turned to very 
fiogular Advantage i 

For my own Fart, returned Sophronius^ were I 
Mafter of fuch a Secret, I would rather apply it to 
die miftaken Speculadft, thaq the falfly ambitious. 
The Sons of Turbulence can only afFeft their uhfor^ 
tunate Contemporaries ; and the Mifchief they do, 
generally ends with their Lives, But the Puzzlers 
and Perverters of Truth and Science are pernicious^ 
perhaps, to feveral Generations, and difturb the 
Repofeof the World, many Ages after they them- 
ielves are removed out of it. The firft Eflay, I 
would make of my foporific Art in the literary 
World, (hould be upon the Critics, a Tribe of Mor* 
tals, in the Republic of Letters, more fubverfive of 
its Peace and Intereft, than r 

Hold, good. Sopbronius ! 1 doubt, .your CeiClfure is 
now growing too general Some low and petula^^ 

Spirits 
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Spirits, I confefs, have brought a Reproach upoa 
the Name of Critic ; but the Art in itfelf certainly 
defcrves Efteem. No Man can poflefs that Talent 
in its. true Extent, or exercife it to itilI,A(Jvantagje, 
-vrithout, bcipg Matter of fomething more valuable 
than Arijiotle or Longinus ain teach him. -He mt^ft 
have a certain quick Feeling of Delicacy in Arts and 
I^anners ; which no Rules wiU ^ver be able to iip* 
part, where Nature has denied. 

Hardly, Philocles^ v^^ill you be able to bring me 
ovqr jtomore favourable Sentiments of this Critic- 
fcience,. by making Delicacy a neceffary Ingredient. 
For by , all that I could ever difcover of the true Ef- 
fence of that Quality, as it is applied either to the 
Operations of Art, or the Condudl: of Manners, it 
owes its whole Exigence entirely to Fancy • and 
when I h^ar a Man recommended as a Critic of 
great Delicacy, I immediately coiicludehim aPer- 
ion of high Emhufiafm. 

Do you really think then, Sophronius, that Deli- 
cacy, whether confidered as a Faculty of the Mind^ 
or as an EfFeft of Art, is nothing more than the 
Raptures of warm Imagination, entirely unfuppor,- 
ted by any Principles of Reafon ? 

I will npt venture to pronounce, anfwered Sophro- 
niuSj of the Cle^rnefs of other Men's Ideas ; and, 
perhaps, the nice Refiners in Tafte and Genius may 
have Conceptions, to which common Language can- 
not fupply adequate Terms. But of this I am fure : 

whenever 



Whenever theytelk tipoh the Subjeft ; either they 
rdblve Delicaqr into a cettaiit Je ftt/fai jjucg\ or 
cffe explain it in fo <vague and unprecife a Manner^ 
as to icave the Matter abfolutely imdetermrficd^ w 
a Mind that cannot embrace any Frinctpfe, but 
what it dearly apprehends. 

However loefdy, re^^Philp^s^ this Teanjoaa^^ 
have been u(ed heretofere-in our Language ; or bov^: 
much foeyer it is fometimes depreciated by amiftaken 
Application both in Writings and Converfation ; yet 
with the mbft approved Authors amongft us, it feems 
now to have obtained a determinate Meaning, and 
is always mentioned by them as an high Quality, and 
the finilhing Excellence of Compofition andManners* 

As no Man, PhUocles^ h more cl6ar in hi8Con<* 
ceptions than yourfelf ; poffibly I may receive that 
Satisfattiori from you, witich I have in vain fought 
i'or elfe where. Tell me then, I intreat you,-Wbei«-* 
m this Qyality^ according to your Nodon, confifis. 

Delicacy, replied Philocles^ is good Senfe ;.. but 
good Senfe refined ; which produces an inviolable 
Attachment to Decorum and SanAity, as well a* 
Elegance of Manners, with a clear Difcernment and 
warmSenfibility of whatever is pure, regular^ and 
polite i and, at the fame Time, an Abhorrence of 
whatever is grofs, ruftic, or impure, of unnatural, 
effeminate, and over- wrought Ornaments of every 
.Kind. It is, infhort, the graceful and the beautiful 
added to the juft'and ihe good. 

According 
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According to this Account, faid Sophromus, I3e- 
licacy Teems to be txzQly the fame Thing, thatUr* 
banity was among the Romans, 

When that illuftrious People, wf:ivQred PbiMeSj 
had fpread their military Fame over the World, an4 
fubdiied all the Nations around s they then turn04 
their Attention to theEmbelliihmerrts of Life. Theur 
^uGcefs was equal to the Vigour of their Attempts.^ 
sand they foon learned to polifli iiheir Language, re-> 
^e their Pronunciation, cultivate Humanity, and 
«dorA their Manners. A Lalius and a Sci^o [a^ 
larofe, and tranfplanted liberal Wit from Gr^ce ^ 
which afterwards grew and profpered with a Bloom 
and Vigour fcarce inferior to what it drew from 1^ 
'^lative Soil, 

Rome was now become the Seat of Elegance, as 
well as Empire : nor wereher Eagles more dreaded, 
than her Refinement was admired. The Attainment 
of thefeAccomplifliments, they-ftyled Urbanity \ .zs 
they wet^ the peculiar Cbaraftcriftics of the diftl^- 
guilhed Inhabitants of this imperial City. 

This I take to be the genuine Acceptation of that 
Word amongft the ancient Romans., It Teems to have 

[ai] Sdpio tam elegans libenfittm arfeMoi'OiMiifioe ^oAtiQiB.et.arfc- 

tor et admirator fuit, ut Polybium Panaetiumque prscdlentes ingenio 

- viros domi tXuUtiaque 'ibcum habuerit. Neque quifquam hoc Scipione 

degantkis inCerralla negotjorum otiodisjuhxity femperque inter armaac 

fludia Tcrfacasy aut corpus periculis, aiit animUm dirdplinis exercuh. 

V«pATSkCr 1. i. C. I3, 

been 
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been confined to. the Qualities I have mentioned, 
and never applied to the fine Arts, as Delicacy is 
with us, and therefore differs from it only as a Part 
from the whole. 

To admit for tlie prefent, fald Sophroniusj that all 
thofe Ideas are juflly comprehended under the Word 
Vejicacy^ v;hich you have collefted in your t)efcrip- 
tioft-^^Yet by what Criterion is this Property in any 
Subjeft to be tried ? In this Operation of the Facul- 
ties, which we call Reafonifig^ the Mind examines 
the Objcils, as they ftand in Reality : and for our 
DireSion, there is always a Standard in the Nature 
of Things. But is this the Cafe with regard to what 
Connoifleurs call Amiable or Delicate ? Beauty and 
Pleafure are nothing but an Agreement between the 
Objedl and the Faculty, What then can determine 
9 Man's Approbation or Diflike in thefe Points, 
but the peculiar Cafi of his Mind ? 

Though it fliduld not be pofEble, anfwered PAiA- 
cUiy precifely to fix the Criterion you are enqui- 
ring after ; yet would it not neceffarily follow, that 
there is abfolutely no fuch Thing ? Several Inftan- 

CCS might be mentioned, wherein the Mind, has un- 
doubtedly, a certain fixed Rule by which it judges ; 
when, neverthelefs, it is not able to explain pofi- 

tively, in what tbiit Rule conilfls. 

» 
Will not a true Judge in Painting, who has been 
Tong. converfant among the noble Remains of that 
charming Art, be able to diflinguifhaCopy from an 

Original ? 



UM.JX: ON DELICACY. 337. 

Original ? And would not you,* Sophronius, venture 
to give your Teftimony, in a Court of Juftice, to 
your Friend's Hand^writing ? And yet, were you, 
or the Connoiflfeur I juft now mentioned, tobeafked 
by v^hat Criterion you were able to determine fo af- 
furedly in the refpedive Cafes before you ; neither of 
you, moft certainly, would be capable of aicertain- 
ing, to the Satisfaction of the Enquirer, that Stan- 
dard in your Mind, by which you formed your fe- 
veral Judgments. 

But the Standard, by which we are to be guided 
in the AflFair of Delicacy ^ is no doubtful or chimeri- 
cal Notion : it has a real and fure Foundation. 

Nature has implanted in us an internal Senfe ; 
v^hich gives u,s a juft Perception of the Relation be- 
tween our Faculties of apprehending, and. the Ob- 
jects prefented to them. We are framed ii^fuch ^ 
Manner, that fome Actions, Ideas, or Forms, which 

*accur to us, is* neceilarily excite Satisfa£tibhl and 
Delight, as; others, create Diftafte and Averfion. 
When we look upon a beautiful Pidlure, the Mind 

-immediately recurs to Nature ; and finding a certain 
Agreement between its own Ideas of Bealuty, and 
the Reprefentation which ftands before us, it in* 

.ilantly acknowledges the fimilar Graces, and re- 
cognizes the true and proper Standard. 

The Criterion then of Delkacy in any Action or 
Compofition, is the fure Feeling and Confcio^ifnefsof 
its Conformity to a like natural Senfation within us, 
operating neceflaVily on the Mind, the very Tnftant 

Vol. I. Z that 
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t}tat die kindred Forms or I^teas are dxbibiiefcl to as* 
This Senft and Tafte of Beaaty may, ihdeed^ Kite aUr 
our odier Faculties, be gready improved by I>irci-« 
fdine and Exercife ; as on thecomrat-y, for waiit of 
dkcm, it maybe mtich impaii«d. Butilill,' iti^cvi-^ 
denty that this difcerningPo^eris born >^ith vtij and 
kas certain a Principle, as any belongffrg-to omr Na« 
tare. Fordo we not fee^ that even In&intis a«e de* 
lighted vrith the firft' Vie\v*of arbunsiBaHi, and 
prefer it to a lefs regular Figure? The untaught 
Mind difcovers a Sympathy between the Ideas and 
Objefis, and eaftfy difiinguiflies the fiair and Aiaqpe* 
iy, fi'om the irregular and deformed. 

Hardly, faid Sopbroniusj can this internal Senfe 
ht looked upon as a fure Criterion ; fince Men's 
Notions are fo widely diflferent, that vi^Kat^ raifes tNfe 
Idea of Beauty in one, may'Have a coiltifary'ESbft 
iipoB' another. 

ThiBkilid>of Objsftionv M^med^ PUl9fAs\^ flMy 
be mged widi equid Borce agairtfls fi^ SvideM ce <!^Mn 
•fi mariicmaticali DtednftMtioiii Th^gh' At PM- 
lofopha:: has evifeiced ditt'l^iFifth*o(^ a-Propofitien^by 
tbe mc# iitfaUibie Dedudtons' of Reafening ; y^t 
theM ntiiy be fome particular Mtflds,- wKfifh^ either 
dln^kft^WeakHerso^thei^ Facukielr»dr'Aie Inter* 
vention of wpong Ideas^ cannot^fM- tKeFbrte ofhis 
Conclufions. But this, you kno^, is no Argument 
again*' thfc Truth and^ Certainty of the Ecalbning: 
TfaeDetnonftration is no lefs clear, though ilot ap« 
prchcnded by every Individual: It is the very fame 

in 
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in our prefent Enquiry* It cannot, with any Shew 
or Reafon, be inferred, that there is no fuch Thing 
SIS Beauty, or no Criterion to afcertain it, becaufe 
fome particular Minds do not feel the one, or appre* 
he^d the other. If a Difpute arife, we appeal to 
I^Tature and the common Feelings of Mankind, and 
do not hefitate to affirm, that what appears beauti<« 
ful to one, will generally do fo to another; if his Fa* 
culties are right, and his Attention fair and impartial. 

Who ever denied the Beauty of the Fenus de Mi'* 
diets f Or does any Man fay, there is not a a diftin- 
g'uifhed Delicacy in the Works of thofe inimitable 
Artifts, Raphael and Guido ? Some Conoifleurs may, 
it is true, give the Preference to the former ; and 
fome, perhaps, be more charmed with the latter ; 
or. they may differ in the Degree of Merit to be af^* 
cribed to this or that Particular Performance ; but 
ftill they all agree that Grace and Elegance are 
the Charaderiflics of both thefe Mailers. This is a 
Point, which never has been, and never will be con- 
tefted. And whence can this univerfai Confent a- 
rife, but from ibmething certain and uniform in Na* 
ture ? From whence, but that inward Senfe com- 
moa to Mankind, which operates with the fame 
££&cacy upon the Generality of the Species f 

Nor is this true with refpedl to the imitative Arts 
only J but it is equally applicable to every Objeft 
that prefents itfelf to us. — — 

Look' yonder! (fald he, pointing to a View of the 
V(^hamis) what a beautiful Profpe£l lies, before you I 

Z 2 Behold 
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Bphold the gentle Glidings of that lovely River ! 
See how he winds his full Stream in pleafing Mean- 
ders, fleering his majeftic Courfe through verdant 
Meads, and diftribuiing Wealth and Pleafure, as he 
flows along ! Obferve the numerous Villas which 

adorn his Banks, and are adorned by him ! ^All, 

that have ever beheld this Scene of Delight, agree 
in admiring its Charms,, and acknowledge that the 
delicate Ideas here raifed in their Minds, are per- 
fectly correfpondent to their natural Senfe of Love- 
linefs and Grace. 

Nature then is the Standard and Afcertainer of 
Delicacy. To her Tribunal the Defenders of Beau- 
ty make their Appeal j to her Sentence they final- 
ly fubmit their Caufe* 

The great Matters of CHticifm hav^, ihdieed, upr- 
©n very juft Grounds, been efteemed by all impro- 
ved Nations, as proper Regulators of Tafte ; and* 
therefore a Deference is due to their known RuFes. 
and eftabliflied Meafures. But this Difference is not 
founded on the Authority of their Names, but on 
tht Juftnefs of their Obfervations and Reafonings. 
And on this Account they have ever been looked up- 
on as infallible Guides^ to prevent the Mind from 
deviating out of the plain Paths of Nature, 

Granting, returned Sophronius^ tliat you have 
pointed out a proper Standard for the Trial of Beauty 
in the imitative Arts ; will the fame Rule ferve for 
the Delicacy of Good- breeding? Thisfeems to depend 

entirely 
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Entirely upon prevailing Cuftoms, which are offo un* 
fettled a Nature, that they are ever varying with the 
<]!omplexion of Times and Climates. What is looked 
upon as polite in one Age or Country, is, you are 
leftfible, efteemed the Reverfe in another. How then 
can there be any fettled Principle, to direSour Judg- 
ment concerning a Thing fo vague and inconfiant ? 

That Part of good Manners, replied Phllocles, to 
<which you here allude, relates only, I fuppofe, to 
certain Forms and Ceremonies. And as far as thefe 
are abfolutely indifferent in themfelves, and have no 
othfer Value but what they derive from the falhion- 
able World ; to that Standard alone (wavering and 
uncertain as it is) we muft be content to refer our- 
felvesin this Cafe. But yet furely there are many ex- 
terior Obfervances and Forms of Behaviour, in 
which we may dearly difcover aComelinefs or Ine^ 
legance, that arifes manifeftly from a Conformity or 
Unfuitablenefe to the Nature of Things, to common 
Senfe, and an inbred Feeling of Decorum* If this 
ivere otherwife j on what Principle do we claim a 
* Right to draw Comparifons between the Politenefs 
of diflFerent Countries, and give the Ufages and 
Cuftoms of one, the Preference to thofe of another ? 

But however this may be ; yet the more effential 
Points of X)^//V^fy in Manners are clearly afcertained 
. by our internal Senfe, and ace therefore invariably 
the fame in every Age and every Climate* 

Suppofe a Man, for Inftance, to be follicited by 
his Friend to do him a good Office, or lend him Af- 

Z 3 fiilance 
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. fiftance in Diftreis. After gr^at Importunity he 
yields to his Entreaties, but with fuch fi fallen Air, 
^d relu^bnt Countenance, as muft offend even the 
Receiyen — Who would not feel the Odipu(hefs of 
gfanting a Requeft with fuch Circumfiances of In« 
decency f Suppofe another Man conferring a Favour 
with fuch a pleaf^ng Chearfulnefs and humane Ad- 
drefs, as makes the Giver appear to be the Perfon 
obliged— *In this Cafe, it is impoffible for any, but 
the moft brutal and degenerate, not to be fenfible of 
the Comelinefs of fuch a Demeanor, and applaud 
this amiable Manner of heightening ibe V^ue of a 
generous Aif^ion. 

In fuch Points of Behaviour then 9$ thefe, which 
are the moft material Parts of Good-breeding, y^ 
have the fame Rule, to form our Judgments, as in 
the imitative Arts, They depend not on the Caprice 

of Faihion» or the varying Complexion of Tinges 
and Climates ; but are founded on .that internal 
Senfe of De^orum^ that univerfal Humanity, com- 
mon and natural to all Mankind ; which is the 
Ground of our Love and Hatred, the.Gpidp of pur 
Approbation and Plflike. 

If we proceed farther, and extend our Enquiries 
to Things of higher Importance, to the no^ileft and 
moft eflential Beauty, the Purity of a moral Cqndu{t«>* 

That Culture of the Mind, interrupted Sopbromus^ 

which leads a Man to fee and feel the Comelinefs of 

ytrtutj has undoubtedly a fure Foundations and an 

Iflfallible Standard jn Nature* And as this kind of 

3 Refi^iement 
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Rd^nenifmt is fit the Jiigheft Concern to us, it muft 
be uilpyffed to have a juft Ciaim to our beft Atten- 
jtion ^i^A R^g^il. But here, PhtkcUs^ I muft ftop* 
Any tbi.ng, bipyoivl thi<i» ftems to me a Misfortune 
r9tl>^.tban an i^appioefs. 

It ha^ been juftly obferved, that Men of a deli- 
cate Fr^me ar<e too fenfibly a6re£ted with the Acci« 
de^ts of Life. Upon any profperqus Event, their 
Spi/it$ gr,e 9pt to be elevated beyond all Bounds : 
And ipAdverfity, their Grief pierces fo deep into 
the tei^der Frame, that it becomes infupportable. It 
is poffible, perhaps, that in feme Jnftances they mty 
have mpre lively Enjoyn^ents than Men of a coarfer 
Mould ; but then they have alfo more pungent Sor- 
rows. Occurrences which would have no Effect up- 
•n a ftronger Mind, afflict them to the laft Degree : 
the moft trivial Difappointment, the Omiffion of a 
Ceremony, a carelefs Word or Gefture, nay even a 
Look) will difcompofe their Temper, and caft an 
heavy Gloom on their Minds. 

This Obtbrvation, returned Phlkchsy is founded 
on a miftaken Notion of the true Character of />///« 
lacy. If fine Senfations are not fupported with ftrong 
Senfe, they dwindle into Effeminacy : nor had ever 
any Man an elegant Tafte, who had not alfo a found 
Underfianding. There is, indeed, in a delicate 
Frame, a certain Degree of Softnefs } but then it is 
only juft as much as fuftces to prevent the Inconve* 
niences, that attend upon the rough and boifterous 
Paffipns. Something, it muft be owncd^ there is in 

Z4 it. 
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it, not unlike a feminine Tendernefs ; but no more 
than ferves to render the Mind fufceptible of the fine 
• Impreffions of Beauty, and give Amiablenefs to that 
tnafculine Strength,on whichadelicateTafte fo much 
depends, that it cannot poffibly fubfift without it. To 
l^e able to form a right Judgment of Arts and Man- 
ners ; to fee and feel their Symmetry and Proporti- 
on ^ there are, you muft be fenf^ble, fo many Views 
to betaken in, and fuch Variety of Circumftances tp 
be compared \ that it is impoflible any one can ar- 
rive at true Refinement, who has not ftrong natural 
Abilities. There may, it is true, be good Senfe, 
where the Exquifitepefs of Tafte is wanting : but 
there can be no exquifite Tafte without good Senfe. 

That Frame of Mind, therefore, which yourepre- 
feptas labouring under all the Inconveniences of nice 
and-tender Senfations, I can by no Means allow tp 
have any fair Pretentions to the Character of (r^^w 
Deiicacy'^ which is never attended withthofe Confe- 
quences, that flow fropi an Imbecillity of Pailions. 

Were I to allow this, returned SophromuSj yet Di^ 

Hcacy^ according to your own Idea of it, is certainly 

liable to many unhappy Confequences. Let me men<- 

tion one ; which, I think, ihould very much abate a 

Man's Ardour of obtaining this Quality! As it. has 

fuch an *' inviolable Attachment to everything that 

^* is elegant and polite \ and fuch an Abhorrence of 

♦^ Inelegance and Coarfenefs [^] ; it muft necefiSuily 

deprive a Man of that great Satisfaction in Life, the 

Frequency of focial Enjoyment. Seldom will he be 

able tpfind Company adapted to hisTafle$ his£x«- 

[*] Vi<5e p# 302, fupra* 

peiStatiops 
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• pe£lations runi high ; and the Fund to fupply them is 
extreme fcanty. How few are there, who ever aim 
at fuch Refinement ! How much fewer, who attain 
it ! The Generality of Men muft therefore be difa- 
greeable and irkfome to him : and be will very rare- 
ly meet with one, from whofe Society he can receive 
?ny tolerable Degrree of Entertainment. 

What then has he gained by this faftidious Nicc- 
nefs ? He has refined himfelf into a Difincljnation to 
be pleafed with the Intercourfes of almoft all around 
him, and theordinary Satisfactions of his Being. For- 
saking therefore, his own Kind, herefolves, in a Fit 
oT Spleen, to fequefter himfelf from the World, as 
being too delicate to live amongft fuch uncultivated 
Mortals* But in vain does he feek Redrefs from So- 
litude: for, by this Eftrangement from human Com- 
merce, he contracts, by Degrees, fuch an inveterate 
Peeviflinefs and Severity, as imbitters his whole Lifp 
and ends, perhaps, atlaftin a fettled Mifanthropy. 

This, Philocksy may prove, and, I doubt not, has 
often proved, the Confequence of cultivatijng fuch a 
Delicacy of Sentiment. 

And is this a defirable State ? Is it any Symptom 
of a found Habit ? On the contrary ; are not thefe 
the fad Indications of a vitiated and difeafed Confti- 
tution of Mind ? 

How different is the State of that Man, who is not 
over-nice and curious in his Demands of focial In- 
tercourfe ! As he has not raifed his Ideas of human 
Nature to an immoderate Height, he is content to 
fake Mankind as he finds thexi)) with Allowances tp 
5 their 
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tlicir FcHbles and Imperfediona* And, as he has not 
icfincd his Seodations into an Inaptitude of being 
plcaied,he icanfcarceconverfe with any of his Fellow- 
creatures, without {bme Degree of £ntenainmeQt« 

That Refinement then, which robs a Man of thefe 
ordinary Satisfa£kions, is furely rather to be avoid- 
ed than purfued : and a Temper even the moft in- 
ienfible to .every Beauty a^d Grace, is far prefer- 
able to a Difpofition fo hard to be pleafed, and wfaich 
can be fo fe)doip gratified. 

If this DilicaeyoS Tafte, replied Ptibcbs^ narrows 
tbeCircleofour FriendibipS) it certainly renders them 
more perfed. An Indifference to the Company and 
Gonveriationof the many^ will add Strength .-riid Du- 
ration to oujr particular Attachments. Iris very true^ 
a Man of an unrefined Frame, bow ftrong foevcr bb 
Senfe may be, is not nice and cxzSt in fele£ling his 
Acquaintance : alipoft any are fufficient to anfwer 
bis Demands, fuch a Man has not Senfations fine 
enough to make an Election ; and has therefore no 
Friends, becaufe be ^as no Delicacy. But is that a 
defireal>le State of Mind which excludes one of tbe 
greateft Ornaments and Joysof human Life? It muft 
be owned, that he who has digefted his Obfervations 
on Mankind, and formed his Mind to an Excellence 
and Elegance of Sentiment, cannot take any great 
Delight in mixt and undiftingui(hed Company ; and 
will therefore be inclined to limit his Friendfliips and 
Acquaintance. But his AflTefiions, being thus cir- 
cumfcribed within narrow Bounds, willconfequently 
rife to an higher Pitch, than if they were morediffuf- 
ed. This is fo far from leflening^ that it increafes, the 

Ardour 
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Ardour of our Enjoyments : and, if it Jiminiih the 
Number, it heightens the Value of our Friendlhip^ 

I will not deny, that the Cultivation of refined 
Sentiment may give a Man a Difrelifh to the gene* 
r^I Turn of Converfation. Whenever therefore he 
cannot find fuch Society as is adapted to his Difpo- 
fition, why fhould he be cenfured for ftepping afide 
from the beaten Track of* Life, to indulge in fc- 
nafate' Thought, 'and the calm Delights of Self-eii- 
joyment ? This furely is a Meafure rather to be ap- 
plauded than condemned ; and what every fenfible 
Man would purfue in fuch a Cafe : for, 

Oft feeks to fweet retired Solitude, 

Wherey loith her heft Nurfey Contemfhttioftf 

She plumes her f^Mthersy and lets grt^M her ff^ngs% 

Whkh^ in the ^various Bufik of Rtforjt^ 

Were all too ruffiid^ and/om€iimes inured [cj, 

X^et him not remain too long fequeftered, but re- 
turn in proper Time to mix again with the World i 
And his ConduA can neither be deemed inconfiftent 
with focial AfFeciion, nor have any ill £fFe£l upon 
his Temper. If indeed he extend his Lt)ve of Re-* 
tirement fo far, as abfolutely to exclude himfelf 
from Society, I cannot undertake his Vindication,' 
He is gone beyond the Point of Fcrfedion, and is 
therefore indelicate. 

* * • 

SophroniHS attended very earneftly to thcfc Obfer- 
yations of His Friend, and Teemed, by hisCounte- 
nancet to be almoft convinced in this Point. 

After 
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After a Paufc Suppofc, faid he, I fliould al- 

'low your Reafonings to bejuft, in this Particular; 

and that the Ddicaey of Tafte in the Choice of 
. Friends may, perhaps, be an Happinefs rather than 
a Misfortune ; yet I am ftiU doubtful, whether this 
. Quality in general be a neceflary Attainment. For 
after all that you have faid, or can poiEbly urge far- 
ther on this Subjea, I am perfuaded, that good 
Senfe, a right Mind, and generous Affedion, have 
fuch a native Comelinefs, that they ftand in Need 
of no adventitious Ornaments, but, like Diamonds, 
appear to full Advantage, when plain fet. 

The Diamond, returned PhihcUs^ was policed, 
before it was fet. And whatever Value it might have 
in its rough State 5 it had certainly no Beau^, till 
it rcame from the Hands of the judicious Artift. 
Thus it is with Senfe and Virtue : they are Jewels 
indeed, even when rough and unadorned : but fure- 
ly their Merit is more attraflive, and they command 
"a much higher Eftimation, when they are fet off 
with fuitable Embellilhments, 

Hence it was that Socrates^ the wifeft and beft of 
all the Grecian Sages, tempered the Harfhnefs of 
Precepts with an Air of Pleafantry ; well knowing, 
that, to pleafe, was the fureft Way to perfuade. He 
therefore ftript Philofophy of her uncouth Attire,, 
and gave her a more graceful Mein. 

Our chief Bufmefs in Life is indeed to form juft 
Sentiments, in order to produce ajuft Conduft. Yet 
fomethingftillis wanting; fome additional Grace, to 
make Truth and Virtue operate with full Succcfs, 
bpth with refpca to ourfelves and our Fellow-crea- 
tures, 
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tures* They may, it is true, procure us the Efteem, 
but wrU not be able to gain us the Love of Maiv 
kind, without an Happifiefs of Manner, 

It is with great Juftice Sophronius fets fo high a 
Value on the generous AfFe£lions : but, valuable as 
they undoubtedly are, yet, if they be not accompanied 
with a certain Grace, they will neither have the Merit 
nor Efficacy of Benevolence attended by Delicacy. 

• 

It is your Humour to run down every thing, that 
tends to Refinement* Yet, from many Inftances, 
you muft allow me to fay, that you are not, in Re- 
ality, fo great an Enemy to it^ as you afFe<5l to ap- 
pear. No Man confers a Favor with a better Grace, 
i-xtend your Refinement farther, and you will find it 
no lefs ufeful in the momentous Atfairs of Life, 
Truth and Virtue are, in thefe Cafes^ what Foun- 
dation and Strei^gth are to an Edifice : they give 
Solidity and Support. But, if Symmetry, Proportion, 
and fuitable Decorations, be not added, you cannot 
boaft of a complete Stru£lure» 

In every View, Sophronius., it is evident, I think, 
that the Refinements and Elegancies of Life not onl)r 
render Men more agreeable and amiable to one anr 
dther, but arealfo conducive to the greateftand high- 
eft Purpofes. For this Reafon, perhaps, the Author of 
out Frame has made us (ufceptible of the Pleafures of 
Imagination i that we might be the mare readily^ain^ 
ed over to thelnterefts of Virtue;, when we thusfindj^ 
that the Way to her lies through the Paths of Pleafiire. 

This feems to be the excellent Defign, and this is 
ever found to be the conftant EiFeft, of genuine/)^//- 

cacy. 
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€a€y. When it confpircs with Virtue, its Influence 
is as furcly felt, as its Lovelinefs is readily aciknow- 
Icdgcd : like mingled Streams, they become more 
forcible by being united. 

^Thus it is, that thefe mutual Friends confirm and 
ftrengthen ^ach other's Intereft. Delicacy allures Men 
to Virtue ; and Virtue afcertains and Aipports Delica^ 

cj. ,Thc Connexion between them is ftrong 5 the 
Harmony perfefl; ; and the EiFeas anfwerable. 

But do we not fee many, retm-ned Sophronius^ djIP- 
tinguiflicd fbr the Elegance of their Tafte, both in 
Arts and Manners, who, at the fame Time, arrin* 
fenfible of moral Beauty, and utter Strangers to the 
Senfatidn's of inward Harmony and Proportion ? 

It is no uncommon Thing, arifwered Philecles^ for 
Men to live at Variance with themfdvcs, and in Con- 
tradi£tion to their own Principles, This miift be the 
Cafeof tho(e, who cultivate the exterior Embdlifli- 
mentsof Life, whilfl: their Minds h'e wade and neg-: 
\tSted : For what is that Principle, on which^ they^ 
ground thdf Entertainment aitd'Pleafure of refined 
Taffe, but aStnfe of Symmetry, Order, and Pro*, 
portton ill Nature ? They cannottben but be fi^fible,* 
tbatthkeisfOcfaaThiitg as Beauty in tbrMihd,^ ar 
wen as in the outward Fohns ; afad the latter hSW;. 
ever valuable in itfelf, yet, v^hcn compared^itK the 
fbrmer; is butof a fabordiilateandlowcir Degree. It' 
is pbiSbte that the Elegance of tfieirFahcy^ in the in- 
ferior Kind may have engroffed their Attention, and 
made them overlook the fuperior Worth of the other; 
^fe?**!'y where fome unfubdued Paffions concur tp 
hclpon theMiftike J ofthe lorce of ■invctefatc kibk 

ha» 
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ha^ tattight them to ffbp at the low Attaxnmeht of 
fubaltem Beauty^ But when Fancy » fatiated, ^^ 
Reafon has LeifUre to operate^ they m\ift, isi the 
philofophic Hour, perceive tKe Abfurdity of adinir^ 
ihg Exterior Syitometry, without recurring^ to the 
Iftterhrj the more cffential Beauty. Whilft there- 
fore they aA in Oppbfition to thefe Suggeftions of 
the Mind, they muft unavoidably be unhappy* 

Your Obfervation, (aid Ssphrmus, brings to my 
Mind an Aflfertion, which I find maintained by many 
of the celebrated Andents and Modems ; «« that 
<* the high and gehuine Tafte (as they call it) of the 
** pdite Artu never refided in the Breaft of an im*- 
*^ moral Man.^ They imagined it impoffiUe for 
on^, vrtio wafif impure in his AdicHis, to be refined 
in his Senfatibris : finc^^ in thiiir Eftimation, the 
famfc Faculties' and Difpofitiori^, yrhtch would le'ada 
MtaiFtb (Hfctf rii' atid reli(h the Charmsof Arts, would 
ntceiSkWf indliM him to tafte aiidadiiiiit ttel><^ 
lights oF »r<%ular Coxidu£l ; betwixt which, they 
thought, there v^s an infeparableCoiinexibn. But 
this is one of the fanciful Maxims of eiithlifiafiic Gl^ 
nius ; and Inftances might be produced, which ina>ii« 
teftably demonftrate the FaMhood of the Afiertion. 

When youcorifidfer, replied Phthcksy wJiatttftroi^ 
Difpofition there is in Mankind, to vilify thofe,whofe 
extraordinary Talents lift them up to the Notice and 
Admiration of the World, you will be very tender in 
giving a decifive Sentence in the Cafe. But if we take 
the Objedlion in its ftrongeft Light, will a few In- 
ftances of Deviation overthrow a general Maxim f 

StOI 
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Still it may be true, that the Study of the fine Arts 
naturally leads to the Love of Virtue. When a Man 
has given himfelf up to thefe engaging Speculations ; 
they take fuch full Pofleffion of the Heart, that he is 
not at Leifure to lend an Ear to the Calls of Ambi- 
tion, or the Demands of inordinate Self-paffions. 
And as thefe grand Inciters of Vice are thus happily 
filenced, he is more likely to hearken to the &uggef« 
tions of Virtue, and incline more readily to every 
Duty of Benevolence and focial Regard. 

Upon the whole, from the beft and coolefl: Judg- 
ment I have been able to make, I cannot but be of 
Opinion, it very rarely happens., that a Man of a 
true refined Tafte in Arts and Literature, is not, at 
leaft, an honeft Man. He may now. and then, per- 
haps, be betrayed into ibme little Slips and Miftakes 
in his Conduct $ but thefe UnwarineiTes do not 
darken the whole Charadler, nor give any juft 
Grounds to fix upon him the I'^putationof Immor- 
ality. *^ Such fmall Stains and BlemiChes (as the 
*' inimitable Mr. Addifin obferves) die away, and 
<' difappear, amidft the Brightneis which furrounds 



(( 



him. 



But the Bell has rung for Breakfaft. — Come, 
good S^phrQniusy — ^the Ladies will grow impatient. 




the END of the First Volume. 
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